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A delicate balance

THINNING the jarrah
forests around Dwell-
imgup can be likened to
working among the hairs
on & dogs bsck - 5o Uick
anil vigorous are the re-
growih forests on some of
the highest quality siesin
the State,

These sies ane consid-
eresd by many o' be the jewel
im the crown of the Siate"s
jurmah foresis, asd CALM
foeest afficers and harvest-
ing contractors afre chal-
lenged b wiark sengitively
in such areas,

Thee following is un ex-
ample of how teamwork
between CALM ond the
coniracions is meeting this
chalbenge:

Thick regrowth forests
are marked for thinning by
CALM forest officers,
while comtractors horvest
timber suitable for poles,
sawlogs, firewood and
chips, leaving selected crop
trees.

CALM tree markers
have towark quickly tosiay
abend of the contractors
cirrying ol the thinning
aperations.

by TammiE'HEi':ﬂ

Trees are mrked for re-
tenticn for their future tim-
ber potential, habtat value,
ar a8 permanend exclusion
zones of high conservation
ar visaal resource value,

All operalsons are done
umder ‘o sobl movement’
wonditions nnd are-coafined
Inmicrocatchments fo limit
or prevent the spread of
dleback.

Meanwhile, follow-ap
wark, such as palling all
logging debris away from
the bade ol the felaised
rees, is carried out.

The trick for the har-
vesling confractor is o
mamoeuvre big machinery
threagh the forest, fell the
timher amd tranaport i,
willhiil damasging lonest set
agide for conservation, of
for future logging.

V & D Ridolfio, a sowth
west timber harvesting
company, works closely
with CALM Dwellingup's
forest officers,

There is o healthy re-
spect between CALM's

forest officer in charge of
the operation Man
Reynolds and Ridolfo’s
bush boss John Ditoro and
his crew,

“Ridolio’s have a cou-
ple of excellent mee fellers
and very competent ma-
chinery operaions - all ac-
credited with Forest Indus-
trics Training Service
{FITS).

“It may surprise some
15 learn that these crew
mambers ore dedicated o
minimising thedr kmpact on
the bush, and they're a grest
example ta other forest op-
Gralore,

“The conrmcior kSes
machinery that's slightly
wmaller than thal of maost
logging conirsctors, and
therefine man: manocuvrs-
bike im thick regrowih foresis.

“The eod resubt is ex-
cellend, with very Binle, if
any, damage

“Effective commumica-
tion and respect between
beath partics is what brings
bt the success of such a
delicate operntion; it's o
good way 1o work.” says
Mlait
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