Workshop for
the Herbarium
volunteers

VOLUNTEER co=
ordinator Kevin
Kenneally welcomed 17
volunleers Lo a workshop
beld last monih in the
Herbarium.

Jan Gaibe gove a shor
talk on her role as a
consaliant boianist
employed to dotsbase the
reference herhanmuwm, with

sislance from Francine
owel and & eam of
volunisers,

Because the Herbarium
manages the State [lora
collection, there is a grear
demand placed on it by
CALM, piher govermmmenk
departments, and the
comamunity in general

T mesi the nesd For
native plant identification
the Herbarium has a
reference  collection
which |5 available o
CALM staff members and
the public.

Hestarium voluntesrs
play o crucial role in
helping to maintai both
the condent amd accuracy
ol the reference
collectron

Their work invalves
helping Jan to match
reference herbarium
specimens with vouchers
in ihe Sinte Tlors

illection,

All specimens in the
State collection are being
databased so thal each has
a umigque bar code mumber.
Jan ensores that each

by Neville
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reference herbariam
specimen has the comect
bar code oumber, so that
any name changes made
an the yvowcher specimen
in the: main collection can
be easily applied to iis
duplicate in the reference
herbariwm,

The: data processing is
keing done by Meriel
Falconer and some 3 000
specimens have so far
heen processed

The nexl speaker was
David Coates, the program
leader o the flora
conservation program,
which now includes the
former plant diseases
PO rm.

Research

Diavid pointed out thai
maost ol his research
covers rare and threatened
fMora and he is invalved in
mare flors surveys

Public education absoul
rare and threatened flora
can be of greal bemafil,
and enthusiastic
volunteers can help speed
the collection of dala
during rare Mora surveéys.

If CALM ks bo miet the
challenge of monaging ihe
vasi conservalion estabe
of such o larpe Stae aa
Western Ausiralia, while
ot the same time mising

public awareness,  ipwill
meed all the support and
help it can get from ihe
cammanity.

The wolupleers Wwere
then taken on a lour of the
Herbarium laboratory,
where Yicki Hamley and
Steve Carstairs demon-
strated the technigue of
allozyme elecirophoresis
used [or invesligating ge-
netic variation within snd
between plant populaticns
anil between taxa,

Database

The final question &nd
answer seisbhon was held
i the reference herbarium
and Alex Chapman was
invited 1o anend and
responil 1o questions aboaul
the sinachers and operation
of the W AHerb database.

B}' volunteering
their time and ex pertise,
herbarium. valufRleers
play a signalicant pari
in comserving the
Slate's wildhife for fu-
ture gencralions.

Here is an example
;}rp{pshi\l-e cooperaiion
and interaction between
members of the public
and the government one
in which the public is
directly involved in
work that helps promote
an awareness of the
need 1o pratect and man-
age the conservaiion
estate for the good of
all.

Flane Conservanon Progrom feoder David Coares and veduntpers dool deerr tie shoulder of fofwrmary monoger Yook Mamiey
af ghe dieinitvales owf of Ui precerse for inveniganiag renair variation benvesw plavty, Piotn hy David Gough

'Rocks’' head for Japan

A COUFLE af
stramatalite rocks from
Hamelin Pool Marine
MNature Reserve are tok-
ing a Might o Japan.
They are destined for the
Kanzgana Museum of
Natural History, jusi
ouiside Tokyo.

This mew Mustum is
ta deantl the “life history
of Planet Earth”, in whijch
stromatolite growers (tiny
micre-organisma) have
played a large pan. The
Inrge complex will open
next  year, and the
stromatolites provided

by Ron Shepherd|

under CALM permit will
be o primary exhibdt.

Im the near fature
discimssions will be held
in regard b0 obiaining a
living stromatolite from
Hamelin Pood 1o be & focal
point & the Maseum

D Maleolm Walter
recemtly visited Shark Bay
o collect the stromaveliae
rocks on behall of ihe
Musswm,

Dr Walter was one of
the principal scientists in

Looking for

CALM, WWF and the SA
Department of Environ-
ment and Planning have
initiated 8 mew project
aimed at tracking down

shrubland, or cccasionally
in grassland with scatbered
acacia shrubs, which they
need for shelier. They are
quiet and shy, often hiding

the Baas Becking
Laboratories which
candacted extensive

resgirch in Hamelin Poal
during the 1970s and early
1S,

Dr Walier's wisit to the
Bay coimcided with that
of a freslance journalist,
Mz Michiko Swruki,
interested in the micro-
organism’s abality Lo use
mucus o rap sediment
and form stromatolites.

M5 Suznki has used the
stromaiolite slory in
promational brochurnes for
“Selbex’, Japan's besi-

birds

some small areas on the
wostern angin of ils rangs,
buwi =till cocurs im some
areas which have been
grazed by domestic siock
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selling stomach wlcer
medicine! How"s that for
lateral thinking?

Class
act

AUTUMMN classes organ-
ised by the University of
‘Western Australia Exten-
shon Service and run by
CALM staff are proving
o be popular. These
codrses provide an op-
portanily for the public
tor learm abowt programs
and arens that CALM
slalf are invalved in.
Following the success
of the Shark Bay Hertoge
course last year and an
article in the summer
edition of LANDSCOPE,
the Awlamn 1992 course
was fully booked within
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