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Top marks

for Earth
Caretakers

AN EVALUATION of
Earth Caretakers, a
CALM communily
education initimtive,
recently gave high
marks to the program
designed to encourage
ecologically  soumd
practices in the lifestyles
ol wupper primary
students

Supervised and
supported by CALM,
recreation studies stsdem
Loc Jack from Edith
Cowan University eval-
wated the Earth Care-
lakers program involving
grade five students from
the Maids Wale Primary
Schanl.

Earth Caretakers {5 a
program developed by
the Insernational Instinse
for Earth Education.

Axide from in-clais
preparatory work, Earth
Caretakers’ main mi=
vator is its one-day
excursion where children
leam sbogt energy flow
through becoming “chlor-
ospies”  (chlorophyll

by
Lotte Lant

flow, All  studenis
Identified an environ-
mental bad habin and B6%
of them anempied to fix it.

A significani aspect of
the evaluation is the
opponunity for insight
into the student's home
environmental behaviowr
and & majority of parents
sald thesr child was sware
of specific ecolopical

concepts  after  the
progrm
Dne  half of the

parents said thekr child
talked about the excur-
sion at home,
Importantly, parents
also siated that they
would be willing 10 pay
abouat 55,00 o have their
child attend sach a
program (aclual cost is
ahout $6.00 per student. )
Az expected, the
evaluation raised more
questions - many of which
cannot be answersd with-

vonaid

AFTER more tham a
year and 5 hall batiling
cancer, seninr technical
officer Donald Richard
Munro died peacefully
an December 10, 1991
al Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital. He was 52
vears of age,

Don's aksociation
whth CALM began when
he joined the Depariment
of Fisheries and Fauna in
L1967,

As rechaical assistant
in wildlife research Dhon
worked under the
direction of Tom Riggeri,
the Department's first
waterfow] bologist

From 1969, when he
T H a.ppnim:d fechnical
afficer, until his retire-
ment du= to il health in
May 1991, Don was
invalved in numerous
projects.

He azsizsted Tom
Riggert with his detsiled
stsdbes of the biology of
the Australian Shelduck
8l Ronnesat Ixland. This
mwolved many moaths of
continuous fleld obser-
watians and 1he trapping
and banding of several
thousand birds.

Duckbanding

From 1968 ta 1976,
Don  was  heawily
invalved in the Depart-
ment's duck banding
program. Some 22 DD
ducks wers banded at
Moo, Woodenilling and
on Perth lakes. This
mnwolved many months of
often tedious fiekd work
With Don's help, Stean
Halss recently completed
the analysis of this work,
results of which are soon
to be published in the
imternationally renowned

Jawrnal af Wildlife
Mamagement,
Tom Riggert's

program of artificial nest
box erection was largely
undertaken by Don, with
Granl Pearson's assist-
ance. Some 2 400 duck
niest hoxes were srected on
trees of morte than fory
wetlands of the sonth-
wesk

There ware exciling
maments, cne invalving
Gerant clinging desperately

HiChara mMmunro
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by Ehee trunk of a dead 1rée
in the middle of Lake
Eganu, with Don
flourdesing (fully clothed
for oncel) in the water
nearby and & punt at full
throitle, circling crazily
herween them,

Wetlands
network

In the late 19706, a
network of gauged
wellands was established
e praovide an objective
basis for determining
duck shooting season
specifications Don
provided much sound
advice 1o me during this
time and personally
installed all the depth
gouges on mare than 120
wetlands from Dongara
e Esperance. Waler
depth, salinity, pH and
nutrient data obrained
[rom this program is
constamly in demand For
My purposes.

Goats and pot

In 1985, Keith Marris
and [ began eradicating
feral goais from Bernier
Island. This invalved half
a dozen peaple, plos
helicopter and rifles.
camping on the island for
two weeks. Don took
care of the logistics and
the cooking in his
Inimitable siyle and the
project was A toral
EUCCEES,

1t alsa provided one of
par  mers  unuseal
experiences together -
spending the night
lounging on two tonnes
of packaged marijuana
foand on the Islard. and
debating iis fate before
Wi notified the
autharieles.

From 1986 1o 1988,
Don provided all the
logistle support for the
wery successful series of
remoale wetlands expedii-
ions o places like Lakes
Gregory and Argyle, the
lower Ord floodplain,
Lake Mcleod, Shark Bay
and the Fitzroy River.
These expeditions also

invalved small ieams of
wolunteers with varied
Field experience, Don
soan became famous for
his comfortably pravisi-
oned field camps and
skilled diplomacy. In
1991, several of these
siles wene listed as
Wetlands of Iniernstional
Impnrtun:: under the
Ramsar Convention,
primarily as a resalt of
the information gathered
by the expeditions.

Don hnd o major role
in many other activities,
from aerial surveys of
duck populations 1o the
care of sick and injured
faona and practical
imvalvement in wetland
creation and rehabil
akan.

Good humoured

The success of the
many prajects in which
he was invelved was due
not only 1o his many
skills [(which included
metalwork, carpentry.
plumbing, surveying,
motor mechanics, animal
husbandry, busherafr,
fishing, boat handling
amd even flying whenever
he could wrestle the
contrals from the pilot)
bul alse the admirable
way in which be applied
himsell o any given tagk.
He was always consclent-
ious, thoughiful and
neady fo pul m whalever
effort the job at hand
might have régaired,
always with good
humour. 11 i% o wonder
we mre often reminded
him a5 we go aboul ow
work.

Dan had many friends
and was a much loved
husband and father. He
leaves two chose Families,
hiis wifie Kaye and chaldren
Gemma and Gavin, and
This former wile Jansce and
daughiers Rochelle, Lisa,
Karem and MNicky.
Particularly during the
final mamibs of his illness,
[ion’s coneemn was Tor the
welfare of his Family and
not himself, His cournge
grew  as  his  body
weakened. Don st a very
fine example to all and is
sadly missed.
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