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Purnululu Aboriginal 
rangers graduate 

PAUL Butters and Alex 
Rogers from Purnululu 
National Park are the first 
Aboriginal rangers in 
CALM to gain a Certifi
cate in Lands, Parks and 
Wildlife Management. 

The pair graduated at 
the end of last year in a 
ceremony at the Katherine 
Open College of T AFE. 

Obstacles 
overcome 

Since joining the De
partment in the middle of 
1988, they had to over
come more than their fair 
share of obstacles to 
achieve their certificates. 

The remote park is 350 
kilometres from the East 
Kimberley district office 
and is accessible only by 
four-wheel drive vehicle. 

No phone, no 
fax 

East Kimberley district 
manager Mark Pittavino 
said when Paul and Alex 
strrrted, the park had no 
telephone or fax , no ac
commodation or training 
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venue and no other perma
nent staff. 

"Not only that, but the 
local training officer's fed
erally funded contract ex
pired the following year," 
he said . 

"With Perth 3 500 kilo
metres away and with the 
lack of facilities, there were 
quite a few difficulties fo r 
Ale;x. and Paul in complet
ing the T AFE certificate 
the other rangers do. 

Alternative 
course 

"Completion of that 
course not only provides 
relevant skills and knowl
edge, but also allows for 
career progression, so we 
had to find an alternative 
course. 

"The solution came 
from CALM's Training 
Officer Tony Brandis." 

Tony said: "We had 
heard the college at 
Katherine was contemplat-

ing a similar course for the 
Conservation Commission 
rangers in the Territory . 

" I contacted the college 
and told them about our 
TAFE -course . 

Permission 
gained 

"They then got permis
sion to use it and modified 
it for tropical conditions." 

Like the T AFE course, 
the Katherine course has 
both theory and practical 
components. 

Alex and Paul com
pleted the theory by a com
bination of external study 
and by attendance at the 
college for four blocks of 
four weeks . 

The practical compo
nent was completed 
through CALM in-service 
courses . 

Paul and Alex were se
lected for the training pro
gram by the Purnululu 
Aboriginal Corporation 
who manage the park in 
conjunction with CALM. 

The Corporation pro
vided invaluable support 
to both of them during their 

studies and assisted with 
their training in Aborigi
nal cultural issues relating 
to the park. 

Mark said he was par
ticularly impressed with 
the dedication shown by 
both officers in gaining 
their certificates. 

"Given all the difficul
ties it is a credit to both 
that they have stuck with 
the training program. 

Valuable 
contribution 
Both Paul and Alex are 

now making a valuable 
contribution to the man
agement of the park and 
other areas," he said. 

"Praise must go to the 
course organisers, but most 
of all it is a positive state
ment about the District and 
the Department. 

"Paul and Alex received 
great support from fellow 
staff as _well as a lot of 
assistance from outside 
the District." 

Both Mark and Tony 
were on hand at Katherine 
to see Paul and Alex re
ceive their certificates. 

Mammal conservation 
course a first for CALM 

CALM has run its first 
accredited mammal 
conservation course for 
District staff. 

The course was run at 
the Maxon Farm Field 
Centre, near the Batalling 
Forest block, east of Collie. 

Course coordinators 
John Skillen, Keith Mor
ris, Kim Williams, Rob 
Brazell and Peter Moore 
aimed at putting together a 
course that taught CALM 
staff the skills required to 
prepare and implement a 
district fauna management 
plan. 

To pass the course, a 
district fauna management 
plan will have to be pro
duced within 12 months. 
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Roger Underwood 
opened the course and out
lined to the participants the 
need for such a course and 
emphasised the important 
role that District staff have 
in fauna conservation pro
grams. 

Lectures by CALM 
staff, the Agricultural Pro
tection Board and WA 
Museum staff, combined 
with field demonstrations, 
showed the participants 
how to plan and carry out 
fauna surveys. 

The course covered 
trapping and spotlighting 

techniques, mammal han
dling and identification, 
and data recording and 
analysis. 

Applied fauna manage
ment techniques, such as 
fox baiting, radio-tracking 
and the role of reintroduc
tion programs, were dem
onstrated and discussed. 

Legislative aspects of 
wildlife conservation were 
also covered. 

The course was targeted 
at mammal conservation 
because it is this group, in 
particular the medium
sized mammals, that have 
declined most since Euro
pean settlement and are in 

. the most need of assistance. 
However, some of the 

skills learnt are also appli
cable to wider fauna sur
veys . 

The forests are now the 
last refuge for several spe
cies of mammal so it was 
thought appropriate to in
vite forest district staff to 
the course in the first in
stance. 

The course was consid
ered to be a success by both 
organisers and participants 
and will be repeated later 
this year. 

Interest in the course 
has been shown by CALM 
staff outside the forest dis
tricts and by other agen
cies such as the Agricul
tural Protection Board and 
Alcoa of Australia. 

Successful pilot 
course paves way 

for another 
ENTHUSIASTIC and 
positive responses 
recorded in an evaluation 
of CALM's Dryandra 
Woodland Ecology 
Course have resulted in 
another course being 
arranged for May 28 
to 30. 

Held last November, the 
weekend pilot course was 
attended by 19 people from 
a wide range of 
occupations. They 
included a carpenter, a 
lawyer, a tour operator 
and several teachers. 

Environmental delights 
included radio-tracking 
numbats, spotlighting 
brushtail possums, 
woylies, brush wallabies 
and tawny frogmouths as 
well as trapping a mardo 
and a red-tai.led 
phascogale. 

The course was led by 
CALM research scientist 
Tony Friend, ably assisted 
by technical officer Neil 
Thomas, and featuring an 
enthusiastic selection of 
Narrogin District and 
Wheatbelt regional staff. 

A barbecue kicked off 
activities on the Friday 
night and later, at Irabina, 
Dryandra' s field study cen
tre, senior forester (and 
barbecue-chef extra
ordinaire) Steve Gorton 
welcomed the group to the 
Nairngin District. 

He explained the his
tory and management of 
mallet plantations and 
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timber production in the 
District. 

Tony then charmed the 
audience with vivid pho
tos of Dryandra 'critters' 
and a presentation on 
wheatbelt mammals. 

Despite the late hour, 
the crew then set off to 
beam their spotlights on 
unsuspecting wildlife. 

On Saturday, forester 
and tree nursery manager 
Greg Durell joined Tony 
to lead the group on a morn
ing of feverish activity dis
covering animal trails, 
tracks and diggings and 
vegetation associations . 

In the afternoon, Abo
riginal liaison officer Noel 
Nannup, his young son 
Greg and friend Roderick 
(Salty) Penney led partici
pants on a guided walk 
along the Ochre Trail. 

On the way they sam
pled some tiny, but tasty 
bulbs on a skimpy-looking 
vine called fringed lily 
(Thysanotus parersonii) 
and tried their hands at sift
ing ochre, using the decep
tively simple-looking Abo
riginal yandi dish. 

One enthusiastic par
ticipant smeared her face, 
hands and neck with rich, 
red ochre. 

Discovery of a large 
carpet python was the next 
unplanned excitement 
shared by the intrepid 
group before a session of 

trap-laying, led by Neil. 
After dinner, planning 

officer Anthony Sutton 
explained the planning 
process and his part in 
drafting the Dryandra 
Management Plan. 

The group then took part 
in a hair-raising role-play
ing game designed to dem
onstrate the complexities 
of management planning. 

The result was an hi -

larious theatrical perfr 
ance complete with props 
and riotous group presen
tations . 

Sunday brought warm 
weather and a leisurely 
bushwalk straight into the 
path of a dragon lizard, 
which allowed itself to be 
examined and photo
graphed . 

Morning trap-checking 
complete, Tony presented 
the final section of the 
course on numbat ecol
ogy, foxes, fauna and 
'1080' poison. 

The course finished af
ter lunch with the evalua
tion and a group photo
graph. 

All funds collected have 
been placed in a Dryandra 
Trust Fund account ear
marked for further inter
pretation, education and 
research . 

Anyone interesterl =, 
more details, inclu. 
evaluation results, please 
call interpretation and com
munity education officer 
Lotte Lent on 09 364 0729. 

Goodwill exchange 
BLOODY dingin (cold) 
was Helmi's reaction to a 
particularly chilly spell 
during his recent visit to 
Western Australia last 
spring. 

Helmi, the tourism de
velopment officer 
Banyuwangi Region, and 
Kurung, the chief of natu
ral resources, conservation 
station - Malang, hail from 
the National Park Service 
in East Java and visited 
CALM for two weeks as 
part of a sister-state ex
change program. 

As guests of Swan Re
gion, Wildlife Research 
Centre and Environmen
tal Protection Branch, our 

visitors covered a large 
area, from Jurien Bay to 
Pemberton and a range of 
topics : catchment manage
ment, logging, mining, rare 
flora protection, recreation 
developments, avifauna 
surveys, chuditch collar
ing and, thanks to our resi
dent expert Jim Lane, the 
finer points of sheep dog 
trials! 

This was the second 
visit by Indonesian man
agers to WA. 

In I 99 I, Susetyo, the 
project officer of Indone
sia's Bromo Tengerr Semeru 
National Park, visited us and, 
as part of the exchange, Frank 
Batini visited five national 

parks in east Java during 
May last year.These parks 
ranged from volcanic 
peaks, and lowland tropi
cal rainforest to savannah. 

In an area the size of 
the south-west of WA live 
33 million people, yet a 
considerable area has been 
set aside as production for
est, protection forest or na
tional park. 

All developed areas are 
intensively used but pro
tection of the national parks 
is a major priority. 

Small parks of about 
25 000 ha may have over 
50 staff rostered to prr 
the park on a 24-hour

1 
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seven-day week basis. 

How the chuditch 
got its spots 

THIS is a story from the !by Trevor Walley I down the possum. Eventu-
Dreamtime when animals ally he came upon the pos-
were half human (super- before he left, he marked sum's camp, but before he 
human), and the chuditch her beak with ochre. could spear him the chu-
was married to the emu. When the chuditch re- ditch was ambushed and 

One day the chuditch turned he noticed the ochre speared in the sides. 
went away hunting, as men mark and, in a fit of range, If you look at a chu-
often do, and the emu stayed built a fire and threw the ditc~ or its picture, you 
at the camp gathering ber- emu in it. can see the spear marks. 
ries, as women often do. The fire burnt her wings You will also find that 

While the chuditch was so badly that she was un- the possum now lives high 
away, along came the pos- able to fly and to this day up in tree hollows and 
sum, who fancied the emu, emus cannot fly. comes out only at night to 
and tried to entice her away, Meanwhile, the chu- avoid any chuditch bent on 
which he failed to do - so ditch.left the camp to track revenge. 


