Ibis - a unique concept

THE Ibis Aerial High-
way, launched this month
by Western Auostralian
Premier Richard Court,
will provide a massive
boost to tourism in the
Kimberley.

Under this unique mar-
keting concepl, privie
tourist operators are pro-
viding plane or helicopter
flights to tourist attractions
in wild, remote parts of
the Kimberley.

Visitors can create their
own itineraries by choos-
ing which remote attrac-
tions they wish to visit and
which ground tours or sea
charters they would like to
link up with.

The aerial highway is a
joint initiative of the Gov-
emment and private tour
Operalors,

The Kimberley region
is one of the world’s last
great frontier destinations
that can be experienced in

safety and comfort,

The Department of Con-
servation and Land Man-
agement, in consultation
with the Kimberley Tour-
ism Association, the WA
Tourism Commission and
local operators, has pro-
doced a full-cologr mar-
keting brochure for distri-
bution to tourism outlets
in major Australian and in-
ternational markets.

The brochure aims to
create a sense of excite-
ment about the Kimber-
ley's magnificent national
parks, wildlife and other
natural attractions and
should help draw more
visitors to the region.

The This Aerial High-
way will allow people to
visit isolated destinations
quickly and easily, and with
minimal environmental

impact.

Airstrips have been
built at the main visitor
points, such as Bell Creek
Gorge, Windjana Gorge
and El Questro, to enable
sightseers o join tours by
bus, boat or four-wheel-
drive,

They can also choose 1o
stay overnight at station
homesteads or wilderness
arcas such as Cape Leveque,
where comfortable accom-
modation is available.

The Kimberley has a
number of world class at-
fractions.

They include the
Rowley Shoals, with its
luxuriant untouched coral
atolls offshore from
Brooms, the spectacular
Bungle Bungle in Purmu-
lulu Mational Park, moss-
covered waterfalls in the
Prince Regent Mature Re-
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serve and a remarkable
Aboriginal culture:

The region’s wildlife is
also diverse and unusuoal.
Waders fly to the Kimber-
ley from as far afield as
Siberia, saliwater and
freshwater crocodiles are
seen in tidal areas and
gorges, and wallabies and
kangaroos are visible and
abundant.

As a result, the choices
available on the Ibis Aernal
Highway are just as di-
verse. Tours on offer in-
clude going helifishing for
barramundi, crocodile
spotting near Kununurra or
flying over the amazing
horizonial waterfalls north
of Derby,

“Fortunately, you can
now enjoy the Kimberley
and jts wild, remote places
withouot a four-wheel-drive
and an ENCrMous amount
of time,” Mr Court said.

“As a result, the Ihis
Aerial Highway will help
bring people closer 1o na-
wire in the Kimberley.

“It is a good example of
what can be achieved by
encouraging nature-hased
tounism in this State.”

Mr Court said nature-

based wonsm could also
greatly benefit and help
protect the environment.

“Doltars generated by
quality nature-based expe-
riences can fund majorcon-
servation imitiatives and
can be used to manage our
national parks and other
conservation areas,” he
said.

“And because our nat-
ral areas and their wildlife
are actually helping to gen-
erate valuable tourism in-
cone, the entire commu-
nily has a vested interest in
ensuring they are con-
served in their pristine
state.”

Environment Minister
Kevin Minson said the [his
Aerial Highway also had
the advantage of having a
very low impact on the en
vironment.

“For instance, there is
no need to build roads
through remote wilderness
areas or use a four-wheel-
drive because you can fly
o them direct.”

“Mow that the Ibis
Acrial Highway has been
established successfully in
the Kimberley, I would like
to see similar aerial high-
ways in other parts of the
Stage.”







	080038-1994.08.006
	080038-1994.08.007
	080038-1994.08 p1 (1)

