Dragon Rocks give
up rare flora

OM the first weekend in
Movember 19 rare fora
volunteers, family and
friends spent a camping
weekend at Dragon Rocks
Matare Reserve with

officers from  the
Katanning and Narrogin
CALM DHsiricts,

This reserve comprises
32 000 ha lying betwen
Hyden and Mewdegaie in
the central eastern
wheathelt.

It has a complex nane-
ral system containing oul-
standing Mora, faunn and
landfiorms.

The reserve is managed
jointly by the Katanning
and Marmogin districis.

Duie to the secoess of
this campoul, considera-
tom ks being given 1o mak-
ing it an annual event ot
Dragon Rocks or at some
other large, local nature
reServes,

Twenty-cight wegera-
lion associfions ocour at
Dragon Rocks, including
wondlands, mallee,
kwengan heath and lithic
complexes with granite
rocks and breakaways,

A wilal of 576 plant
species were identiffed for
the reserve, including wo
species of ferm, three
gymnosperms and 571
ANIOEPES.

Of these species elght
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gazetied rare plants occur
along with 13 priority
species while 61 are
undeseribed.

A rare mammal

The wesiern mouse
(Prewdowmys occidentaliz)
s ome of severnl mee mam-
mals present on the reserve,

The chief aim of the
weekend was 1o complhete
surveys on declared rare
and priosity flora species
discovered during a recent
survey on the Dragon
Rocks Reserve.

Surveys were com-
pieted on populations of
pink bract grevillea (Gre-
villea invalwcraial,
Wittwer's grevillea (Gre-
willea witrweri), tnsel 1y
{Calectasia arnoldii}, and
twisted sheoak (Allo-
caswarime  fortiramula).

Ay well ag the wark
component, the weekend
provided an opportunity
to meet new people and
stay with Ceoffl and
Dianne MoDonald who
farm land mear the Dragon
Rocks.

The barbecue on (he
Saturdoy night at the
MeDonald's farm was a
good opporunity 1o talk
about recent discoveries.
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It was great, woo, 10 be
ahble o “rough’ it on their
property and cat oll their
koonacs | fresh-waler crus-
taceans introduced into
farm dams),

A spot of bird
waiching

As well as looking at
plants, teose interested
birds observed 32 bind spe-
ciasearly on Sunday mom-
Ing im salmon gum wood-
land on the reserve.

Forest ranger Darre.
Girnham from the Narmogin
District provided expert
identification.

Expert display

In addition to gaining
knowledge of reserve spe-
clos, 00E ANONYMOLS Eroup
was also treated (ooan exs
pert display of driving
skills and the retrieving of
a vehiche from the bog,

The interest was such
that the
Jjumped nimbly out of the
viehicle and took off for the
bush - i look for plands, of
course, which was why they
were there, anyway.

The men wene beft 1o
get themselves and the
vehicle out of the msd.

The winch did come in
hirl-d:.r
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