Kalbarri Open Day

IT 15 BAM am and about
108 people in 3 Tour-
wheel-drive vehicles ore

milling about the
Kalbarri National Park
fTice gates.

The occasion? Kalbarri
Matiomal Park ﬂ';n:n |Jn:f.

A warm welcome from
ranger-in-charge Roy
Harris is followed by a
demonstration of CALM s
firefighting equipment be-
fore setting off on a wour of
the park.

On Meanarra Hill, fire
behaviour is discussed and
the assembly views the af-
termeath of the December
100 waldlhire, while en-

ing abreathtaking pano-
rama of the wwn and
ocean, thonks o some ruly
superh wiather,

Hub caps
engaged

From there the canvoy
heada for the bush and bubs
are engaged for the first
time thai day, but not the
last as some were yet lo
discover!

Considering the ir-
cumnslances - hungry sand
and 0 few less than =e2a-
soned bush drivers - good
Progress is maintained and
the next sop is near the
Bety Crossing track o
enjoy another spectacular
view and see the regrowth
of arcas bumed in 1987.

The Loop and Z Bend is
mexl on the agenda.

In the lasy two years,
rangers and maintenance

arkers have ponstructed

Ak 1rails and plinths in
both locations, substan-
thally improving public
nocess and Enjoymenl

éby Gerry Deegan

Unfartunately, not all
participunts are having as
good a time as others.

IC for sore
heads

Thaose whio had enjoyad
the previous night's fish-
ing club chinner are estab-
lishing their own intensive
cire wimi i the £ Bend car
park.

Ouwr intrephd travellers
now hesd south and Follow
the moute of the old
telegraph ling o Junga,
stopping along the way 1o
receive o brief talk about
thee Time amd the recent fine
in that area.

Broken insulators still
mirk the telegraph route
amd ot vimes like the
present, when Fire has
cleared the vegetation suf-
ficiently, it is still possible
1o pick out wheel rues of
the old service track and
shock PoubE.

The wvehicles wheel
about in the old yard &t
Junga in maich the same
fashion as the wagon trains
of the old wild west

Southward push

After lunching here, the
wouthward push continses
and thanks fo little fingers
on a few free-wheeling
hubs, push becomes an
appropriate description of
the convoy's progress!

Drivers alfected by this
wrn of events kecp their
conl| rather well, which
SO say is poor form as it
detracts from the
enlerininment

Faollowing aninspection
of a malles fowl nest
mound, the travelbers move
on 0 the abandoned rab-
bit-proof fence, which
marks the southemn bound-
ary of the Kalbarri National
Park, and stop to inspect
the old hut which was fior-
merly used by the workers
who maintained the fence.

Feral animal
control

Continuing arownd the
south-castem flank of the
park, the rangers describe
heir buming experiments
amd ressarch i fhal area
then Tomy Farrell, the Ag-
riculiural Prolection Board
officer from Northampton,
gims a briel 1alk abour fe-
ral animal control

This i% the linal eptsade
of the Open Day and there
appears Lo be a smile on
every face and talk of do-
ing the same again, per-
haps taking in a different
part of the park.

Improved
finances

The success of the day
is mensured nol only in the
obvious enjoyment of par-
|'i|;ip|;|r|r;..|:|u|n|.;n1n aslight
improvement in the finan-
cial statws of the Kalbam
Volunteer Bush Fire Bri-
gade which jointly hosted
the outing with CALM's
Mational Park rangers.

A donation of S10 per
vehicle is quickly and
cheerfully handed aver lor
new equipment.

“Well worth every

cent,” one of the drivers is
heard 1o say.
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