L e o

Goosebeak whale

o

beaches at Bunbury

WHEN beach walker
Laurie Hunt Mfound a dead
poosebeak whale on a
Bunbury beach recently,
CALM wildlife officer
Sean Hazelden was soon
on the scene where he is
pictured above examin-
ing the 2.8 metre juvenile
male.

The first record of the
Cuviers beaked {(or goose-
beak) whale (Ziphius
caviresiris) within the last
12 years (since CALM has
been keeping records) was
on 31 January 1988 ai War-
ren Beach which is west of
Northcliffe in the State’s
south west.

by Doug

Coughran

This species distribu-
tion is world wide in tropi-
cal and temperaie walers.

It 15 not known 1o mass-
strand ond most single
strandings are reporied
from New Zealand.

Their average length is
6.4 metres for males and 7
to 8.5 metres for females,
with calves abowt 2.1
metres ab birth,

Aduolt whales weigh on
average 3 tonnes, with a
maximum of 4.5 tonnes
recorded.

This species 15 by no
IMEANS B85 rard on our codst
as the lack of records sug-
gest but data retrieved from
such strandings provide
vitluable scientific infor-
mation for the WA M-
seum dee (o the oeeanic
habit of the species.

Tests were carried out
o establish whether or not
the presence of heavy
metal, organochlorine and
ploychlorinated biphenyls
{(PCB) had contributed o
its death.

While the exact cause
of death is unknown il is
suspecied o be due to
natural causes.
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