
Worthwhile results 
from amnesty 

Western Australia's first 
cockatoo amnesty has 
produced a good response 
with 100 phone calls from 
the public and several 
cockatoos handed in to 
CALM. 

The six-week amnesty 
had been called so that any
one with illegally obtained 
parrots or cockatoos could 
declare them without fear 
of prosecution. 

It was also aimed at 
raising public awareness 
of the fact that it is illegal 
to take native parrots and 
cockatoos from the wild 
and that special licensing 
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requirements are required 
for those bred in captivity. 

As a result of the am
nesty, I 1 birds, including 
white tailed black cocka
toos, a Major Mitchell 
cockatoo and galahs, have 
been declared, handed in 
to CALM or released. 

While the amnesty al
lowed people to declare 
birds that were being kept 
illegally as pets it also gave 
people the opportunity to 
provide CALM with infor-

mation on 'professional' 
nest-robbing and bird
smuggling activities. 

Almost a third of the 
calls received related to 
these types of activities, 
and investigations by 
CALM have resulted in one 
person being apprehended 
while attempting to smug
gle two cockatiels out of 
the country. 

In other instances 
trapped birds were 
discovered, released and 
the trapping equipment 
seized. 

A number of other leads 
is still being investigated. 

Boot cleaning station 
helps fight dieback 

East Mount Barren, 
which is the site of sev
eral unique, threatened 
plants, lies on the eastern 
side of Fitzgerald River 
National Park. 

The mountain also of
fers spectacular views over 
the surrounding park and 
hinterland. 

A footpath has long 
been a feature for visitors 
to the eastern end of the 
Fitzgerald River National 
Park. 

Because East Mount 
Barren suffers the grave 
indignity of having the 
Phytophthora mega
sperma variety of dieback 
disease present in several 
sections around its base, 
the path was closed in 1990 
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as a precaution against the 
disease being carried up 
the mountain via walkers' 
footwear. 

Obviously, the proxim
ity of this infection and the 
susceptibility and scarcity 
of the mountain flora re
quired careful considera
tion. 

After lengthy discus
sions among district and 
regional staff it was de
cided that a raised 
boardwalk be built that 
would allow walkers ac
cess across the base of the 
mountain without having 
to walk on the soil. 

The boardwalk also in
corporated a boot-cleaning 
station to help eliminate 
the risk of moving infected 
soil onto the mountain. 

Senior ranger Martin 
Lloyd and rangers Lindsay 
Brown, Mark Roddy and 
I built the boardwalk in 
sections on a jig set up at 
the East Mount Barren 
ranger station. 

Fifty-nine sections 
were laid down to cover 
the 180 metres from car 
park to mountain. 

East Mount Barren 
ranger Mark Roddy reports 
that the attitude of visitors 
to the dieback problem is 
encouragingly positive 
with everybody using the 
boot-cleaning station. 

Walkers cleaning thongs at dieback cleaning station. Photo by Martin Lloyd 

Region's rare finds 
Rare flora seems to be 
turning up everywhere in 
the Swan Region, with 
staff finding a new 
population every week on 
average. 

During 1992, a total of 
54 previously unrecorded 
populations of declared 
rare flora were located by 
staff. These mostly oc
curred on the Region's 
State forest and nature re
serves. 

Regional manager Alan 
Walker said the Region's 
conservation officer Les 
Robson deserved much of 
the credit for the excellent 
result. 

"While many district 
staff made significant 
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contributions, Les was the 
one who discovered a great 
number of the new 
populations," Alan said. 

A significant find was 
the Bindoon starbush 
( Asterolasianivea), known 
only from a single road
side population until Les 
spotted more of the spe
cies on a nature reserve in 
1990. 

The most recent find is 
the third and largest known 
population. 

Another important dis
covery was a large popula
tion of the scarlet 

lechenaultia (Lechenaultia 
laricina). 

This new species was 
known from only five lo
cations and appeared to be 
in a state of decline. 

The new discovery of 
this species is the second 
largest known population, 
consisting of some 210 
plants and was found in an 
area of State forest pro
posed as a conservation 
park. 

"These discoveries 
have improved CALM's 
knowledge of rare and en
dangered plants in the 
Swan Region and en
hance our ability to protect 
and manage rare species," 
Alan said. 

Adults standing at rear, left to right: senior technical officers Graham Liddelow and John Neal, senior research scientist 
Lach/an McCaw, user support officer Pam Burgoyne, senior principal research scientist Per Christensen and technical officer 
Steve Dick. Seated at centre front is John Neal's wife Lyn. Children left to right are Shell, Matthew and Shane Liddelow and 

Tenzin Dick at extreme right. Delayed action photo by Pam Burgoyne. 

Polishing up the Perup 
• 

Perup Field Station was 
a hive of activity one 
weekend in February, 
when a keen group of 
volunteers from Man
j imup Science and 
Information Centre held 
a busy bee to clean, repair 
and generally tidy up the 
buildings and grounds. 

The group included Per 
Christensen, Lachlan 
McCaw, Graham (Tub) 
Liddelow, Bob Smith, John 
and Lyn Neal, Steve Dick 
and Pam Burgoyne. 

Children belonging to 
Tub and Steve also lent a 
hand with clean-up 
operations. 

The field station is 
located in the proposed 
Perup Nature Reserve 
about 40 kilometres north 
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east of Manjimup and has 
been used over many years 
as a base for forest ecology 
research and education 
programs. 

Weekend field ecology 
courses held each spring 
and autumn provide an 
opportunity for members 
of the public to learn some
thing of the ecology of the 
eastern jarrah and wandoo 
forests around Perup. 

Friday morning's ac
tivities included roof re
pairs to the house (Bob and 
Lachie), carpet laying (Per 
and John) and removal of 
antiquated displays and 
posters and maps from the 

projects room by Lyn and 
Pam along with amazing 
quantities of desiccated 
flies and moths! 

Later, Steve's carpen
try skills were put to good 
use restoring doors to 
working order, while Lyn, 
Pam and John installed 
new flywire to the doors of 
the sleeping units. Sections 
of an old fence were also 
dismantled and removed. 

By knock-off time on 
Friday, it was clear that the 
major job of possum proof
ing the main house would 
have to be left until Satur
day . Barbecues were lit 
and a pleasant evening 
was spent with an event
ful spotlighting session 
led by Tub Liddelow. 

Tub also set traps so 

that the house possums 
would be captured in good 
time for the next day's 
events. 

Saturday morning saw 
three possums captured 
right around the house area 
and care was taken to keep 
them as comfortable as 
possible while the possum
proof wire was installed 
by Steve and Tub. 

All in all it seemed a 
very successful busy be 
as well as a most pleas~,. 
social outing for adults and 
children who had worked 
together. 

Maintaining and, where 
possible, improving the 
facilities at Perup Field 
Station will help to rein
force its role as a research 
and education centre. 

Helicopter buckets fire at 
Walpole-Nornalup NP 

CALM staff at Walpole 
used a Bell Jetranger 
helicopter to help control 
the February fire in the 
Nuyts wilderness area of 
the Walpole-Nornalup 
National Park. 

With strong winds 
blowing, the fire, which 
eventually burnt over 250 
hectares of dense coastal 
scrub and forested coun
try, had the distinct possi
bility of burning out many 
thousands of hectares of 
this unique area. 

Because the fire was 
within the wilderness area 
and because of the fragil
ity of the soils it was de
cided to use only hand tools 
and hoses instead of heavy 
machinery to fight the fire. 

Crews from the 
Southern Forest Region 
worked all night to 
construct a fire break, but 
the inaccessibility of the 
fire and the grave danger 
of it escaping into the very 
heavy vegetation, placed 
fire fighters at risk. 

It was decided, 
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therefore, that on the fol
lowing day a helicopter fit
ted with a large water 
bucket be called in. 

The helicopter, crewed 
by CALM foresters Leon 
Price and Mike Cantello, 
was also used to ferry 
CALM personnel and 
equipment to and from the 
fire (which was otherwise 
accessible only by boat 
across the Nornalup Inlet) 
and to carry out water drops 
to help control the fire and 
mop up hot spots. 

To do this CALM's 
500-litre capacity 'mon
soon' water bucket with 
pneumatically operated 
controls was suspended 
below the helicopter from 
which several thousand 
litres of water were 
dropped into the exact lo
cations as required. 

Although the initial 
drops proved ineffectual 

because of poor techniques, 
later trials indicated that 
the helicopter operation 
had great potential for sup
pressing small outbreaks 
and for protecting crews 
and threatened assets. 

While in the area, fur
ther trials were done to test 
water-drop ·accuracy and 
effectiveness in heavy 
forest types. 

Senior fire control for
ester John Evans said that 
drops were conducted onto 
specific forest types with 
dense tree canopies to see 
how much penetrated to 
the forest floor. 

"The results showed 
that the upper layer of lit
ter on the ground was satu
rated,' John said. 

"Another drop onto the 
crown of a large dead karri 
stag was also accurate and 
would be especially 
effective where burning 
limbs couldn't be reached 
by conventional means 
such as hoses. 

There's significant 
potential in using the 

helicopter to help with 
wildfire suppression 
operations, but this would 
have to be cost effective. 

"Ferrying crews safely 
into and out of difficult to 
reach areas to deal with 
spot fires is an important 
consideration, and wh, 
injuries are sustained by 
crew members they can be 
safely and quickly moved 
by helicopter to a medical 
aid post. 

Assets 
protected 

"The use of a helicopter 
to protect valuable and 
extensive regenerated or 
plantation areas from fire 
could well and truly be 
justified m many 
situations. 

"I understand many of 
these operations are rou
tine in the eastern states 
and overseas." 

Further trials are 
planned for the near future. 

\see picture page 1 \ 
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