With frazen smiles and frigid fingers, three CALM mavriners, teft 1o right, Alan Byrae, Nigel
Sercombe and David Pearson praciice the HELP survival method wiile frnrmcior Amdeew

Borral, in wetsit, looks an.
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Eleven get HELP
in rough waters

ELEVEN CALM stall
have successfully
completed a four-day
Course in Proficiency in
Small Craft Safety and
Handling.

The Maritime Studies
Department of TAFE con-
ducted the course at the
coastal walers district of-
fice at Hillarys, with cer-
tificates beimng issued to the
successful participants by
the Depiriment of Marine
and Harbours

The first three days of
the course consisted of
theary covering lopics such
as the skipper's responsi-
hilities, boat construction,
fire prevention, regulations
on prevention of collision,
chart pilotage and buoyage.

Practical sessions cov-

ered rope splicing and

kiots and a4 swim, fully-
clothed, in the Hillarys
Marina,

The purpose of this last
exercise was o show how
participants could increase
their time in cold water
conditions for a 30 per cent
longer period without
suffering from cxposure.

The exercise, camed
out by CALM's intrepid
eleven inicy conditions, 15
known as Heat Escape
Lessening Practice
(HELP}.

The final day was also
devioted 1o practical exer-
cises, operating pairol
vessels Frendorca and
Wadjuk in what turned out
io be highly unfavourable
boating conditions with
25- knot winds and rising
BEas,

Mevertheless, all suc-
cessfully completed the
tasks.

Course participant
Alan Byrne said he
believed the course was a
must for those officers who
operated CALM s small

craft im local and
immediate off-shore
walers.

“Much of what we
leamt could mean the dif-
ference between life and
death, particularly inemer-
gency situations,” Alan
said.

The successful mari-
ners were: Bill Muir, Man
Warnock, Mark Bailey,
Phil Roberts, Peter Collins,
Phillip Fuller, David
Pearson, Stephanie Turner,
Migel Sercombe, Andrew
Hill and Alan Byme.
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