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ABOUT Melaleuca I I Survey Map of Corrigin, 
arenaria it is written: by Rob Buehrig we find : ' . . . reworked 
'Presumed extinct and 
unknown in cultivation. 
There seems little hope 
that this species will be 
rediscovered.' 

The plant was collected 
only once, in 1922 by 
botanist Charles Gardner. 
Seventy years later at 
Dwellingup I decided°that 
this was the plant with 
which I could test a theory 
- the practicality ofapplying 
geology in prospecting for 
rare and endangered plants. 

descriptions are accurate 
and this led me to believe 
that the key to unlocking 
Gardner's M. arenaria 
location was geology. 

The advantage of using 
geology is threefold, and is 
like looking for a book in a 
library, once we know the 
subject and recognize its 
cover. 

First, by subject, we 
know it is on this shelf, not 
that one. 

Cainozoic sandplain -
yellow and white sand 
containing locally abundant 
limonite pebbles'. 

Checking the map for 
the occurrence of the 
formation near Gardner's 
original M. arenaria 
location, we see it in a large 
nature reserve nearby. 

Without stepping from 
the office, we have laid out 
the strategy. 

The field stage of my i 

search forM arenaria, was 
on a three-day field trip in "-" 
the Narrogin District. / 

Gardner wandered 
Western Australia for 
decades, discovering and 
gathering information on 

Second, since we have 
the cover programmed in 
our mind's eye, it is more 
easily recognised and 
plucked from the shelf. 

It was a Friday and the 
Corrigin Water Reserve 
gate, behind which I wanted 
to find some plants, was 
locked. 

Snr. technical officer Rob Buehrig shows us the location o/Melaleuca arenaria. Photo by Barbara Giles. 

,_...:-ts plants. 
The man has been 

-described as erratic, 
excitable, energetic, 
enigmatic, fortuitous and 
more. His character, style, 
energy and abilities are 
legend. 

Many of Gardner's 
plant locations, however, 
are vague and sometimes 
even misleading. Never
theless, he took pride in 
correctly describing a 
discovered plant's habitat. 

This means his soil 

Third, using a computer 
to re-index, we can quickly 
shift from the subject to a 
specific book, then to all 
books on the subject. 

Gardner described the 
soil habitat of M arenaria 
as 'yellow sandy gravelly 
soil.' 

He also named the plant 
'arenaria,' which means 
'pertaining to or growing 
in sand.' 

Reading the reference 
key on the Geological 

My subconscious mind 
must have prearranged that 
I be only 55 kilometres from 
Gardner's footsteps trodden 
70 years ago . 

I made a dash for my 
spot on the· map and 
was delighted. There, 
surrounding me in 
abundance as I stepped 
from my car, was 
Melaleuca arenaria. 

The geologic approach 

is simple, cheap and has 
great potential as a time 
saver when searching for 
rare and endangered plants. 

In addition, the method 
gives a double thrill to the 
chase. First, by revealing a 
plant's secrets in the office 
and second, when it 
is discovered, where 
expected, in the field. 
Note: Using the geology 
method, another pop
ulation ofM. arenaria was 
found on a recent trip to 
the Narrogin District. 

CALM way is best way 
USERS of Shark Bay 
World Heritage Area are 
favourably disposed 
towards CALM's pre
sence and see its 
management of the 
area's environment as 
he only way to preserve 

Shark Bay's special 
qualities, according to a 
recent survey. 

The survey found that 
users valued its enorm
ous area, diversity of 
landscapes and seascapes, 
the fishing, vegetation and 
availability of camping 
areas on the edge of the 
marine park. 

Planning team mem
bers, some of whom 
travelled to Shark Bay in 
the July school holidays, 
talked to visitors, in 
particular boat users and 
campers around the 
shoreline of the marine 
park, from Peron Peninsula 
including Big Lagoon, and 
south around the shoreline 
of Freycinet Estuary. 
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The information-gath

ering exercise, conducted 
by Gascoyne district 
manager Ron Shepherd, 
and planning officers 
Andrew Hill, Sue Hancock 
and me, was made possible 
by the participation of 
Swan Region marine 
operations manager Greg 
Pobar, rangers Mike 
Osmond and John 
Edwards, and their boat, 
Gandara. Gascoyne 
district staff, in particular 
ranger-in-charge Rex 
Walker, also provided 
valuable assistance. 

The Gandara covered 
451 nautical miles in I 0 
days, visiting areas ranging 
from Salutation, Three 
Bays and North Guano 
Island Nature Reserves in 
Freycinet Estuary to 
Broadhurst Reef, the 
wreck of the Gudrun, 
Faure Island and various 

campsites including Baba 
Head, Shelter and Bottle 
Bays. 

An early focus of the 
survey was on encouraging 
public input to the planning 
process for the Shark Bay 
Marine Reserves Draft 
Management I_>lan. 

Questionnaires were 
circulated throughout the 
Shark Bay World Heritage 
Area gathering input from 
residents and visitors on 
what they saw as the 
important values of Shark 
Bay, the places visited and 
the types of activities 
undertaken, and ways in 
which management of the 
area might be improved, 
further facilities provided, 
and opportunities for 
recreation enhanced. 

Each person contacted 
was asked to complete and 
return the questionnaire to 
CALM for analysis by 
Aminya Koch, technical 
officer for the Shark Bay 
project. 

Greg Pobar confiscates illegally set nets in Shark Bay Marine Park. Photo by Sue Hancock 

Altogether 50 vessels 
were contacted on the 
water, and many boat 
owners were spoken to on 
jetties and at camping 
areas. 

Members of the plan
ning tea.~also spoke with 
48 other campers and left 
each with a questionnaire 
for completion. 

The appreciation by 
planners of the marine 
park's awesome sense of 
space and magnificent 
seascapes was tempered on 
a number of occasions by · 
the discovery of illegally 
set fishing lines and 
nets, (subsequently con
fiscated). 

Many of the fish were 
undersized , illustrating 
that the illegal efforts of 
some remain to spoil the 
sustainability of Sh_ark 
Bay's popular and prolific 
recreational fisheries. 

· Such issues are being 
considered in the pre
paration of the Fisheries 
Management Plan and 
the Shark Bay Marine 
Reserves Plan. 

We discovered people 
were keen to express their 
views on the World 
Heritage Area, and the 
planning team will make 
use of the extensive new 
data in developing 
appropriate objectives and 
recommendations for the 
management plans, in 
particular for the marine 
reserves, but also for the 
terrestrial reserves and 
Shark Bay fisheries . 

The field trip achieved 
another bonus in raising 
the profile of CALM in the 
marine park. 

The sight of the 
Gandara, sporting the 
CALM logo and the 
presence of CALM staff 
were well received by the 
public. 

Vermin proofing of 
-Thomson Lake NR 

CALM's Perth District 
has just completed more 
than nine kilometres of 
vermin-proof fencing 
around Thomson Lake 
Nature Reserve. 

Thomson Lake is part 
of a .chain of wetlands in 
the Beeliar Regional Park 
and the fence is being 
erected to protect wildlife 
from foxes and domestic 
cats. 

A number of sponsors, 
including Alcoa Australia, 
Homeswest and City of 

Cockburn, have supplied 
finance and materials to 
help with the project. 

Perth district reserves 
officer Rod Martyn said 
that the reserve was an 
important breeding site and 
refuge for water birds and 
one of the few pristine 
freshwater wetlands in the 
Perth area. 

"The lake is included in 
the Ramsar Treaty of 
Wetlands of World 
Importance," Rod said. 

The reserve includes 

some -300 hectares of 
woodland and open forest 
and supports a diverse 
range of flora and fauna. 

Construction of the 
vermin-proof fence was 
coordinated by Perth 
District at Wanneroo and 
included construction 
teams from Dwellingup. 

CALM intends to 
introduce guided tours of 
Thomson Lake which is 
expected to become a major 
focal point for research and 
environmental education. 

Natalie Burton (left) and Di Watts are definitely not available. ·Photo by Tammie Reid 

Upfront efficiency 
CONTRARY to the sign 
below them, these 

· efficient and cheery front 
counter staff are not for 
sale or tender. 

They are far too valu
able to the operation of 
Dwellingup District Offi'"~-

Natalie Burton and Di 
Watts have been doing 
some fact finding about the 
role and function of Swan 
Region's front counters and 
the needs of the staff who 
manage these high profile 
positions. 

In their quest for truth, 
they took a critical look at 
their own front counter 
and immediately made 
changes. 

A vase of fresh flowers 
did wonders and the 
removal of out-dated 
pamphlets and posters, was 
a relief. 

Rationalising what . 
information to display and 
limiting it to local districts 
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and relevant saleable 
publications, was like a 
breath of fresh air and it 
created heaps of space. 

They organised the 
pamphlet display under 
simple headings and 
featured CALM's current 
products and programs in 
demand from their district. 

"The biggest change we 
made was getting rid of all 
the little signs that had 
accumulated over the years. 
On top of this we counted 
six ' no smoking' signs in 
the foyer alone, something 
of an overkill," said 
Natalie. 

Wendy Herbertson 
volunteered her sign
writing skills and there's 
now a uniformity and style 
to all the signs. 

"The signs look good 
and seem more effective as 

people tend to notice and 
read them without getting 
lost in the clutter, said Di . 

"We've also rewritten 
the tea fund reminder 
notice and even that seems 
to be working, with money 
in it for a change." 

Part-time clerical of
ficer Lisa Craig helped 
review the situation and 
identified 13 functions that 
staff perform at the counter 
and 18 responsibilities that 
they fulfil while working 
in the front counter area -
and that was on a quiet 
day! 

A discussion paper 
listing the issues and ways 
to resolve them will be 
circulated by Swan Region 
Visitor Services. 

• The primary focus is for 
Swan Region offices, but 
anyone else interested in 
reading this docum·ent, 
can phone Natalie at 
Dwellingup. 
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