A PLEASANT surprise
awgited Perth District
reserves officer Rod
Martyn, above, while fox
baiting recently ai Twin
Swamps MNature Reserve
mear Bullshronk,

Rod and Agriculral
Protection Board officer
Fried Ramgden wiere driv-
img through the reserve,
placing baits when Rod
gpotted o rare western
swamp tortoise ambling
throwgh the prass.

A misch-excited Rod
beapt ot of the valiche in
great haste and prabbed
the torioise.

The weslerm swamp
tomoise has pol been secn
on the reserve in necent
wears nmd was thought 10
b extince, o in very small
mumbers, in the aren

A vermin-prool fence
around the 5 km boundary

wills completed recently in
preparation for the first
release of caplive-bred
lortoises, probably some
e i Seplember.

Rod was the technical
aned supervising officer re-
spansible for the overall
fence construction pro-
gram.

He said capturing the
tonolse was a highlight of
his involvement in the
project,

“The wild population,
which provides the pe-
wetic pool for captive-bred
torinises, is very small, so
each mew amimal found
increases the chances af
the speches’ survival by
adding to the available
gene pool,” Rod said,

Rod’s find < an aduli
female - wos a bonus, as
there are only about 15
known adull females in

She made 's da

exisience.

The tostolse was aiira-
sound scanned by Dr
Gerald Kuchling of the
University of Western
Australia, and was found
to hove developing epgs.

Equipped with a mini-
atare radio transmitter,
ghe haz been released back
tnio Twin Swankps Nature
Reserve.

Radio tracking later in
the year will, it is haped,
locale and allow the first
ever nesl in lhe reserve 1o
be studied.

The constraction of
the vermin-proof fence
wnd release of the cap-
tive-bred tortoises at
the reserve form part of
a ten-yeas recovery plan
for the species that
CALM and the Western
Swamp Tonpise Recavery
Team is implementing.
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