Action plans for Wheatbelt wetland ...

A RECOVERY plan of imter-
national conservation significance
hos been launched For the most
Impartant remaining freshwater
lake system in Western Aunstralia’s
Wheathelt.

Thse plan, which focuses on Toalibin
Lake east of Narrogin, is the first
serniegy for the conservation of an
entire threalened commanity.

Department of Conservation and
Land Management Execative Dircctoe
Syd Shea said the 10=year plan, cosi-
Img alemest $4.5 million, was the single
mos! ambdtious recovery initiative of
the Department.

“Toalibin Lake is fisted onder the
Ramsar Convention as o wetland of
intemational impenance,” Dr Shea
i,

“The recovery plan gived s & vilal
opponiumity o wark with farmers and

w lamdowners o protect the lake
eed surronding agriculboral land from
the impn:l: of slimity,"

In Esanching the plan. Envircament
Minister Kevin Mimson sakd Toolibin
Lakz"s diversity of waterhirds was
greater than al uny ather welkand in the
Sourth Wt pnd wus ome of the reasons
for the lake’s listing under the Famsar
Conventioa,

“Toolilan alse ks the las wetland in
the South West with exiensive gheaak
and medsleoca woodlands scross the
lake floar,” Mr Minson said.

"However, the arca is in danger of
becoming hiphly saline and all thess
values could b lost anless we inke
urgenl aclion.”

Toodibin is the firsl in a series of
mine lakes and the only major lake in
the chain not yet badly affected by
salimity,

Tha recovery plan has boen pre-

... and fire protection

CALM has significantly

ment has exsensively up-

Towlibhin Catchment Growgn chairman Keith Pomell (fef) and group memiver Ly Chiedieic explatn thelr anphusieon
Jar the recovery plan ro CALM Whemtbels Region Manager Ken Wallsce and CALM Execitive Direcror Svd Shea

pared by o team inclading representa-
tives from CALM, Toalshin caschmeni
landowrers, the Wiler Authority, the
Diepariment of Agricaliure and the
Australion Mature Cosservation
Agency.

The team is chaired by CALM's
Wheatbelt region manoger, Kea
Wallace. It is supported by o techmical
advisory group whth representalives

what was aleeady an elite

fram CALM, 1he Department of Agri-

culture and the Waser Anthority.
The plan lists o range ol measanss

10 save the lake, These mensures in-

clisde:

# immediate groundwater pumpeng;

+ drining surface witer on the
Toolibin flats to redoce
waterlogging on neighbouring
farm lund and help protect them

inrodused inte the

from salinafson;

* acilon 1o improve natural Nushing
of ke Lake and proboct it From saline
run-odT;

+ revegetalion ' the catchment; and

+ forming & recovery team and tech-
nical advisory group b implement
the plan and mositar Its progress.
Dy Shea sasd landowmers im the

calchment were aware they needed

be involved in the solutbons for thear
areas and more calchment groups were
being formed.

*We now have an important oppar-
tundty (o develop long-termn salutions
basedd an our inventiveness and nbility
o work hasd together, as communites
do when faced by a crisis,” be said

“Effective group action st Toolibln
will nod valy protect an imporant wet-
tand, it will also create options for
incressing farm productivity and will
provide @ case stody for oclion else-
where im Australin”

Land degrudation and saline water-
ways are missive problems for farm-
ersand other landowness. In |98 alone,
the walue of farm prodection lost be-
causs of salinity was estimaled at mone
than $44 million,

It mow Is believed a further 15 per
cent of productive land in the Wheat-
beedt will b lost unless remedial actioa
18 takan.

BAr Minson sxid the cost bo (he Stase
of Bpging any more kond would be
encrmous bai the cost to conservation
walues coald bo even higher.

“The Whentbelt is an ares of
megadiversity, and unchecked salinaty
could resalt in the loss of species,” he
sald,

“Ome of the goals of the Toolibin
Lake recovery plan is bo show that i [s
possible o stobilise and even reverse
damaging water tnbbe trends.

“It 13 wital that we succeed in
this beconse Toolibin and many
other nature reserves cannol be
saved if the surrounding caich-
ments fuen saling.”

Copics of the Toolibin Lake Re-
covery Plan are available from
CALM's Wheatbell Region office
in Marrogin. Phone (D98) 811 444

bomgted its fire monage-

il system in prepara-
tion for what promises to
e @mother bomg, dry fire
sCasan.

The Department has
allocated $343 i to
recruit up o &0 miditional
fire fighters for both fEe
suppreasion and  foel
hazard reduction for the
fire scasom.

CALM ulso is con-
tinwing its program of
eslahlishing and wpgrading
waler poinds in the forest
and building socess momls
I provide improved
pratection for karri and
jarruh regeneration and for
plantanons.

Thiz work follows »
20 0000 booest b thee: sl
program in the southern
foresis earlier thes year.,

As well, the Depari-

praded its fire spotting
lower network which
sireiches from north of
Penth 1o Walpole on the
South Coast.

These towers, coupled
with rapid-response Eagle
spotier alrcraft equipped
with modern satellite
navigaiion technology,
will significantly lessen the
time: from when fires are
detected and suppresison
crews are mohiliged,

CALM fire crews, with
mssistance from volonbesr
brigades, fonght seweral
big fires in Oclober, a
reflection of the drier than
normal conditions af this
time of year.

Emvirnmmsent Minister
Kewin Minson, who wvis-
ited the sowthern foresis
last monith, said the new
fire fiphters would boost

fire fighting foece and help
expand CALM's pre-
scribed burning opern-
tions as recommended
carlier this year by the
Lewis inguiry

That inguiry investi-
gnied CALM's prescribed
burming policies and prac-
thees amd found the focl
hazarnd reduction program
in forest mrcas hod heen
munming behind destred lev-
els in recemt year,

“Reducing the fisel that
accumalates on thi fonest
floor is critical to mimi-
mising the risk of fires,
improving safesy for fire
fighting crews and imp

Depantment’s fine mannge-
menl sysiem s thiy wene
mare reliable and cost
effective than having cmly
aircrafi comtinually circling
the forest |m the: fise season.

The combination of
towers and aircraft will
provide the most neliable
and cost-effective detec-
tion system for the fire-
vulnerable oreas of the
soidh weal.

The towers are datbed
throaghout CALM's three
faresl ragions — Swan,
Central and Southem.

In Swan Regiom, a
tower In the Gnangara

ing the ability o mount
direct attacks on wild-
fires,” Mr Minson said.
CALM Executive
Director Syd Shea said

fowers were being re-

pine pl ions has been
replaced by a mew lower
in Walyunga Matiomal
Park. This wwer will be
coupled with existing tow-
ers ai Pinjar snd Wabling
Conitoued on page 2

CALMFire — CALMs mew fire profection unit — honted delepares b rhe
Aursralian Fire Authorities Comncil Conferemce earlier this momth. The anir's
senior pperafivew officer Termy Maher (right) ond Mimdaring Dinrvier fire
pratection offtcer Brivce Telfer (et} are seen brigfing o South Ausiralian vizitor
on CALM's fire management sirciegies. [See 'Coumcil confers om fire’ pape 8.)



Continuwed from page 1
o provide complete cov-
erage of the pine planta-
tions north of Wanneroo.

Another new tower, at
Bickley, provides excel-
lent surveillance of the
jarrah forest belween
Mundaring and Jarrah-
dale.

“These towers give
line-of-sight coverage
from the pines near
Yanchep to Jarrahdale,”
Dr Shea said. “They also
provide a panorama over
the Swan coastal plain.”

An existing tower at
Mt Solus also will be
staffed to cover the jarrah
forest between Jarrahdale
and Dwellingup.

In the Central forest
region, Stewart (ower,
near Kirup in the Black-
wood Valley, Mowen,
eastof Margaret River and
Mt William, north east of
Harvey have been up-
graded. Work also is
planned for Mungalup
tower, near Collie and
Carlotta, east of Nannup.

Towers in the South-

ern region being upgraded
are Diamond Tree near
Manjimup, Mt Frankland
near Walpole and Beard,
east of Quininup.

A public viewing plat-
form is planned to be built
under the lookout cabin
on Diamond Tree as part
of CALM"s strategy to
promote tourism in the
southern forest region.
Bicentennial Tree in W+
ren Mational Park 1
Pemberton will be opened
a5 a climbing tree for the
public.

CALM also has reor-
ganised its fire prolection
mto a new unit known as
CALMFire.

The unit, comprising
dedicated, trained fire
staff and crews, will en-
sure CALM provides reli-
able, cost-effective and
environmentally sound
fire management for the
19 million hectares of land
the Department is respon-
sible for, as well as pro-
viding security for the
many community assets
adjoining CALM land,
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