Fox

fight
takes
to air

MOMTHS of sirategic
planning came fo a
head lasi month when
Western  Australin’s
biggest native wildiile
FECOVErY Program -—
Operation Foxglove —
swung inle action.

On April 18, the first
nireraft fook off from
Jandakot 1 begin
“bombing’ runs over the
forest betwieen Mundaring
und Harvey.

The ‘smmumition” was
died meat badts contnining
1081 == & toatin that cccurs
mialurally in Western
Amsiralin’s poison pesa”,
the penus Guastrolobium

Mext mwmih, the exer-
cize will slep up o further
notch and the planes will
begin tarpeting fisnher pans
of the 450,000 hectares of
the porthern jarmb forest
between Mundaring and
Collie.

Operation Faxglove is
an initintive of the Depari-
imend of Conservation and
Land Management and
Alcoa of Australin — o
reduce fox nambsers o that
small notive mammal
populations have o chanoe
& Fecover.

Far several ol speciis,
the program coukd mean the
difterence between survival
and local extinction.

Crperation Foxglove
Project Manager Hoger
Armistroag edldCALM and
the Agriculiure Protection
Board had spemt months
planning the operation

“It is one of the mosg
integraed exercises CALM
has underinken ns it has
mvolved wirtunlly every
facet of the Department,”
Roger sald.

Maps have been
prepared with detailed
iRight-lines akong which air
crews will My dropping
beadis ait & rabe of five overa
square kilometre, Space-
nge saellite novigntion
techmalogy such as global
posiioning syslems is
belping enswre the
‘bombing” is as accarnbe
und effective ns possible,
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