Wildlife afficer Bouydan Yarran goes over finer points of plant identificarion with stodents wio attended e careers seminar.
Swory and photo by Verna Cosiello

Aboriginal students visit CALM

CHILDHOOD lessonsin
the Nyoongar cullure, a
colour slide show on bush
foods and medicines and
the activities of the Wagyl
were a few of the topics
that received an enthusi-
astic response from 45
Aboriginal students and
their five supervisors
recently.

The students in years 10,
Il and 12 were from the
Cannington-Amadale area
and were atending a two-
hour session organised by
CALM wildlife officer
Trevor Walley at the Coma
Traiming Cenire,

Trevor also spoke on
his training and experi-
ences as a district wildlife
officer, and one of about
20 Abonginal people em-
ployed by CALM across a
broad range of oecupations

such as research scientist,
technical officer, liaison
officer, rangers, wildlife
officers and clerical.

The session was part of
a week-long, residential
Careers-1992 Seminar al
the Ministry of Sport and
Recreation's Point Walter
Conference Centre in
Bicton where the students
were shown a wide range
of education, employment
and training opportunities
available to them.

An impaortant aim of the
seminar was to develop a
sense of identity and com-
munity between the stu-
dents and Aboriginal peo-
ple who organised, super-
vised and took part in it,
and to mect and hear the
experiences of Aboriginal
role models out inthe wider
COMmmunity.

The students also par-
ticipated in self-esteem
workshops, visited other
government depariments
and took part in social and
cultural activities.

Feed back from students
on the session al Como was
positive, typical comments
being:

“It was greal”

“It should've been
longer to include time out
in the bush.”

“Can't wait "til next
year."

The seminar was an ini-
tiative of the Department
of Employment, Educa-
tion and Training, Youth
Access Centre in
Armadale, liaising with the
Centre for  Aboriginal
Programs at the Univer-
sity of WA to coordinate
the seminar on its behalf.







	080038-1992.009
	080038-1992.10 p3

