1nese quiet achieving voiunteers are
CALM Herbarium's best kept secret

VOLUNTEERS work-
ing of CALM™s WA
Herbarinm ware
among these who hod
sccoludes heaped mpon
ithem at the recent Vol-
unteering for the En-
virommeni half-day
workehop held st the
Herharimm.
Expanding om his
apeech Bl ihe workshop,

by Verna
Castelio
octing cwrator of the
Herbariam  MNeville
M archant said it Her-
barinm volumbeers were
fike people in asy or-
Eenigatios, some highly
wisihbe, others less so.
“Far example. mar-

reed teams Barbara and
Bob Backhouse and
CGiwen and Fack Abbot,
who mowni specimens
Fist the Herbariom. end
Daphine Edinger. wha
has worked for 12 years
almost exslasively with
principal research sci
enissl Kevin Kenneally
bdemiiflying and process-
ing plant specimens,

are ameng Lthe mors
‘vigihle' volomreers,™
Mewille said.

“Bul we alse have
oof ahare of guier
achievers like Briam
Best, & former curaier
of bryophyies ar the
Harare Herbarium im
Zimbahwe,

“Brizn quietly hides
himself away for two
days each week im &
small area of the Her-
barium, classifying
mengses and Hverware
while his wife Nora
moeunls other speci-
meEns

“They ore immeplace
able as we've nover
been able 1o emplay
sameone with Brian's
gualifications amd ex-
perience.

“Im the pasi two years
they ve been with as, the
Hests: hove corried oot
work I'd roughly sstimate
o e worth 5 1M 0L

“Ruodney vas Proctar
is unolber guiel achisyvar
und 0 gem of & Women
who cen be called npoa to
pill up ber gdeeves and da
mny of the multitude of
herbarium tasks.

“Al present, she
comis i rwa days n
week io mouni and Is
bel the thousands of
wildflower specimens
from n collection be

gagathed 10 CALM by
the late Ken Newbey.

“Whether volunteers
aré highly wvizihle or
quisly heaver awoy In
n corner down ome of
the labivnthing corri-
dors of the Herbariwm,
each one of them makes
a valughle contribulion

"They can come In
all age groups, with or
without relevant quali-
fications, amd for vary-
ing lengths of Lime and
frequency

*For example,
Daphee Edinger warks
a five-tay week, while
udisers come in ond ar
twe daws a week: Roger
Hiliom, corater of the
fungi colloction, comes
in onee a mearh

"We even hove 85
year-old twins Barbara
andl Masg Bwing, who
spend Balf-p-day a forn
might belping oot

“hlsch degeenads on val-
umnieers” other commit
meads, bul o mater how
infrequently o volonoeer
comes in, thers's alwayvs
ong of mone nsks bog-
ging for mitention.”

If you know anyone
wishisg 1o do voluntary
wiork with the Her-
barinm, comtact the
BManager af Callectioms
Chang Sks Fang on (6]
334 D504,

Laft: Doing winit fe dies bt - 0 Brion B
Betow [eft: Dapine Edieper.
Right: Bodney van Procror. Photos by Vema Costello

Esperance farmers keen on
growing gums and mallees

ESPERANCE has tre-
mendoas patential for
(s i ez wonsd Tihice s
e peghon’s larmsers ore
showing enthusinsm for
bluegums and oil-pro-
ducing malbees.

CALM executive direc-
tar Or Syd Shea and veg:
etakon and e planting
advisory service principal
resgrcher John Bartle, re-
cently wistted the district
o discuss tres crops with
kil Farmen

[ Shea sanl B was
impressed with the enthus-
siasm hxal Earmers were
showing for tree crops

“Thedr aimde is ex-
tremely emcouraging as
vzl st will be cne-
clal w0 the developmen of
a wood fibre mdusiry in
the region,™ he said

Dr Shea said Esperunce
had exoollent infmstrocoame
o sppet wood sxpons,
tis pont facilitles were finst
class

He il weas s sased
with the growth of the
bluegam plantatians he
wisibed

“They &re doing very
well with growih mbos
alove cxpecinlions depie
the long summer dinght.”
b mand.

CALM will work with
the South Eastern Agro-
Forest Co-operiive nnd
thhe: Seriith Bast Fooesd Foun-
datiom o help farmens whe
wanted o esiablish
bloegum plantations.

He alrerdy hsd com-
mitted CALM resnurces
assist with szlecting plant-
ing sites and advise an

plantieg prectces.

It was empecied ihat
willen wor vears § major
Imvestor conld be atracisd
o enter jainl-ventures
help lireners fmance plani-
ing and provide markers
fiar wscd fiftire.

SCALMs experiencen
the Collie wnd Alhssy dis-
tricis has opencd the way
Far hocul farmers o inte-
grese hlusgims (il theli
furming operaticss, while
al the same fime enhamnc-
g exbling plarsums. such
ns livesinck grazing or
crapping,” D Shea said.

“In these slricts, poml
weniures have heen fonne:d
with two of the higgest
wondpulp users i Fapan
and Kore, so e defi-
misely s scdid iniepess In
Western Aostralia as o

wond [Fhre supplier,”

Esperance also @5 one
of six silos CALM has
noivmesad in e whest-
belt for the instial com-
meccial development of
Buc-nif

The oim is w plant
mallees over S06H) hectares
within & 30k radius of
cach site. These plantiogs
will prowide a base of ex-
perithee and prododion
Eramm which in develop the
indiwtry on a higger scale.

Ausgralia curmently im-
poets 000 wemes of sae-
oil a year, mainly for phar-
macenlical mse, but re
sesechiby CALM, Munduch
University and Alcoa of
Australin has shown i has
exlansive applications in
sy, purticulacly as a
snlvenl

Bluegums bolster fire resources

YOLUTEER FIRE-
fighting Fesnuress in the
Collie amd Napier dis-
tricts are being uwp-
graded with the help of
imcome carmed leam
CALM's bluegum juini
ventures.

CALM is providing
heavy dury umdis (o ihe
bozal wolunteer bush fire
brigades as part of the De

partment’s overall fire

maRigemen] ralepy
The units sre belog
fonded throwgh feess
CALM eams from nuan-
aping hluegum planiations
o Behall of the Pipadeis
joint-venture, Albany
Plantation Foresi Com
pany el 1he agreement
with the Korean company,
Hansal Poresi Producis
CALM s Colliedistrict
sgndor opurations manzger

Glvn Yates sald hivegum
plamiztions don’t pose an
added fire risk 1o sur-
rounding  farms  ond
Bigghlands, bt they wene
o huge commencial mves!-
mend that needed prodece
Gon from fire.

Abe, local volunlsss
brigades were under con-
saml pressure io upgrade
oquipment and maintxin
seandends of fire profec-

tion, and CALM recog-
nised that thess hrigndes
could not be expecied o
do this on their own.

Thae 525 000 undle ane
being bailt ag CALDM'S
Calkie workshops.

CALM will train bri-
gade menshers mn the i
of squipmest o essure
thad high standards of fine-
fighter safely are man
cained
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