Brent's trap a winner

CALM is now betler ahle
to collect information on
sodme saall animals in the
jarrah forest, thanks o

trapping modifications

designed by CALM tech-
nical wofficer Brent
Johnson.

“Ellion traps, which are
used throughout Australia,
collect data ¢m small ani-
mals; the collapsible ala-
minium traps ase ideal for
capturing smiall mammals
such as dunparts and
mardos.” Brent said.

“However, they were no
match for skilled escapolo-
gists such as beush-ailed
phascogales and chu-
ditch.”

It was common for sci-
entists using Ellion traps
tor find them with the bait
taken, the deor closed,
fresh animal scralchings
ingide the door and rem-
nants of fur - bat with the
culprit nowhere to bhe
found.

Brent modified the trap
by riveting a simple lock-
ing mechanizm - o shaped

Thomson

by Carolyn ‘

melal b - on the door,
preventing it from being
opened from the inside.

“The mechanism is in-
::p:npiwhulcff:niuumd
is eagy o manufacture and
maintain.” Brent said.

“The external place-
ment of the lock does not
reatrbct the collapsing ca-
pabilities af the wap, nor
does it introduce further
imernal hazands bo the cop-
tured aniemal "

The modified Ellioft
traps were used for scien-
tific stuchies ar Kingston,
near  Manjimup, and
Batalling, mear Collie, and
produced immediale re-
sults,

In the first trial at King-
ston enrlier this yeas, 11
phasocogales were cap-
tured in Elliott traps aver
three nights, which in the
past would have been al-
miost unbeard of, using this
method.

These successes have
led to other CALM wildlife
researchers using smilarly
modified Elliott traps

“The traps also hove the
problem of being poorly
insulated from extremes of
weather,” Brent said

“If we don't take pro-
lective measures, caplured
animals can become
stressed in hot, cold or wet
weither.

Previous prn'lccli'rr_'
methods incloded placing
traps in plastic bags o pro-
vide wnl:rrrrun:l‘irlg anad
putting cotton wool, fssue
paper and other nesting
malerial inside the traps.

These methods were
time-consuming and clut-
tered or fouled the traps.

Instead, Brent tried
wrapping Elliott raps in a
hessian reclangle.

Trinls showed that they
kept the raps warmer dur-
fig cold weather but didnt
work az well during éx-
trembes of hest

The heszian and lock
msary also have been respon-

sible for an unexpected
resuli - captaring o numbat
during trapping al
Batalling forest,

Mumbats have rarely
been recorded entering an
Ellioit trap - they feed on
termmites and do nol take

the traditional mammal
baits of peanat paste and
saniBes.

Instend scientists have
o use the tine-honoared
method of sight and chase,
that is, they must drive
around an area wntil they
spy @ numbat, then chase it
inle o hollow log before
they can retrieve it.

The numbat canght af
Batalling may have entered
the hessian- wrapped trap,
believing it was a small,
soug hollow log and then
been prevented from leav-
ing by the lock.

Anyone who would Hie
Further informaticn an bow
to modify the traps should
comact Brent Johnsom st
CALM s Wildbie Research
Centre at Woodvabeon ({9}
406 5100,

Brent Joknron demonsirates his modifed Ellfort irap. Photo by Corolyn Thompson
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