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National park ranger Lyndsay Brown at Cape Peron in the proposed Francois Peron National Park.

New national parks at
Francois Peron and
Kennedy Range

NATIONAL parks are
to be created at Kennedy
Range and Shark Bay.

The proposed Kennedy
Range National Park
which is about 175 km
east of Carnarvon, is a
spectacular sight, with
elaborately branched
gorges and cliffs rising
some 80 metres on itseast-
ern side.

Valuable
habitat

Because of its size -

sut 140 000 ha - the

~ park provides valu-
able habitat for plants and
animals.

Euros and rock walla-
bies shelter in caves along
the top of the eastern ridge
and the area has outstand-
ing geological, fossil and
botanical values.

In excellent
condition

The range is very dry,
therefore it has not been
heavily grazed, even by
feral animals, so the flora
is in excellent condition.

The spectacular orange-
flowering Ashby’s banksia
(Banksia ashbyi) is one of
the more distinctive plants
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Numerous artefacts
indicate the area was used
by Aboriginal people, as
the local rocks were ideal
for making stone tools.

Kennedy Range is of
traditional interestto Abo-
riginal people and discus-
sions have been held with
the Mungullah Commu-
nity about their future in-
volvement in manage-
ment of the park.

Attractive to
visitors

The imposing nature of
the range, along with its
remote location and sur-
wildflower
spectacle in winter, is a
strong attraction to visi-
tors.

From about 1975, the
State Government has
purchased land in the
area from pastoralists
with a view to estab-
lishing a national park.

The Government
intends to add further areas
to the park, including

sections of the eastern
scarp, as negotiations with
adjacent pastoral stations
are finalised.

Francois Peron
National Park

The proposed Francois
Peron National Park is
only a few minutes’ drive

.from Denham (Shark

Bay)and is becoming
more and more popular
with visitors.

Peron Peninsula was
visited by early explorers
William Dampierin 1699,
and by its namesake, the
French naturalist Francois
Peron in 1801 and 1803.

The old homestead
complex that remains
from the days when it
wasa sheep station is a
focal visitor destination,
and an old pearling camp
can still be seen at Herald
Bight.

Outstanding
value

The area was bought by
theStateGovemmentin 1990
because of its outstanding
conservation values.

The new park will
protect rare wildlife,
spectacular coastal scenery
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and arid shrublands and
offer visitors a wildemess
experience.

The proposed park
covers about 40 000 ha of
rolling sandplainsandBig
Lagoon, an important fish
breeding area, has exten-
sive views over the blue
water and white beaches
around it.

The spectacular red
cliffs of Cape Peron are
another major attraction
with dolphins, dugongs,
turtles and manta rays that
can often be seen in the
ocean below.

Thick-billed
grass wren

A rare bird, the thick-
billed grass-wren, is re-
stricted to an area that in-
cludes Francois Peron.

There is a long-term
plan toreintroduce endan-
gered mammal species
into the park.

Because Peron Penin-
sula is almost an island,
being connected to the
mainland at the narrow
Tailefer Isthmus, the pe-
ninsula may eventually
be sealed with a vermin-
proof fence and baited
intensively to reduce fox
and rabbit numbers.
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growth

LENGTHY negotiations
by CALM have paid off
with the announcement
of a $60 million dollar
investment in WA tree
plantations.

The agreementbetween
CALM and Oji Paper
Company and Itochu Cor-
poration was announced
thismonth by Premier Car-
men Lawrence.

It is the first time over-
seas companies have in-
vested in commercial hard-
wood plantations in Australia.

The $60 million will be
spent over the next ten
years as 25 million blue
gums are planted on al-
ready cleared farmland in
the Albany region.

All of these seedlings
will come from CALM'’s
Manjimup nursery, which
last winter dispatched
nearly four million blue
gum seedlings.

A total of 20 000 hec-
tares will be planted, with
the companies funding the
entire project and contract-
ing CALM to supervise the
operation.

Wood fibre from the
trees will earn the State
$50 million in export in-
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come per annum as the
trees are harvested.

Executive Director Syd
Shea said Oji and Itochu
chose to invest in WA af-
ter assessing the potential
for commercial tree plan-
tationsin 38 regions around
the world.

Oji Paper Company is
Japan’s largest pulp and
paper company with an
international reputation for
outstanding management
and research. Itochu is an-
other leading Japanese
company which is already
a major contributor to
WA’s economy through
the iron ore industry.

The blue gum project
will be an extension of
CALM'’s sharefarming
scheme, forming partner-
ships between investors and
farmers, who will be paid a
percentage of profits.

“The investors will not
acquire any land,” Dr Shea
said.

“The trees will be inte-
grated into other farm ac-
tivities so there is no con-
flict with traditonal farm
production.
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“In fact, the shelter from
trees can increase the pro-
duction from other crops
and stock.

“The Oji/ltochu project
is a very significant one, but
there’s no reason why WA
cannot establish 200 000
hectares of tree plantations
in the south west within
the next 15 years.

“Tree planting on
this scale would generate
half a billion dollars of
export income per annum
andbecause the trees would
be established on already
cleared agricultural land,
there would be a major re-
duction insalination, phos-
phate pollution and soil
degradation.”

Dr Shea said a number
of other major overseas
companies had now begun
negotiations with CALM
with the intention of estab-
lishing further plantations.

Detailed technical and
economical studies under-
taken by CALM over the
past five years showed that
highquality wood fibre could
be produced in WA's south
west as efficiently - or even
more efficiently - than any-
where else in the world.

Western Australia's
natural advantage

THE isolation and harsh
climate that hamper
some WA ventures are
the very features that give
us a natural advantage in
ecotourism, delegates to
the Into Asia conference
were told recently.

CALM Executive Di-
rector Dr Syd Shea said the
growing demand for na-
ture-based tourism could
not only help maintain our
living standards, but help
protect the environment.

“Tourism is the world’s
fastest growing industry -
some estimates put its
growth at eight per cent
per annum,” Dr Shea said.

“Nature-based tourism
is thought to be growing
three times as fast at 25 per
cent per annum.

“While CALM isn’t re-
sponsible for tourist pro-
motion in this State, it is
responsible for the man-
agement of nearly 20 mil-
lion hectares of the State,
an area which includes
many of the natural attrac-
tions which draw tourists.

“Thesignificance of the
natural environment to the
existing tourist industry
shouldn’t be underesti-
mated.

“The Australian Tour-
ism Commission, for ex-
ample, found that 71 per
cent of all American visi-
tors put as their first choice
for visiting Australia the
‘unusual birds, animals and
flora’.

“Our isolation and
climate have led to the

incredible diversity of
wildlife we enjoy.

“The 12 000 species of
vascular plants found in
WA compares with only
1 400 in the United King-
dom - about the same
number that occurs in one
of WA’s national parks.

“Rather than seeing na-
ture-based tourism as a
threat to CALM’s mission
to conserve WA's wildlife
and manage lands and wa-
ters for present and future
generations, we see it as an
essential partner in achiev-
ing that end.

“There’s no doubt that
unmanaged people pres-
sure will cause severe en-
vironmental degradation.
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