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Quolls safe from 1080

ARECENT surverom

Dolphin Tsland in ile

Dhampier Archipelagn

hasshown that the popu-

\ntiom of moribern guolls
alive and well despile
- years of fox-halting-

As the guoll is a
carnivare, il was feared
imitimlly thas baiting for
foaes - using dried meat
baits comtaining 1080
poison - may have alTected
it However, work carried
out by the Agricaliural
Protection Board amd
CALM in the | 980s which
indaeated chas ke e waould
benodetrimental edfact on
the morthern quoll has
provemcomedt.

The northern qecll,
[Ragyures kallasaud), s
common and widespread
on rocky kabitais through-
out tha Pilbara, Kimberloy
and Morthern Territory
However, Dolphin is the
only Palbara island 1o
support & pogralation of the
Wit

Fibara TERETVER
affscer Greg Olived sakd

was imporiani thai o
socure quall population
be maintaingd frée af
digturbing influsnces
found om ihe mainland,

such a=z development.
foues dind Feral eals

in  the February
survey, Greg and fellow
CALM officer Michazl
Hughes i1ripped 19
mdiveduals om two grids
over lour days. Their
welghts ranged from
T grams for & juvendle w
345 grams for an adult

On the Ffirse two-
hectare grid in low open
Acdeid corigodd scnah-
land, seven individuals
were casght - 1 density of
3.5 amimals per hoclans.

Qi the eecond grid
from fringing mamgrowes

i =p prassland, 12

Cireg s tha Dolphin
nesdad 1o be regularly
baited 1o prevent
incursions across Sea
Ripphe passage from the
Husrup Peninsuls, Fox
track counts were
condecsed al thees maornth
Emervals, hesaid, with trap
mitoring anmoally.

Drolplvin Island i= a “E"
clads nalure feserve
declared in 1977, As well
s the northem guod] italso
supporis  the eura
Macrapes robwsing, the
COnEnan FOCK fal Syzomiyy
argarug, Tunmey”s rag
Rottws  iwmeeyi, and

individuals wore caaghi -
n density of &ix animals
per hecsare

Greg and Micheel alsa
soarvhed several braches.
a lwvourne foraging ares,
on the island for fox
tracks, bt found noos.

The island was [irst
Eitesd faf feaes in 19E0,
anil hasting his since been
corréed our im 1981, 1984,
1987, 1989, 1990, and
1991, Foxes are now
Bbelioved 10 be exlinet om
mkarkyy Aungel, Gidley, and
Kenst Sslands, and on
Collier Bocks.

Roihschild s rock-wallahy
Petropaly rorhschildy,

Spatlight traverses
conducted in 1590 have
indicated s 30-fold
imerease in the sipghting
Frequency of fock-walls-
bies on Dolphin Island
since ihe inceplion of
i tirig 1580,

The wsleeed is also mch
in herimage values. Its
name derives from the
explomtion ship used by
F.T. Oregory during his
gaplaratien  of the
Roehoume disricr (then
lmorem 25 the Mickol Bay
Desiraci) im 1251
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