
Pines to help combat 
SW land degradation 

PINES haven't been 
forgotten in CALM's 
program to help combat 
land degradation and 
give landowners a 
valuable tree cash crop. 

CALM researcher 
Richard Moore, says while 
Tasmanian bluegums now 
may be the most popular 
tree crop in new plantations 
and timberbelts, a balance 
should be maintained so 
that demand for hardwood 
and softwood timber and 
woodfibre is met. 

CALM and the 
Department of Agriculture 

ave initiated a timberbelt 
project to show farmers 
how pines can be used as a 
multi-purpose tree crop to 
improve farm productivity, 
combat land degradation 
and yield commercial 
returns from the wood . 

The two-year project 
costing more than 
$608 000, has attracted a 

$198 000 Commonwealth 
Farm Forestry Program 
grant. 

The softwood process
ing industry is planning to 
develop new export mar
kets to Asia. 

Profitable 
Prices are rising, too. In 

the past two years, the price 
of New Zealand pine logs 
has more than doubled. 

Richard says the 
existing area of pines on 
farms is only 4400 hectares 
and won't meet this 
increased demand. 

"We estimate 50 000 to 
100 000 hectares could be 
sown to pines which could 
begin to yield returns 
through thinnings after 10 
years with log harvesting 
beginning in 30 years," he 
says. 

The timberbelt project 
will include demonstration 
sites to show farmers how 

pines can be integrated into 
the farm operation. 

These sites will be 
established with input from 
the local community, 
mainly through land 
conservation district 
committees. 

Demonstrations will be 
planned using whole-farm 
planning techniques that 
look at all factors includ
ing soils, water and eco
nomics. 

This means pines will 
be planted where they can 
provide the maximum 
benefits for the farm. 
These benefits include 
shelter for crops and 
livestock and salinity 
control. 

The four sites are at 
Dandaragan, Peel-Harvey, 
Busselton and Boyup 
Brook which are relatively 
close to softwood process
ing facilities at either 
Kewdale or Dardanup. 

Ra11ger-i11-charge of Avo11 Valley National Park Trevor Smith inspects Bristile clay pits' stock
pile of surplus material used for roadworks 011 Quarry Road. Photo by George Duxbury 

Some private help 
WITH tight budgets it is 
easy to become despond
ent about the ability to 
get essential work done, 
so when a private com
pany donates some mate
rials it is doubly appreci
ated. 

Mundaring District's 
~nior ranger George 

.Juxbury said they had been 
having trouble with some 
of the roading in the Avon 
Valley National Park. 

"Due to the almost pure 
laterite soils we were 
having an extremely 
difficult time keeping 
Quarry Road in a 
trafficable condition," he 
said. 

"The gravelly material 
continually moved off the 
road surface and when we 
did grade the gravel back 
over the road it was loose 
with · vehicles losing 
traction on the ball-bearing 
surface . 

"It wasn't practical to 
dig deeper into the road 
surface to obtain better 
material because apart 
from more of the same 
laterite, there are massive 
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amounts of solid ironstone. 
"The other considera

tion of course was budget, 
so we were restricted in 
our opportunities and 
choices. 

" After considerable 
discussion it was agreed 
that the best, and hopefully 
the cheapest option, was to 
obtain some good clay
based material to spread 
over the laterite which 
would then mix in with it 
stabilising the surface. 

"With this is mind we 
went looking for suitable 
clay material within a 
workable distance. 

"Both Midland Brick 
and Bristile have clay pits 
nearby so that was where 
we headed in our search. 

"Although Midland 
Brick couldn't help they 
did suggest that it may be 
worth our while to talk to 
Bristile. 

George said they 
immediately received a 
positive reaction from the 

Bristile ' s Operations 
Manager Des Newman. 

"After an inspection of 
Bristile's stockpile of 
gravelly clay overburden 
it appeared to be just what 
we were looking for, 
particularly as it was only 
seven kilometres from the 
Park. 

"We had just started to 
draw up a contract based 
on the costs per metre for 
the material when we got a 
call from Des to inform us 
that in the interests of 
conservation and as a 
service to the public, 
Bristile would donate 
whatever amount of 
material we required to do 
the job. 

"The donation of a 
thousand cubic metres was 
a generous gesture from a 
large and busy firm, and 
one for which we are very 
grateful. 

"The nicest aspect of it 
all though, was that this 
quite unsolicited gesture 
was made freely by the 
Bristile people. 

"To us, it shows 
confidence in CALM." 

CALM staff casti11g a collective eye over The tree grower's information kit are, left to rig/rt, se11ior tec/r11ical officer Wally 
Edgecombe, VATPAS manager Joh11 Bartle, admi11istration assistant Gle11da Godfrey a11d senior tech11ical officer Tim 

Birmi11g/ram. Photo by Verna Costello 

Seedling record to break 
WESTERN Australia's 
tree plantings are set to 
reach a record 22 million 
seedlings this year. 

The number reflects the 
big increase in interest in 
trees for plantations and 
land care programs. 

CALM will supply 18 
million seedlings from a 
bumper diversity of more 
than 400 species. 

This is a record for 
CALM and one we will be 
delighted to see broken 
every year from now on. 

A further 3.5 million 
seedlings will come from 
timber and mining 
company nurseries and 
about 500 000 from 

private concerns. The 
previous record seedling 
production from CALM's 
nurseries was 12.75 million 
in 1989-90 

Until recently, CALM's 
seedling production had 
been around the 12 million 
mark, including five 
million pines and 3.5 
million karris. 

Bu"! the upsurge in hard
wood plantations and 
CALM's bluegum breed
ing program has put 
bluegums at the top of the 
list as the single most 
sought-after variety. 

The entry of two over
seas forest products com
panies into sharefarming 

arrangements with south 
west farmers and CALM, 
means CALM will supply 
six million bluegums for 
Western Australian plan
tations this year. 

A further 400 000 will 
be exported to South 
Australia and Victoria 
where growers are seeking 
Western Australia's 
genetically superior plants. 

CALM's Narrogin 
nursery will supply more 
than 600 000 seedlings 
for revegetation and 
conservation projects· in the 
Wheatbelt and Goldfields. 

The seedlings include 
180 000 oil mallees and 
local eucalypts such as 

wandoo, york gums and 
flooded gums. 

CALM plans to have 
between 250 000 and 
300 000 available next 
year. 

Over the next few years, 
these mallee species could 
cover more than 12 000 
hectares in block plantings 
and hedgerows throughout 
the W.heatbelt, accounting 
for around 15 million 
seedlings. 

CALM also has pro
duced a new information 
kit to help farmers with 
tree selection. Copies are 
available from CALM's 
nurseries in Manjimup and 
Narrogin. 

Managing the watsonia in WA 
MORE than 70 people 
from a cross-section of 
State government depart
ments, city and country 
shire councils, commu
nity groups and private 
enterprise gathered for 
the Watsonia Workshop 
held at the CALM train
ing centre, Como on Au
gust 4. 

Presentations were 
made on watsonia 
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(Watsonia and Chas
manthe spp.) ecology, con
trol and management, in
cluding seven papers and 
three posters of a scientific 
and technical nature, and 
seven community and gov
ernment case studies. 

Many took part in a 
productive workshop 

session in the afternoon, 
which dealt with the 
current status, problems 
and future needs for 
managing watsonia in 
Western Australia . 

The proceedings of the 
workshop, including the 
outcomes, will be pub
lished soon in the Plant 
Protection Quarterly. 

The workshop was 
funded by the Roadside 

Conservation Committee, 
and organised by research 
scientist Patrick Pigott of 
CALM's WA Herbarium -
Science and Information 
Division, with the assist
ance of consultant envi
ronmental scientist Mary 
Gray .For further informa
tion, please contact Patrick 
Pigott by telephone 
(09) 334 0495 or fax 
(09) 334 0515. 

Do you want to save energy? 
Call in the ECU auditors 

DID you know that you 
can get an energy audit 
of your office? (yes, even 
in Broome!) 

The Energy Conserva
tion Unit, a State govern
ment organisation, will as
sist in arranging for an 
asessment of the efficiency 
and effectiveness of the 
lighting, air conditioning, 
heating, hot water system 
and other energy guzzlers 
in your building. The Unit 
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can also arrange cost-sav
ing financial terms for the 
implementation of the au
dit's findings - and you 
can pay them off with the 
money you save by your 
more efficient use of en
ergy! 

Telephone John Pollock 
or Greg Elliott at the 
Energy Conservation 

Unit (09) 321 1477. 
On a more personal note 

- when buying clothes, 
limit your purchases of 
clothes that can be dry 
cleaned only. 

Dry cleaning solvents 
used in the cleaning proc
ess escape into the atmos
phere and contribute to the 
greenhouse effect. 

Congratulations to the 
Swan regional office for 
its purchase of a plain 

paper fax machine - and 
the decision to buy only 
recycled paper for printers 
and photocopy machines. 

Congratulations, also, 
to the Southern Forest 
region. The region 
has appointed an Earth 
Wise Coordinator, Maria 
King. 

Maria gives a progress 
report at the monthly 
regional operations 
meetings. 


