
Photography course .votes 
all positives, no negatives 

A FIRST! Jiri and Marie 
Lochman recently found 
time in their hectic sched
ule to conduct a photog
raphy course for mem
bers of the Science and 
Information Division at 
the Manjimup Centre. 

r With the Lochman's 
reputation as top class pho
tographers, whose work 
has been published inter
nationally and is frequently 
seen in CALM's LAND
SCOPE magazine, it was 
to be expected that an ea
ger group of participants 
signed on and fronted up 
on October 15 and 16. 

From all accounts the 
,ourse was a huge success. 
The Lochmans had clear! y 
anticipated what would 
have been the most com
mon difficulties faced by 
amateurs when they pre
pared their course outline. 

The hand-outs given to 
those taking part were well 
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thought out and presented, 
with every opportunity given 
to the class to grasp the basic 
components of composition 
and technique. 

Examples were dis
played to emphasise these 
components, making it 
clear to everyone why some 
photographs 'work' and 
others do not. 

The class was taken on 
a field trip for a practice 
session, and everyone 
found the experience most 
valuable. 

They were subjected to 
typical Manjimup spring 
weather -changeable! 

This was probably ideal 
for emphasising the sorts 
of difficulties experienced 
in the field by budding 
photo-hounds - in rain, 
overcast conditions, with 

only occasional bursts of 
sunlight to provide the 
much needed contrast "re
quired in outdoor work -
and often while having to 
dodge logging trucks! 

Jiri and Marie dashed 
from one to another eager 
student, checking and of
fering constructive criti
cism, so that as many as
pects of the classroom 
demonstration as possible 
were covered in practice. 

Participants had been . 
asked to bring along for 
evaluation their own pho
tos - those that didn't 
work as well as the ones 
that did - and on the sec
ond day everyone was 
given a chance to explain 
what they had tried to 
achieve in each photo, with 
Jiri and Marie offering sug
gestions on how the pho
tos could have been im
proved. 

The Lochmans brought 

along a large display of cam
era lenses, tripods and other 
equipment of their own, to 
show how they had been able 
to overcome some highly 
awkward circumstances 
and still take beautiful and 
effective photos. 

For the 'bug people' 
and the 'flower people' it 
was especially interesting 
to find out how best to 
shoot both in the labs and 
in the field. 

Valuable help was also 
given to those keen on 
extreme close-up work. 

I found the advice on 
landscape and animal 
photography enormously 
rewarding, and we all 
concluded with grateful 
appreciation that the course 
was top class. 

We are all hoping there 
will be a follow up at a 
later date so we can see 
how much improvement 
we have made. 

Manjinmp' s Science and /11formario11 Division staff grin broadly for the 'birdie.· Photo by Jiri Lochman 

Central Landscape 
Management 

REVIEWING the Visual 
Resource Management 
Program, recreation 
developments at 
Wellington Dam and 
Honeymoon Pool and 
developing an eco
tourism program were 
three of the concerns 
claiming the attention of 
several CALM officers 
during a field trip to the 
Central Forest Region 
recently. 

These included Director 
of Parks, Recreation, 
Planning and Tourism 
Chris Haynes and other 
CALM officers - Wayne 
Schmidt, Tracy Churchill, 
Alan Hardacre , Peter 
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Moore, Glyn Yates, Rob 
Brazell, Tom Kenneally, 
Peter Henderson and 
myself. 

Other matters on which 
the group focused their 
attention were: 
• a review of new draft 

landscape manage
ment guidelines for 
tree plantation plan
ning and design; 

• a visit to Mungalup 
Plantation, Collie, to 
inspect a mechanical 
device that crushes 
and rolls vegetation 
debris left on the 

forest floor after 
timber harvesting; 

• forest post-harvest re
habilitation areas - a 
review of new draft 
specifications and tri
als at Harvey District; 
A highlight of the trip 

was admiring Chris Hay
nes' expertise in assess
ing eco-tourism potential 
- sporting ski beanie and 
denims and perched on the 
back of a ute, while spot-
1 igh ting for late night 
beasties. 

Early next morning 
Rob Brazell proudly 
showed off a 98 per cent 
success rate in wildlife 
trappings at Maxon Farm, 

Collie - impressive stuff! 
The purpose of the 

trappings was to assess 
the range of wildlife 
present, with a view to its 
eco-tourism potential. 

Having the Director 
and staff face-to-face with 
the District realities of the 
landscape management 
and associated programs 
is an important part of 
CALM communications. 

All in all, the Central 
Forest Region trip was a 
great chance to share some 
common rewards and to 
contemplate the new and 
challenging times ahead 
for integrated forest re
source management. 
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Barnacles cling to the tusk-like teeth that have met over the top of the whale' s upper jaw. 

Photo by David Algaba . 

Straptooth beaked 
whale at Cable Beach 
AN unusual sighting has 
been.made at Broome - a 
straptooth beaked whale, 
(Mesoplodon layardii) not 
commonly found north of 
Karratha, which Strand
ed recently at Cable 
Beach. 

Unfortunately, the 
whale was dead. To deter
mine the cause of its death, 
samples were taken from 
the animal's internal or
gans, but it is believed it 
died of natural causes. 

Wildlife officers Peter 
Trembath and David 
Algaba easily identified 
the specimen by its dis
tinct lower jaw teeth, simi
lar to tusks, which grow 
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up and over the top jaw 
(in males only). 

These whales occur in 
the southern oceans and do . 
not usually inhabit the tropi
cal waters of the far north. 

Adult straptooth beaked 
whales measure up to six 
metres in length and have 
a dolphin-shaped head. 

Only males grow the 
strap-shaped teeth which 
measure up to 35 cm long, 
are four or five cm widt',, 
covered with enamel and 
taper exactly like a rib 
toward the tip. 

The flat teeth grow up 

and out, then tilt backwards 
at an angle of about 45 
degrees, (looking rather 
like inverted ribs) until they 
almost meet outside the 
mouth above the upper jaw. 

With age, the whale 
ends up with a strap like a 
muzzle across its beak 
which makes it impossible 
to open the mouth more 
than a centimetre or two. 

It is likely the animal 
starves to death - much 
like the long-extinct sabre
toothed tiger which suf
fered from similar dental 
problems, except that its 
teeth, growing from the 
upper jaw, overshot the 
lower one. 

CALM releases book 
on Kimberley flora 

A NEW book released by 
CALM, Flora of the Kim
berley Region, has cast 
light on one of the last 
frontiers of botanical 
studies. 

For many years the plants 
of the Kimberley have been 
one of the unexplored treas
ures of Western Australia's 
flora, with botanists travel
ling from all over the world 
to uncover their secrets. 

The plants featured in the 
book include those growing 
in pockets of lush rainforest, 
in remote coastal locations, 
in crocodile-infested 
billabongs and mangroves 
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and even those clinging pre
·cariously to the top of the 
Bungle Bungle. 

CALM's Executive Di
rector Dr Syd Shea said it 
was the first time the flora of 
the Kimberley had been writ
ten up and it was the second 
regional flora published for 
Western Australia. 

"This major work de
scribes all of the 2 085 
native and introduced 
flowering plant species and 
fems known to occur in the 

Kimberley region," Dr 
Shea said. 

"Flora of the Kimberley 
Region represents a huge 
increase in our knowledge, 
making it an essential tool 
for the conservation of this 
remote area." 

A six-year project, the 
I 327-page Flora of the 
Kimberley Region· is beau
tifully illustrated with 356 
line drawings to help read
ers identify plants easily 
and accurately. 

It is available for $89.95 
from major bookshops and 
CALM offices at Como and 
in the Kimberley. 

Summer activities 
at Yanchep NP 

A SWAMP safari to 
explore the Yanchep 
wetlands, adventure 
caving or searching for 
lost ruins during a Ghost 
House camp are all part 
of the summer activities 
at Yanchep National 
Park, guided by experts 
from CALM and the WA 
Museum. 

CALM is offering the 
activities for both adults 
and children on a full-time 

basis during December, 
January and February and 
up to 6 000 people are 
expected to take part. 

Participants have 20 
different activities to 
choose from, and have the 
rare opportunity to explore 
Yonderup Cave for the first 
time in eight years. 

Other activities include 
bushcrafts, a nature pho
tography workshop offered 
by professional instructors, 

star gazing through high
powered telescopes with 
experts from the Perth Ob
servatory, and horseback 
riding along the Heritage 
Stock Route. 

Some people may 
prefer to join the Mucky 
Duck Bush Band for a free 
family bush dance. 

For more information 
about the Yanchep activities 
program telephone the park 
office on (09) 561 1004. 
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