Dies Farrest « A CALM characier
Fhedo by Tanyia Maxied

Des Forrest

ANYONE who has ever
Tuelled up or phoned Collie
District in search of a piece
of fire fighting gear is sure
1o remember the booming
voice of Des Forrest, one of
CALM's more coloarful
claracters,

Deesmond {Tuatu) Fomrest
Jjoired the Forests Depari-
ment in February, 1961 afier
the: coal mines. were chosed
down i favonr of ofl as an
ENETEY SOUIE 0 geneTale
the Stale's power.

Along with a score of
ather retrenched miners he
was anmed with  hand
augers, axes and dynamiie.

His first job was io blow
up and burn logs that lay in
the way of the planting of
whiat % now Known as
Bussell's Planiation,

"We didn’t know what
had hit us as the work was
pretty different o mining,”
Des said. «

“The bosses here then
didn’t know what they"d
struck eather!

*“The mirers then were a
latle more mil#tant than (he

Eby Alan Hordacre |

regulars, but the bosses soon
fined that by sending us to
Manmip to pland the Black-
wood Valley pines,

“That soned the sheep
from the goats and you hod
o be 4 mountain goal to
wark in that country ™

Today, Des i in charge
of the fabrication, westmg,
sudit and storage of all of
CALM's fire equipment ns
well as being Jack of all
trandes as Disticl storeman.,

“Proper care and mainiz-
nance of the fire gear is most
important as having the
equipment in pood working
order &t a moment's notos is
vilal," Des says.

“¥ou hawe 10 be very
thorough and can’t have
miags doingt il - peopla’s lives
depersl on (e equipment so
we can’t alloed mistakos ™

Dies retires. n two years,
{enrlser, if he wins lofo), so
he 15 busy passing on his
knowledge 1o Prodection
Branch swll and the new
generation at Collie District,
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