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A flask af the chemical compound conacurvone takes pride of place before (lefi te right) Executive Direcior Syd Shea,

Envirowment Minister Kevin Minson and Amrad Corparation Lid General Manager of Business Development Barry
Maodre ai the agreement signing ceremaony. Behind them i a posier showing the modecular stractre of conocurvone,
Photo by Verma Costello

World exclusive
conocurvone contract

AN HISTORIC agree-
ment to help conserve
the State’s native Mora
through the develop-
ment of the pharmacen-
tical drug, conocurvone,
has been signed.

In a joinl announce-
ment, Premier Richard
Court and Deputy Pre-
mier Hendy Cowan said
the agreement could bring
the State more than $5
million for research and
conservation work.

Environment Minis-
ter Kevin Minson and Ex-
eculive Director Syd
Shea signed the contract
with AMRAD Corpora-
tion Lid.

AMRAD, an Aust-
ralian company, has
been allocated a world-
exclusive licence by the
US National Cancer
Institute to develop
coOnocurvone as @
pharmaceotical drug.

The compound, which
is derived from a smoke-
bush plant found only in
Western Australia, has

by Caris Bailey

shown promising results
in initial tests for a
treatment for the HIV
virus,

Mr Court said
although testing was only
in ils early stages, the
agreemen! meant far
more than royalties from
any fully developed drug.

“What is s0 importani
is thalt the agreement
ensures the involvement
of WA scientists in the
research work and il
brings privale sector
investment for nature
conservalion,” Mr Court
said.

Significant
precedent

“This agreemenl sels
an internationally
significant precedent and
opens the way for other
countries o benefil from
their natural resources,”

CALM has formed a

research consortium, n-
cluding chemisis, ccolo-
gists, biologists, virolo-
gists, horticulturalists,
medical researchers,
botanists and remote
sensing specialists, to
develop conocurvone to
a marketable product.

The consortium,
which is chaired hy
CALM s Director of
Science and Information,
Jim Armstrong, includes
scientists from the
depariment, WA uni-
versitiecs and  the
governmeni's Chemistry
Cenlre.

The consortium has
already made significant
progress in studying the
active chemical, its loca-
tion and concentration in
the largel planl speciés,

An improved method
of extracting the
compound has also been
developed and the
group’swork hasenabled
CALM 1o lodge six
provisional patents since
the middle of last year.

Mr Cowan said the
recently amended
CALM Act clearly
affirmed the State's
sovereignty and
intellectual property
rights in its wildlife.

“There have been too
many examples of other
countries reaping the
benefits from our natural
resources - just look al
how many eucalyptus
products Australia now
imports, * he said.

Mr Court said the
CALM/AMRAD
agreement did nol mean
others in the community
would be denied all
sccess o the smokebush
and other planis under
investigation.

“Aboriginal people,
for example, certainly
won 't lose their access Lo
bush medicines,” he said.

“Far from locking up
the resource, CALM can
now ensure that all West
Australians benefit from
ils use.

Continued page 6




World exclusive
conocurvone contract

From page 1
The CALM/AMRAD
agreement provides for:

* the rapid production of
conocurvone, while the
plant resource from
which the drug is
oblained is protected and
conserved;

* costrecovery funding by
AMBAD for the con-

sortium’s work and re-
search funding so that
other WA smokebush
species with potential
pharmaceutical proper-
ties are protected, evalu-
ated and developed. The
first payment of §1.15
million was made at the
recent signing cer-
emony,

* significant royalties to
be paid to the WA
community from the sale
of developed pharm-
aceutical products;

* the establishment — at
no cost fo taxpayers —
of the full range of
facilities needed to
initiate a pharmaceutical
infrastruciure for WA,
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