Nyungar culture in Walyunga

2 Peier Rindorn (el feciag) descoribes tve poassihle siguificance of U gtz oaiteroge in Walvirego Mool Poark fo CALM rangers amd wildiife officers
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Tall tales and true on tape

ORAL historian Julia
Ball has recently re-
corded retired CALM
lforester Len Talbot™s
recollections and knowl-
edge of the Mundaring
area lor an innovative
CALM project,
Information and anec-
deves provided by Len will
help Torm the basis of an

[ by Lotte Lent |

Some of the likely
highlights on the trml cas-
sette will include Aborigi-
nal use of the area, early
Ilrnht!r-;.'_;:lllng. WEIr Con-
struction, the mle of the
Spanish boshranger, am-
bush at Chipper’s Leap,

pected to include a musi-
cal component featuring
sengs from ond about the
areg and which could be
made availahle for sale or
hire.

The trail 15 visualised
as beginning just west of
John Forrest Mational
Park on the Great Eastern
Highvway and coftinuing

Mundaring Weir, the Dell,
through to Kalamunda
then up past Gooseberry
Hill Mational Park 1o form
a loop.

Several opportunities
will be provided for
visitors to get oul of their
cars for a picwic or to ake

a forest walk at areas of
historical interest.

Anyone with informi-
tron or ideas for stories o
be included on the cas-
selle Is invited 10 contaet
Stey Slavin at the Hills
Forest Oifice an
(09} 295 2244,

PENNY Hussey, Trevor
Walley and Bouyden
Yarren, from Wildlife
Protection in Como,
joined Mational Park
Rangers Ross Mcisill,
Hardy Dershow, Karl
Mucjanko, Keith
Tresidder and Tony Tap-
per for m tour of
Walyunga Natlonal Park
with v Peter Bindon,
Head of Anthropology at
the WA Museum.

The tour was organised
by Trewor Walley, at the
request of Ross McGill and
George Duxbury, to give
the wildlife officers and
national park mungers an
appreciation of the hiswory
and culiure of the locail
MNyungar people, who used
areas of the park as regular
camping and meeling
ploces,

Customs

The long-term plan is
io be able 1o provide an
imierpretive and educa-
lional  program  on
Nyungar cusioms and their
hunting and gathering
technigues.

The wur began ot the
archaeological sie o the
west of Walyunga Pool
carpark.

Here, Peter described
the way the area was used
us o camping ground and
tool-making site.

He explained the way
in which the museum is
able to date artefacts found
in such sites and estarmite
the length of ilime siies
werne wsed.

Ome particular rock for
which the area was known

1= Mylonite. This rock
Makes when siruck amnd ihe
Makes were used o make
cuming tools, sharpening
iocsls and, when ghsed along
a smooth stick, produced
sharp serrated knives.

Mear o this camping
groamd wis o small aren
thick with yams, which
were dug ouwt and eaten.

The nexi area visited
was the Walyunga Heritage
Trail, which runs upstream
from Walyunga Pool. Here,
Peter described in detail
the various topics covered
by the signs along the trail.

After lunch, the group
wenlt lo a remiote part of the
park 1o view a large quart
uul:l;.'l'l.rr_l wlhl:h Wik ht-
Ieved 1o be a quarry site.

Although the site was
very interesting, Peter was
ned sure I was a quarry
since there Wis no pmume-
diate evidence of manu-
facture of rock woaols

All of the rock peeces
appeared o have been pro-
duced by rock breaking and
cracking from the heat of
bush fires. However, Peler
said the sile warranied fur-
ther investigation,

The day’s aclivities
ended with a4 demonsira-
tion of fire-lighting using
the dry stems from the
blackboy pross-tree.

Museum visit

Ag a follow-up o the
Meld trip around
Walyunga, the panticipanis
were Lken on a “behind-
the-scenes’ iour of the Wa
Muscum o view some «
the Aboriginal wnefacts
from Walyunga area,
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