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A positive a ftitude, single-minded dedication and self-discipline are qualities that set a high-achiever apart from the rest. It is these qualities that have eamed 
reserve management assistant Sharon Fraser the title Goldfields Sportswoman of the Year for 1992. Read about her 011 page 7 in 'A new Fraser dawns on the 

Goldfields.' Photo courtesy Kalgoorlie Miner 

Potential for $1.5 billion industry 
WESTERN Australia's 
forest-based industries 
have the potential to 
generate $1.S billion 
dollars a year export 
income by the early part 
of the next century, 
according to Executive 
Director Syd Shea. 

"Industries based on the 
State ' s native hardwood 
resource have already 
made a significant invest-

.!nt into research tech
nology and marketing 
since the the 1987 Timber 
Strategy was endorsed," 
Dr Shea said. 

" As a consequence, 
there's a major demand for 
processed native timber 
products , despite the 
recession. 

"It's important, how
ever, to recognise that 
every stage of the wood 
production cycle, starting 
with the establishment 
of trees, represents an 
increase in value." 

Dr Shea said an excel
lent example was the 
State's potential to estab
lish 200 000 hectares of 
trees on already cleared 
agricultural land in the 

south-west (See 'CALM 
wins new growth indus
try,' December 1992-Janu
ary 1993 CALM NEWS) . 

"Exporting wood fibre 
will complement any fu
ture proposals to establish 
a pulp mill in WA. 

"More than one million 
hectares of already cleared 
land in the south-west is 
suitable for plantation 
trees. 

"This is enough to pro
vide feedstock for two or 
three pulp mills and still 
service the existing de
mand for wood fibre from 

the established industry." 
Dr Shea said an in

crease in value would not 
occur unless there was in
tegrated use of the logs 
produced . 

"Just as a butcher can 't 
afford to kill a cow for its 
fillet steak alone, it would 
be uneconomical to use 
only those parts of tree 
logs which are suitable for 
high grade furniture. 

"We' re fortunate in this 
State that our climate and 
soil conditions mean we 
can produce wood fibre as 
efficiently, or more 

efficiently, than anywhere 
else in the world., 

"This is really one 
industry where Aust
ralia has a comparative 
advantage." 

The other characteris
tics of the forest industries 
were that their capacity to 
generate jobs per unit in
vestment was much 
greater than other Aus
tralian export industries . 

As well, the industry 
could play a major role 
in helping reverse eco
nomic decline in WA ' s 
rural areas . 

Fitness scores with fire-fighters 
SOME 560 staff have 
now taken part in 
CALM health and fit
ness seminars. Most are 
involved in fire-fighting 
duties and have enthusi
astically endorsed the 
principles learned at the 
seminars. 

Many have written to 
the Executive Director or 
their supervisors , express
ing their all-round satis
faction with the seminars 
and how the application 
of these principles has in 

man y cases improved 
their lives, both within and 
outside the workplace . 

Districts from Moora 
down to Esperance have 
been exposed to the semi
nars and have now had the 
opportunity to put the 
principles learned into 
practice. 

Here are some reports 
on thei r progress from 
Fire Protection Branch 
manager Rick Sneeuw
jagt: 

"Three people in Pe-rth 

by Verna 
Costello 

District have shed IO to 
14 kilograms each and a 
another is rowing on the 
lake at Yanchep as part of 
his aerobic exercise. 

"Others choose a vari
ety of exercise options in
cluding cycling, bush
walking, jogging , and 
aerobics . 

"Margaret River and 
Ludlow staff have built 

volley ball courts and is
sued challenges to other 
Districts to compete with 
them." 

Below are ex tracts 
from some of the letters : 

From Moora, opera
tions officer Ken Borland: 
"This District had mul
tiple lightning strikes on 
December 27. The largest 
fire at Eneabba lasted 
six days before reigniting 
two days later and burn
ing for a further three days. 

"My wife was heavily 

pregnant, (Melissa Jane 
arrived January 20) so be
ing away from home for 
such a duration while she 
was in this condition 
caused me some anxiety. 

"The techniques of re
laxation and the knowl
edge of how our bodies 
relate to stress helped me 
to overcome frustration 
and sleepless nights at the 
fire and to remain cool 
and professional. 

Continued on page 3 
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• Rockhopper penguin 
returned - page 7 

• Purnululu Aboriginal 
rangers graduate 
- page 8 

Good oil 
to light 
your fire 
and clean 
machines 
safely 
AN environmentally 
friendly industrial
strength solvent may be 
the key to revegetation 
of much of WA's de
graded farmland. 

CALM ' s Vegetation 
and Tree Planting Advi
sory Service (V ATP AS) 
has been working with 
Professor Allan Barton 
from Murdoch University 
and consultant scientist 
Greg Eaton of Mertz Aus
tralia Pty Ltd. Their 
project was to develop 
eucalyptus oil as a sol
vent that can replace 
ozone-depleting indus
trial chemicals. 

Safety benefits 
Tests carried out by 

CALM and Alcoa Aus
tralia have found that 
"Eucasol", as the product 
will be called, compares 
more than favourably with 
petrochemical solvents 
currently in use by indus
try. The natural product 
also has health and safety 
benefits, as well as being 
totally bio-degradable. 

Eucalyptus oil is dis
tilled from the leaves of 
several species of mallee
type eucalypts which oc
cur naturally throughout 
the wheatbelt of WA. 

Higher oil yield 
CALM staff, in asso

ciation with Professor 
Barton, have been screen
ing these species to select 
trees which have a higher 
than normal leaf-oil 

by Tim 
Birmingham 

content. This year seed 
orchards will be estab
lished using seed col 
lected from the mallees to 
produce genetically im
proved seed for future 
commercial plantings. 

CALM has also re
ceived funding this year 
to plant more than 120 
kilometres of hedge-size 
plantings to examine vari
ous commercial planting 
layouts and compare the 
performance of several 
different species of high 
oil- producing eucalypts. 

After an establishment 
period of three to four 
years, the mallees can be 
harvested every two years, 
yielding between 70-100 
kilograms of eucalyptus 
oil per hectare. 

Pilot scheme 
Another potential eu

calyptus oil product be
ing tested is the "Mallee 
Boy Firelighter" . Made 
of eucalyptus oil, _beeswax 
and sawdust, the firelight
ers will be included in 
bagged firewood supplied 
to Rottnest Island in a 
pilot scheme. 

Good Samaritan Indus
tries will manufacture the 
firelighters and bag the 
firewood under a 12-
month contract. 

Sharefarming partner
ships similar to those in 

Co111in11ed 011 page 2 
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