Newm MeKenzie, one of the editors of Kimberley Rainforests,
Awvistralia, during a Walogical field sorvey.
Photo by Kevin Kenneally

Whitley Award for Kimberley book

THE Whitley Awards
Committee of the NSW
Raoyal Zoological Society
has awarded a Highly
Commended Certificale
for the book Kimberley
Rainforests, Australia,
Edited by CALM sci-
entists Morm McKenzieg,
Richard Johnson and Pe-
ter Kendrick, the book was
released last December,
MNorm said the book
was the culmination of
several years' hard work
by CALM, the WA De-
partment of Land Admin-
istration, the WA Mu-
seum, the Kalumburu
Aboriginal Community,
Curtin University, the
Liniversity of WA,
CSIRO and the Chicago

Field Museum of Matural
History.

“Kimberley Rainfor-
ests, Australia details the
1987-1989 study of more
than 1 3500 rainforest
patches scattered #cross
an area twice the size of
Tasmania,” Norm said.

“The ecological study
was carried out by 15
scientists - specialists in
remole sensing, bolany,
zoology, soils, conser-
vation ecology and
biogeography.

“The book not only
tells the biological story of
the rainforests, it also re-
fMlects the recent advances
in biological survey, a field
that was once considered a
‘raw science’,

“The study was made
possible by a Federal gov-
ernment grant through the
Mational Rainforest Con-
servation Program, and
administered by the De-
pariment of Ars, Sport,
the Environment and
Territories (DASET).

“Also greatly appreci-
ated is the wholehearted
support given throughout
the program by succes-
sive departmental offi-
cials and Ministers includ-
ing the present Environ-
ment Minister, Bob
Pearce.”

The Whitley Awards
began in 1978 in recogni-
tion of the important role
that Gilbert Whitley
(1903-1975) played in

fostering  Australian
zonlogy.

They are presented an-
nually by the NSW Royal
Zoological  Society 1o
authors and publishers
whose works significantly
further Australian
roological science.

The awards logo may
be used by successful pub-
lishers a5 a means ol ad-
vertising to the buying
public that the book is su-
perior to ils competitors,

According to the con-
venor of the Whitley
Awards Dr D § (Woody)
Homing, Kinberfey Rain-
faresis, Australia repre-
sents a sigmificant conin-
bution 1o the knowledge of
i unigue Australian ares.

“Three years of re-
search has yielded 21 pa-
pers, covering a broad
range of topics,” Dr
Horning said.

“One of the outstand-
ing values of the book is
the collection of papers
on invericbrates.

“This group is mostly
neglected in  faunal sur-
VEYS.

“It is also notable thal
the resulis of such a com-
prehensive survey were
researched and written up
s0 soon after the survey
was Nnished!™

Kimberley Rainforesis,
Australio was published
by Surrey Beally & Sons,
MNew South Wales. and
sells for $93 per coopy.
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