Revived roadsides awards

ROADSIDE Conserva-
tion Awards, partly spon-
sored by CALM, were
presented at the recent
Local Government Week
Conference to Mullewa
Shire, Aboriginal teain-
ees representing Hamers-
ley Iron, and Main Roads
Wa,

The awards are an ini-
tiative of the Roadside
Conservation Commitiee,
chaired by John Blyth, a
scientific advisor in
CALM's WA Threatened
Specics and Communities
Unit.

CALM's full-ime ex-
ecutive officer o the Coai-
mittee is David Lamont,
who, John claims, carries
out the lion's share of the
wirrk,

The Roadside Conser-
vation Awards are pre-
sented 1o Western Austral-
ian individuals, groups or
organisations who have
made practical achieve-
ments in the sympathetic
manag:m{:nt, restoration
or revepetation of the rail
or roadside environment.

‘There are three catego-
ries: local government
roads; Slale government
roads; and gravel pit reha-
bilitation.

Entries were judged by
a panel selected by the
Roadside Conservation
Commities, and chaired by
John Blyth.

Main Roads WA,
Greening Western Aus-
tralia and local government
were also represented on
the panel.

Because of its respon-
sibilities under the WA
Wildlife Conservation Act,
CALM was made lead
agency for the newly es-
tablished Roadside Con-
servation Committee in
19E5; the aim being to pro-
maote the conservation and
restoration of rail and road-
side vegelation.

Environment Minister
Kevin Minson, who pre-
senied the awands, said that
roadside vegetalion was
vitally important - it pro-
vided an example of the
State"s Moral heritage - and
was one of the features that
tourists came 1o ‘Western
Australia o see.

“Many endangered spe-
cies aré found only on road
verges and grow nowhere
else, he said.”

"During the last dec-
ade, community and gov-
ermnment awareness of the
impaorance of roadside re-
serves hos increased dra-
matically.”

Mullewa Shire won the
category for local govern-
ment roads, The Shire
helped conserve and reha-
bilitate roadside vegetation
by encouraging landown-
ers to voluntarily set back
new fence lines by ot least
five metres, and by plant-
ing native vegetation along
Shire roads.

This was done within
an overall set of guidelines
developed by the Council
for managing all rosd re-
serves within the Shire.

Mr Minson said this was

a model he would like to
see followed by other local
government authorities
within WA,

Hamersley ron won an
award for its landform re-
habilitation on the 386-km
Dampicr-Paraburdoo rail/
road cormridor.

Mr Minson said that this
was a large and ambitious
praject and wis especially
significant because local
Aboriginal people were
employed and trained to
carry out the work.

“A number of these
workers flew down from
Karratha to accept the
award,"” he said.

“The work, begun in
1992, involved re-estab-
lishing landforms and en-
couraging the original
plants and animals cn old
pils, construction camps
and roadside windrows
along the corridor.”

Mr Minson said the cor-
ridor ran through mgged
Filbara terrain from
Dampier, through Mill-
stream-Chichester MNa-
tional Park, rising to 742
meires at Mt Tom Prce
and then to Paraburdoo.

“Eighty km have been
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completed so far and the
countryside is now retam-
ing to its natural state,” he
said,

The Bunbury division
of Main Roads WA waon
the State Government
roads category, for
revegetating the South
West Highway between
Yornup and Palgarup.

“They uszed direct seed-
ing to establish an under-
storey beneath existing
blackbutt stands. This
linked stands of vegetation
together and helped im-
prove the habitat for local
wildlife,” Mr Minson suid.

“This work also helped
o enhance the landscape
along what is an important
tourist route,”

John and David are es-
pecially pleased with the
range of initiatives recog-
nised by the awards this
year.

“With winners of the
three calegories represent-
ing local government, in-
dustry and State govem-
ment, it's clear that there's
an increasing scceplance
of the roadside values pro-
moled by both CALM and
the Committes,” they said.

Left vo right, Photographed with Envivenment Minister Kevin Minson, third froin
left, are Wayne Stevens, Rex Parker, Stwart Robertson, Terrence Mills and
Michael Hyland after the 1994 Roadside Conservation Awards ceremaony,
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