STAFF of CALM
Research Division and
the Kimberley Regional
office were saddened to
hear of the all too early
death, al 55 years, of
Geoffrey Mangolamara
of the Kalumburu
Aboriginal Community.

GieolTrey was a much
admined elder sravesman
and member of the
Wunambal tribe whose
traditional country fook
im much of the nortb-wes)
Kimberley.

Hiz intricate knowl-
edge of the country was
utilised by CALM's
regional staff in locating
crocodile nesting areas
and assizting in other
operaticnal amd wildlife
proecls,

During the Kimberley
rainforest expeditions
from 1987 1o 1989,

Geafrey Mowpalamarg
Phaata by Kevin Kenneally

Death of a statesman

by
Kevin Kenneally

Gieoffrey was responsible
for lialson belween
CALM and the local
Aboriginal communitbes.
During this period
Goollrey endeared
himsell 10 all who
worked with him,

His Fine sense of
humouwr and willingness
1o bridge the cultural gap
provided a rare
opporliniy for exchanpe
al information aboul
rainforests and their
Faurm and flora besween a
person with n wealih of
local, eraditional knowl-
edge and sclentisis
conducting rescarch into
rainforest composition
and dynamics,

This  cooperalive

effart, with Geaffrey as
the senior aamther,
resulied in the chapler
“Wunambal words for
rainforest and other
Kimberley plants and
anminals™ ].ll]'l.rliﬂll}‘] i the
Kimberley Rainforesis
bl East year.

ool frey wis immens-
ely proud of his culure
and welcomed the appor-
tunily to contribule 1o
CALM's wildlife projecis
ard the raimfoes) sarvey.

It is fiwwing that his
rainforest chapter will
serve as a memorial o2
fine field companion wha
will be sudly missed.

CALM Ihanks the
family aof the laie Graffrey
Mangolaniors  and  the
Kalumbury  Aboriginal
Coowmnity for prasing per-
mifgzion do  pring iy

Iritwale oo phote of Genfney.
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