Choppers cut costs

THE use of helicopters
in CALM’s prescribed
burning program is now
lally operational after
several years of testing
and costing dilferent
syslems.

Several helicopter bums
are planned for Dwellingup
and Jarrahdade forests.

Ome recent successful
burn at Dwellingup was de-
signed 1o remove flamma-
ble maserial following log-
ging operations when leal
Hiter had built up 1 20
tonnes a hectare.

Such heavy fuels on
the ground makes it dan-
gerous and difficult for
people o walk through
and light at prescribed dis-
tances as they go.

Matt Reymolds, who
was the fire controlber for
this operation, explained
theal il was necessary o burm
umder mild weather condi-
tions, when the remaining
jumah trees were much less
likely 1o become damaged
by a too-inbense fine,

“The conditions we wers
booking for mclded a lead-
up peridd of fine weather,

by Tammie Reid

with low wines o the day,”

Mani said.

“The dry weather experi-
enced during this year's labe
winter months provided one
of the best seasons (o get this
combination of factors.

He said it was decided
that the helicopter be used o
light up this particular burm
becase:

+ each of the bum jobs cov-
ered farge areas of 1000
1o 1608 hectares.

+ the gasy manoeuveing
of the helicopier pro-
vided the flexibility w
design different light-
ing patterns needed to
ensure an effective and
safe burn,

+ It was 2 safer and quicker
option than using peaple
to physically light the
ares; the area covered by
the beleopter in one day
equates with the use of
60 ground crews cary-
ing out the same task.

+ COSL-WiSE il was msore
economical than using the
fimed-wing plane &s the

il

A helirarch suspended below the helicoprer used in the prescribed burming

helicopier was in the area
completing ofher opera-
tions for CALM's bam-
ing programs. The fermry
elling from one job in
Harvey io another in
Dwellingup and then on
to Jurrmhdale the nextday,
Matt &aid the syssem in-
volved a jelly-petal mix in o
sophisticated  dispenser
called a helitorch, sispended
under the helicopier.
“A gas flame sysien ig-
niles the jelly dop as it's
released,” Mai sabd,

“For example, on &
cooler day there might be a
meed o light in a more in-
iense pattem to get the same
coverage and flame height.”

The helitoech has been
used this wanker 1o burn ap-
prosimately S000 hecianes
of logging debris and pine
neodle beds.

CALM plans to use the
helitorch in other fonests
south of Perh for spring and
autarmn buming progrisms.

mroeram. Phola by Tamone Besd
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