Volunteers form vital ‘alliance’

BETTER marketing and
reseirch inie communi-
cating the “volunieering
in the environment™
mecssnpe was one of the
challenges recognised hy
participants in & waork-
shinp beld at CALM s WA
Herharium in April.

The hall-day warkshop
an Volunteering for ihe
Enviranment was pad af
the= Fifth Mutioos] Confer-
ence on YVolanteering held
im Perth fram April 5 oo &

CALM speakers in-
cluded Bxecutive Dinecuor
Syd Shea, and Acting
Curmior of CALM's WA
Herbarnum Dr Neville
Marchent

Dr Marchant, who
chaired the workshop,
wiglooimed guests and gave
them sn miredocoey ik
thatimciuded backgroumd on
the s peners for the maminge.
[alliwesd by an overview of
the kind ol wiork carried oul
by voluntgers wirking will
CALM's WA Herbarium

Dr Shea showed
participants o video and
colour transparencies thal
depicted the vimal fole
played by Weslern Aust-
ralinn volunteers working
with CALM.

He =aid that CALM
managed abdul 20 million
hectsres of londs smd
waters, am anea skightly
bigger than hall the size
aof Japam, and was
responsible for  the
wildlife, plants and
animals throughoul the
Staie including those on
some provale land.

“These limids and waters
anid e wildlife i them
larm what used 10 be called
“The CALMestute" butthey
don’l bedoog o CALM.”
iy Shes sasd

“Everybody il Western
Ausiralia owns thar I
millzonhectires of land and
wasters amd their biota.”

D Shea ssid WA was
2 500 million yedrs okl —
one of the most ancienl
Eands in the world — with 3
greal diversity of eco-
EYHEmS existng 0 some
bizarme envinomments

“This has created some
ol the most unasual adap
tations in oar planis and
amimals and produced o
mch varety of basta,™ he
i

“This fmeans there's
also n greal diversity of
projecis, and volameers
can and do often make the
tiflerence belween urgeni

prajects being embarked
upon, or cEisting opes
conlinted.

He described the recent
disoovery of o possiblocure
for the HIV wirus, the
pharmoceutical chemical
CONDCUTVONE, AN SXEGE
[ram ke smoke bush plont
found only in Western
A rabia,

“This lind is only the
lip of the iceberg and [
believe it 10 be highly
umlikely that we couldn’
mall from WA"s hinla on
elizir of chemicals thai
coald bodd ihe key tocures
lor cancer and even keard
disease,” he said

“Bat haman amd fiman-
wcinl resources For this re-
search are pretly thin and
likely o become mare so.
amil this is where volun-
ieers from the: general com-
manily can belp o bring
about such discoveries
saaner.

1500 volunteers

Dr Shea said CALM
WA s | S volumieers were
already camying oul zignifi-
cami work on many onhes
propocis thal included:

* Caonared of fernl ankmals,
the present emphiasis
being an the fox,

Land reclamation and
rehabalitation
Emergencies — rescising
szaks i vl o
M acure-tased toairism —
a lulune export income
camer,

Dir Shea sid (here was
ome area that EPENCICS,
including CALM, could do
beteer mnd that was in the
methods of recegnition of
the vakunblde coniribution
maude by volusteers

“We've heand from Dy
Murchand how volunleers
warking ai the Hesharium
are iresied with the same
respect andd comsideration
% that shown (o sff —
even down (o peiting the
sarme memos,” be said,

“Scarce human and
lmancial resources prevenl
us from recognising
volunteers in @ tungible
way, hut b keep 1hose we
abready have, and 1o attrac
more, we first need o ask
fueskicns.

“For example, why do
volantesrs do it?

“Agencies ruch as
CALM need to know the
reasons and thai"s where
volonieers here inday can
help by telling s,

“My theory is that

-

people vilunteer because
there's o challenge they
wish te meet, For the sheer
enoyment of the activity
or for (he satislaction ol
kmowing they're being
habpful.

“Bal probahly the most
Imprtamd foree msolivating
volunieers 15 the fact thai
they are doing somelling
they believe in.

Marketing

*The next siep for us is
1o baald im0 e work we
need vilunieers o camy oul
these same stimuoli and
satisfactioas — and marker
them wut there in the
OOy,

“In this toaph asd and
Weslern Australian
envirommenl many plasis
end onimals have formed
strapegic allinnces; laners
dom't survive!

“The same can be said
Fosrbuman commenities; we
mast break down barmiers
and form ‘sirategic alli-
ances” 1o provide solutioms
i the twin problems of the
enviromment and the
ECONDATY.

Public owners

Dir Shea said there wasa
e o comanisnicane (o the
wider community the
neality of public vamnership
of environmenial isses,

“Mennwhile man
sgemenls in the private and
lhe public sector muast
cantipme 0 work iowands
mare effective indusirial
redsticms, to-cubtiveie aienn
spiril among our warkers
and inspire them with the
same enthusiasm foond
among volundeers.”

Chher speakers at the
Conference were: Commu-
nity lnvolvement Co-
ordinmtor with the Depan-
menl of Environmental
Protection Margoe
O’ Byrne; Diroctor ol Kings
Park Dr Sieve Hopper;
Manager of Underwater
World Dean Lea; and Muon-
ager. Ediicatson and Com-
mumity Relatioms - Rotinesi
Island Mike Flood.

The MNationnl Com-
lerence on ¥ olunbeering
beld every two years in o
different Staie capilal.

This was the first year
[ Perth and CALM ook a
leading role, with co-
ardinater of volunteers
Terry Hales hosting the
Volunteering for the
Enviroamest workshogp at
the Hevharivm.

THE fumily name of
Warrem has a long
mseocintion with forestry
al Dwellingujp,

CALM contract gar-
dener Gieoll Warmen be-
lieves thene is & comiined
total of af leass 430 vears
thit he nnd Fis relatives have
pat in

They have worked in o
wiide range of occupetions
— D¥erseers uncle Tom
ancunche Jim, grades driver
umche Arthar, sdminisir-
tion and, |nier, [ab assisam
coissin Heather, and Mount
Wells fire tower operator
cuuasin Rebecen Beach.

Cenfi™ s parentsmake up
the rest af the Famaly ingiil
with his mather Val as
cadet-school cook, and
Boh, his father, n forest
workman in researnch.

Gieniff is continging the
farmily tradibon i mane
than one cupacity

He was a contracl
tovwarman ot Mount Wells
throughout the recent fire

{Left] Genll Winrmen.
Ploto by Tammbe Fesd

DO Syd Shea (cenire | emjrys a dea break with participans in the Yoluneering for the Enviromment workehop

They are, Ieft 1o right, CALM varlumieers Nova and Brian Best, Dr Shea, Joy Nolle from the Valunieers Cemire

eaf Sty Aueriraifia and Treex for Life, ord Mike Flood, Rovmess Felowd Voluniesrs Co-ordinaror, The half-doy
wrkshoa waes part of e Fifth Mativan! Conferemce of Volumeers held in Peril from April 5-8.

Stoey nnd photo by Vema Cosiello

The talents of Warren

. _I:Iy_
Tammie Reid

sensnn, & pari-time fiee
collector m Lame Poole
Reserve amnd comiract
pardener ot Diwellingup's
office grounds, a job he
bocs with considerable
Mair.

He is also ihe local
schoal gardeser asd i
renowned for hiv fabudows
|l-=-.13¢ i | priusres

Geoff recently com-
pleted a Cermificate of
Horticultural Practice
walshch lias ssood him bngocd
stead with his new lown
Illbwill,ﬂ aml parden
contracting busimess — =
lar cry foom the cerified
wokl machinis! career he
embarked upon in 1980,

For a while, GealT was
making & living selling
wooden [oys,

Maw, with all the jobs,
stody, and hectic
respomsibilities thal come
with being n parent he's
bocky o get the time Woma ke
tays for his iwo children,
Robert (5) and Megan (7).
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