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New 
audit 
unit 

formed 
A NEW Environmental 
Audit Unit will be set up 
in CALM. 

Executive Director Syd 
Shea said the unit would 
be responsible for moni
toring environmental 
standards and ensuring 
compliance with Depart
mental policies and proce
dures and Ministerial con
ditions in all commercial 
forestry operations. 

Dr Shea said the ·move 
was part of the Depart
ment 's overall commit
ment to provide a greater 
business focus to its forest 
operations through the 
creation of the State Forest 
Resources and Afforesta
tion business units. 

"The business units will 
provide CALM with a high 
standard of public account
ability," he said. 

Four CALM staff have been elected as Fellows of the CE Lane Poole Memorial Trust. They are seen here being congratulated by WES FI chairman Denis Cullity ( centre). 
From left to right, they are: Derek Winters, principal health and safety officer Tom Wood, Mervyn Smith, Alan Hardacre, Michael Cully and CALM's Executive Director 

Dr Syd Shea. See story page 3. Photo by Greg Wood 

"The work of the new 
Environmental Audit Unit 
will be in addition to the 
internal monitoring ar
rangements of each of the 
busine~s units and will re
port directly to me. 

,arine conservation areas under a new strategy 
announced by the State Government. 

The strategy involves setting up a Marine Parks 
Authority similar to the existing National Parks and 
Nature Conservation Authority for terrestrial areas. 

A marine branch will be established within CALM 
to provide the secretariat for the new authority and 
the day-to-day management of marine conserva
tion areas. 

CALM Executive Director Syd Shea said the 
Government's continued support for CALM's role 
in marine conservation reserve management would 
enable the Department to plan future commitments. 

Corporate Executive would be taking steps over 
coming weeks to strengthen CALM's marine capabil
ity and expertise. 

Other key components in the strategy unveiled 
by Premier Richard Court recently include: 
• The adoption of a three-tiered approach to ma

rine conservation reserve categories. 
• Specific guidelines for access by petroleum ex

plorers and developers in certain categories of 
marine conservation reserves. 

continued on page 2 

Ibis -
THE Ibis Aerial High
way, launched this month 
by Western Australian 
Premier Richard Court, 
will provide a massive 
boost to tourism in the 
Kimberley. 

Under this unique mar
keting concept, private 
tourist operators are pro
viding plane or helicopter 
flights to tourist attractions 
in wild, remote parts of 
the Kimberley. 

Visitors can create their 
own itineraries by choos
ing which remote attrac
tions they wish to visit and 
which ground tours or sea 
charters they would like to 
link up with. 

The aerial highway is a 
joint initiative of the Gov
ernment and private tour 
operators. 

The Kimberley region 
is one of the world's last 
great frontier destinations 
that can be experienced in 

a unique concept 

safety and comfort. 
The Department of Con

servation and Land Man
agement, in consultation 
with the Kimberley Tour
ism Association, the WA 
Tourism Commission and 
local operators, has pro
duced a full-colour mar
keting brochure for distri
bution to tourism outlets 
in major Australian and in
ternational markets. 

The brochure aims to 
create a sense of excite
ment about the Kimber
ley's magnificent national 
parks, wildlife and other 
natural attractions and 
should help draw more 
visitors to the region. 

The Ibis Aerial High
way will allow people to 
visit isolated destinations 
quickly and easily, and with 
minimal environmental 

impact. 
Airstrips have been 

built at the main visitor 
points, such as Bell Creek 
Gorge, Windjana Gorge 
and El Questro, to enable 
sightseers to join tours by 
bus, boat or four-wheel
drive. 

They can also choose to 
stay overnight at station 
homesteads or wilderness 
areas such as Cape Leveque, 
where comfortable accom
modation is available. 

The Kimberley has a 
number of world class at
tractions. 

They include the 
Rowley Shoals, with its 
luxuriant untouched coral 
atolls offshore from 
Broome, the spectacular 
Bungle Bungle in Pumu
lulu National Park, moss
covered waterfalls in the 
Prince Regent Nature Re-

continued on page 2 

"Its creation further 
strengthens the Depart
ment's accountability pro
cedures." 

Dr Shea said the new 
unit would deal with inter
nal and external com
plaints. A protocol for han
dling these complaints 
would be drawn up. 

"In this regard, I intend 
that the unit will have full 
powers ofinvestigation and 
the ability to require com
pliance with its directives," 
he said. 

Project officer Paul 
Jones is the acting man
ager of the unit and will be 
responsible for appointing 
staff and formalising the 
unit' s functions . 

Dr Shea said the busi
ness units and the environ
mental unit reflected the 
Department' s ability to 
respond to change. 

"The Department is re
sponding quickly and 
adapting to new policy di
rections such as moving 
towards becoming a self
funding agency," he said. 

nru1e l 



FROM MY DESK Sea snake warning continued from page I based tourism could also 
greatly benefit and help 

serve and a remarkable protect the environment. 

Over the past several weeks astute members of 
CALM would have noticed that another 'save our 
forest' campaign has been launched. 

It is, of course, a legitimate right of any member of 
the community or organisation to take whatever ac
tion they wish, provided it is legal, to draw the 
attention of the public to their point of view. 

CALM has warned peo
ple not to touch 
seasnakes, after a live one 
was found on a Bunbury 
beach recently. 

It was the second 
seasnake reported on south
west beaches in two days. 

"The yellow-bellied 
seasnake is an oceanic spe
cies . It is highly venomous 
but not aggressive," CALM 
wildlife officer Andrew 

Horan said. 
"No human deaths from 

this animal have ever been 
recorded in Australian wa
ters but we recommend that 
they are treated with ex
treme caution. 

"Seasnakes are found 
on south-west beaches 
from time to time follow
ing winter storms. 

"Anyone who finds one 
should immediately con-

tact a CALM wildlife of
ficer." 

Andrew contacted Un
derwater World, which 
agreed to care for the ani
mal so that it could be re
turned to northern waters. 

However, it died soon 
after arriving at Underwa
ter World. Previous at
tempts at keeping the spe
cies in captivity had also 
been unsuccessful. 

Aboriginal culture. "Dollars generated by 
The region ' s wildlife is quality nature-based expe

also diverse and unusual. riences can fund majorcon
Waders fly to the Kimber- servation initia.tives and 
ley from as far afield as can be used to manage our 
Siberia, saltwater and national parks and other 
freshwater crocodiles are conservation areas ," he 
seen in tidal areas and said. 
gorges, and wallabies and "And because our natu
kangaroos are visible and ral areas and their wildlife 
abundant. are actually helping to gen-

Unfortuantely, one of the by-products of people 
exercising their democratic rights is that people who 
work in public organisations like CALM have to cop 
a fair bit of denigration in one form or another. 

The first time around is easy to take, but for some 
of you who are experiencing their 50th campaign, 
undoubtedly, like me you feel a bit weary. 

Whale sharks a feast 

As a result, the choices erate valuable tourism in
available on the Ibis Aerial come, the entire commu
Highway are just as di- nity has a vested interest in 
verse. Tours on offer in- ensuring they are con
clude going helifishing for served in their pristine 
barramundi, crocodile state." 

Apart from the material printed in the newspaper 
there is a considerable amount of abuse poured on 
CALM generally, and me in particular in private 
correspondence, which, if the authors had the courage 
to sign, has the potential to yield a reasonable com
mercial return to CALM from defamation actions. 

for tired tourist eyes 
spotting near Kununurra or Environment Minister 
flying over the amazing Kevin Minson said the Ibis 
horizontal waterfalls north Aerial Highway also had 
of Derby. the advantage of having a 

The great forest debate will continue interminably, 
but a few things I think need to be made clear with 
respect to CALM's position. 

Firstly, we, as a public service organisation, don't 
determine land use policy. It has been the choice of 
successive democratically elected governments, of 
different political persuasions, to permit the utilisa
tion of our native forests for the production of timber 
products. 

Secondly, CALM is consistently accused of crimi
nal activity (one spokesperson for the Conservation 
Council in a radio interview recently talked about 
'crimes against humanity') because timber harvest
ing occurs in native forests. 

But even if CALM had the power to determine 
whether timber harvesting occurred, what would be 
the motive for the 'crime'? 

Up until this year, CALM did not retain revenue 
gained from timber harvesting and if revenue from 
timber harvesting wasn ' t available, the Government 
would still pay CALM salaries. 

Undoubtedly, CALM would receive less flak if we 
kept our heads down and made no response to criti
cisms or any contribution to the debate about 
conservatiuon and utilisation of our natural resources. 

What some of our critics find difficult, however, is 
that we are not prepared to lie down and have outright 
lies told about what we do, nor will we let the prophets 
of political correctness and pseudo science have the 
media to themselves. 

Those critics are prepared to dish it out but are not 
prepared to take it. 

I believe it is essential that we have people who are 
prepared to examine and criticise what CALM does, 
but I also believe it is essential that we put our view 
to the public. 

If we don't, we will have a continuation of the 
current absurd situation where the major factors af
fecting conservation of our unique flora and fauna -
feral animals, Phytophthora, and rising water tables -
will not receive the attention from the media, the 
community and politicians that they deserve because 
of a preoccupation with the ideological debate over 
forests . 

Dr Syd Shea, Executive Director 
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THE mysterious whale 
shark - the biggest fish in 
the world - provides a 
boon for tourist opera
tors, the Exmouth region, 
and those lucky enough 
to swim with these mas
sive creatures. 

"Many people regard 
the chance to dive with the 
giant fish as the experi
ence of a lifetime and visi
tors from all over the world 
arrive in Exmouth during 
the season from mid
March to mid-May," 
CALM district manager 
Doug Myers said. 

"Ningaloo Reef is the 
only place in the world 
where whale sharks are 
known to appear regularly, . 
in sizeable numbers, in 
near-shore waters easily 
accessible to divers. 

"Sixteen charter opera
tors were licensed to take 
people whale- shark view
ing this year," he said. 

"Most use spotter 

continued from page I 

• The release for public 
comment of a compre
hensive report on a rep
resentative marine re
serve system for West
ern Australia that had 
been prepared by a 
working group chaired 
by CALM' s former Di
rector of Nature Con
serv ation Dr Barry 
Wilson and comprising 
some of the State's fore
most marine scientists . 

+ Ban on petroleum drill
ing and production in 
Ningaloo Marine Park. 

planes to pin-point the 
sharks, then manoeuvre 
their vessels to drop up to 
l O people at a time near the 
animals, which can be be
tween four and 14 metres 
Jong." 

Ningaloo 1s also a 
mecca for film-makers 
compiling documentaries, 
and marine researchers 
seeking to uncover the 
mysteries of this animal. 

This season, CALM 
wildlife officers Don No
ble, Doug Coughran, Peter 
Lambert and Peter 
Pennings travelled to Ex
mouth for two weeks at a 
time, to monitor the whale 
shark and whale shark 
watchers. 

CALM's whale shark 
watching guidelines pre
vent the sharks from being 
harmed or disturbed and 
keep interaction between 
people and fish to an ac
ceptable level. 

The four wildlife offic-

In announcing the strat
egy, Mr Court said the 
National Parks and Nature 
Conservation Authority 
had done an admirable job 
in administering the ma
rine parks that had been set 
aside in the past 10 years. 

But the expected in
crease in the number of 
marine conservation areas 
warranted a separate 
vesting authority whose 
members were experienced 
in marine issues. 

The new authority will 
have representation from a 
wide range of interest 
groups including conser-

"Fortunately, you can very low impact on the er ·-
ers skippered the wildlife • th Ki b I vi·ronment. now enJoy e m er ey 
boat Pseudorca 1/, and d ' t 'Jd t 1 "For 1·nstance, there 1·s an I s w1 , remo e p aces 
were ably assiS ted by withoutafour-wheel-drive no need to build roads 
CALM staff from the Ex- and an enormous amount through remote wilderness 
mouth district and a f • ,, Mr C 'd areas or use a "our-wheel-o lime, ourt sa1 . 1' 

numberofenthusiasticvol- dn've because you can fly "As a result, the Ibis 
unteers. Aerial Highway will help to them direct." 

While working in the b . I I "Now that the Ib1· s nng peop e c oser to na-
area they were also kept ture in the Kimberley. Aerial Highway has been 
busy towing crippled ves- "It is a good example of established successfully in 
sels, ensuring other ma- what can be achieved by theK.imberley,Iwouldlike 
rine park users abided by . t b d to see s1·m1·1ar aen'al h1'gh-encouragmg na ure- ase 
the park regulations and tourism in this State." ways in other parts of the 
other tasks . Mr Court said nature- State." 

While patrolling the'------------------------' 
park, thePseudorcall crew 
record as much data on the 
whale sharks (numbers, 
length, sex, distribution 
and so on), tourist opera
tors and human interaction 
as possible. 

Tourist operators and 
spotter plane pilots also 
record for CALM data, on 
their contacts with whale 
sharks, whic is then col
lated by marine park man
ager Sue Osborne for 
analysis . 

vation, commercial fish
ing, recreational fishing, 
other water-based recrea
tions, tourism, marine sci
ence and the petroleum 
industry . 

As well, a scientific 
advisory committee com
prising marine scientists 
from the non-government 
sector, research institu
tions, the WA Museum, 
Fisheries Department and 
CALM will be appointed. 

The existing marine 
nature reserves and ma
rine parks categories will 
continue. Petroleum explo
ration and drilling will be 

New gear for 
two fire units 

CALM has allocated 
$50 000 towards fire 
equipment for volunteer 
fire brigades operating 
in Albany and Collie. 

The units are being 
supplied as a result of 
recent agreements by 

excluded from marine na
ture reserves and from 
sanctuary and recreation 
zones in marine parks, but 
will be provided for else
where in marine parks in 
appropriate zones, subject 
to Environmental Protec
tion Authority assessment. 

A new reserve classifi
cation called a Marine 
Management Area will be 
established. Legislation to 
amend the Conservation 
and Land Management Act 
will be introduced to pro
vide for this additional 
classification. 

The report of the scien-

CALM to establish 10 000 
hectares of bluegum 
(Eucalyptus globulus) 
plantations with the 
Korean company Hansol 
Forest Products at Collie 
and a Japanese consorti, 
in Albany. 

tific working group into a 
representative marine re
serve system for W estem 
Australia is the most sig
nificant marine conserva
tion document released 
anywhere in Australia. 

It is the result of seven 
year's work in which the 
group considered the 
State's 12 500km of coast
line from the Kimberley to 
Eucla and identified about 
70 areas which it recom
mends be investigated fur
ther for their marine con
servation values and pos
sible dedication as conser
vation reserves. 

THIS column is divided into sections dealing with 'for 
hire', 'for sale', 'surplus equipment', 'swap', or 'wanted'. 
If you have any equipment or requirement that you wish 

to advertise through this service, please send or fax 
typewritten details to: 

LET'l'ERS ••• LET'l'ERS ••• LET'l'ERS ••• LE'l'TERS •• LE'l'TERS ••• LE'l"l'ERS ••• LETTERS 

The Editor, 
CALM NEWS, 

Corporate Relations Division 

FOR SALE 

Seven battery operated Grant & Rustrak chart 
recorders for monitoring temperature, and blank 

recording charts. (Temp. probes not included), $20 
ea. Phone Joe Kina], (09) 538 1105. 

THE following letters 
were sent in to us by John 
Forrest National Park 
senior ranger George 
Duxbury. The letters sing 
the praises of Avon Val
ley National Park ranger
in-charge Trevor Smith 
and mobile ranger Tony 
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Tapper who arranged a 
full-scale search for two 
lost children. 

Dear Sir, 
On Sunday 5 June, we, 

our two daughters, and a 
group of friends visited 
the Avon Valley National 
Park for what was sup
posed to be a good old 
Aussie picnic. 

It ended up anything but 
when our 10-year-old 
daughter Asha and her girl 
friend, also 10 years old, 
became separated from us 
and, despite the efforts of 
our group, were lost. 

They were eventually 
found some three hours later 
at 4.30 pm but not before 
your park rangers had con
ducted a search of the area 

themselves and, with a great 
degree of calmness and con
cern, advised us they had 
arranged a full-scale search. 

Would you please con
vey to the rangers involved 
our heartfelt thanks. Their 
professional approach and 
kind, reassuring words 
were extremely helpful -
and their efforts will never 
be forgotten. 

Enclosed is a note from 
our daughter. We would 
be most grateful if you 
would forward it to those 
concerned. 
Yours sincerely, 
Pat and Ret Golding, 
Parkerville. 

Dear rangers, 
Thank you for helping 

to look for me and Ashleigh 

yesterday. We did not mean 
to get lost. I'm glad we 
were found before dark. We 
were scared. 
Love from Asha. 

Dear Sir, 
Please pass on my appre

ciation to the park rangers 
who co-ordinated the search 
for two lost children in Avon 
Valley National Park. They 
calmed a potentially panic
stricken party and searched 
for the children for two and a 
half hours. 

The children were diso
riented, genuinely lost and 
distressed at the time I 
found them, about 4 km 
from the picnic site. 

They had seen men dur
ing the time they were lost, 
and being aware of 

'stranger danger' they dis
cussed it and decided not 
to ask the men for help. 
(Perhaps this scheme 
works too well!) 

Please personally thank 
the two rangers concerned, 
their help was greatly ap
preciated. 
Doug Monk 
(Father of Ashleigh-Ann) 

Dear sir, 
My name is Ashleigh

Ann Monk. I was one of the 
two lost children in Avon 
Valley National Park. 

Please thank the people 
who looked for me while I 
was lost. I am sorry to put 
these people to so much 
trouble. 
Thank you. 
Ashleigh-Ann Monk. 



For they are jolly good 
Lane Poole Fellows 

FOUR CALM staff mem
bers have been elected as 
Fellows of the C E Lane 
Poole Memorial Trust. 

Recipients of the Fel
lowships, who had won an
nual study awards for the 
past three years, were: 
Kelmscott forest -manage
ment staff members Merve 
Smith and Derek Winters, 
Kelmscott District land
scape planning officer 
Alan Hardacre and Man
j imu p Research Centre 
technical officer Mike 
Cully. 

The 1992 awardees 
.vlerv Smith and Derek 
Winters used their study 
awards to jointly study 
computerised forest plan
ning systems in the Aus
tralian Capital Territory, 
Victoria and Tasmania. 

The 1993 awardee Alan 
Hardacre studied land
scape management and 
timber harvesting in Tas
mania and Victoria. 

The 1994awardeeMike 
Cully, (see p.5 June-July 
CALM NEWS) will visit 

J by Greg Heberle J 

New Zealand, Tasmania, 
South Australia, Victoria 
and Queensland to study 
aspects of tree breeding, 
mainly relating to radiata 
pine and bluegum. 

A function was held at 
Crawley to celebrate the 
occasion and present com
memorative certificates to 
the winners of the Fellow
ships. 

Chairman of the Trus
tees Dr Syd Shea opened 
proceedings and outlined 
the history of the Trust and 
the man after whom it is 
named . 

The awards were estab
lished in 1983 to provide 
opportunities for foresters 
to study in the eastern 
states, and to perpetuate 
.the memory of Charles 
Edward Lane Poole, first 
Conservator of Forests 
(1_917-1922) in Western 
Australia. 

Lane Poole was ap
pointed in 1916 to Head 

the Woods and Forests De
partment, set up some 
twenty years earlier as part 
of the Lands Department. 

In 1918 he drafted the 
Forests Act which came 
into force in January 1919, 
and he was responsible for 
the initial dedications of 
State forest and for formu
lating forest regulations . 

He was also closely in
volved in the start of re
search into pulp and paper 
manufacture in Western 
Australia, initially at the 
Perth Technical School. 

Fellowship award cer
tificates were presented by 
Denis Cullity the Chair
man of Westralian Forest 
Industries Limited 
(WESFI), which has been 
the chief financial con
tributor to the study award 
scheme since it was set up 
in 1983. 

Mr Cullity then gave a 
potted history of the award 
and WESFI' s involvement. 

When his father, the 
late Thomas Cullity, gradu
ated from the University 

of Western Australia as a 
Civil Engineer in 1918, 
Lane Poole promptly of
fered him a newly created 
position of utilisation of
ficer in the Forests Depart
ment. 

After a year with the 
Forests Department, he re
signed, but he maintained 
an interest in forestry and 
timber for the rest of his 
life, was founder of Cullity 
Timbers in 1928 and 
Westralian Plywoods in 
1943; WESFI was formed 
from these companies. 

Since 1983, there have 
been nine other CALM 
field staff who have won 
awards. They were: 
• 1983 Paul Marsh, 

Ray Fremlin 
• 1984 Graeme 

Hutchinson 
• 1986 Gerard Van 

Didden, Tony 
Brandis 

• 1987 Peter Keppel 
• 1989 Greg Voigt 
• 1990 Andre 

Rynasewyez 
• 1991 Greg Mair. 

Dwellingup overseer Men, Burt, left, and forest worker Allen Clarke 'bucket' 
their way around in a cheny picker. Photo and story by Grant Lamb 

CALM-Alcoa joint 
• • pruning exercise 

CALM Dwellingup is 
reaching new heights with 
its Alcoa works program. 

The infrastructure main; 
tenancecaniedoutbyCALM 
Dwellingup crews for 
Alcoa's Huntly minesite was 
given some extra work when 
serious pruning around the 
minesite powerlines became 
necessary. 

Alcoa supplied the mo
bile cherry picker and opera
tor, while CALM Dwell
ingup supplied the workers 
to staff the bucket and do the 
pruning. 

The cherry picker could 
reach a height of 23 metres, 
and six metres out and down. 

This was just the shot to 
reach down steep embank-

ments, under powerlines or 
to extend to overhanging 
branches. 

All major powerlines 
were isolated and power cut 
off while the work was car
ried out. 

CALM Dwellingup 
looks forward to further di
versifying its works program 
with Alcoa Huntly. 

Revived roadsides awards 

Photo by Verna Costello 

ROADSIDE Conserva
tion A wards, partly spon
sored by CALM, were 
presented at the recent 
Local Government Week 

' Conference to Mullewa 
Shire, Aboriginal train
ees representing Hamers
ley Iron, and Main Roads 
WA. 

The awards are an ini
tiative of the Roadside 
Conservation Committee, 
chaired by John Blyth, a 
scientific advisor in 
CALM's WA Threatened 
Species and Communities 
Unit. 
, CALM's full-time ex
ecutive officer on the Com
mittee is David Lamont, 
who, John claims, carries 
out the lion' s share of the 
work. 

The Roadside Conser
vation Awards are pre
sented to Western Austral
ian individuals, groups or 
organisations who have 
made practical achieve
ments in the sympathetic 
management, restoration 
or revegetation of the rail 
or roadside environment. 

There are three catego
ries: local government 
roads; State government 
roads; and gravel pit reha
bilitation. 

Entries were judged by 
a panel selected by the 
Roadside Conservation 
Committee, and chaired by 
John Blyth. 

Family was the focus 
Main Roads WA, 

Greening Western Aus
tralia and local government 
were also represented on 
the panel. 

SENIOR research scien
tist David Pearson, 
above, talks to one of the 
many schoolchildren 
who dropped in to look 
around CALM's display 
at the WA launch of the 
National Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
Week. 

With him is Shane 
Garlett who is showing 
his son Shane junior a 
Stimson's python. 

Also on duty were Abo
riginal employment and 
training officer Maxine 
Chi , Aboriginal liaison of
ficer Noel Nannup, and 
Yanchep National Park 

ranger Hardy Dersch ow. 
The celebrations, which 

were held at Clontarf Abo-
riginal Community Col
lege, were part of the In
ternational Year of the 
Family and focused on 
the vital role of the fam-
ily in uniting Aborigi
nal people. 

Because of its respon
sibilities under the WA 
Wildlife Conservation Act, 
CALM was made lead 
agency for the newly es
tablished Roadside Con
servation Committee in 
1985; the aim being to pro
mote the conservation and 
restoration of rail and road-
side vegetation . 

Environment Minister a model he would like to completed so far and the 
Kevin Minson, who pre
sented the awards, said that 
roadside vegetation was 
vitally important - it pro
vided an example of the 
State's floral heritage - and 
was one of the features that 
tourists came to Western 
Australia to see. 

"Many endangered spe
cies are found only on road 
verges and grow nowhere 
else, he said." 

"During the last dec
ade, community and gov
ernment awareness of the 
importance of roadside re
serves has increased dra
matically." 

Mullewa Shire won the 
category for local govern
ment roads . The Shire 
helped conserve and reha
bilitate roadside vegetation 
by encouraging landown
ers to voluntarily set back 
new fence lines by at least 
five metres, and by plant
ing native vegetation along 
Shire roads. 

This was done within 
an overall set of guidelines 
developed by the Council 
for managing all road re
serves within the Shire. 

Mr Minson said this was 

see followed by other local 
government authorities 
within WA. 

Hamersley Iron won an 
award for its landform re
habilitation on the 386-km 
Dampier-Paraburdoo rail/ 
road corridor. 

Mr Minson said that this 
was a large and ambitious 
project and was especially 
significant because local 
Aboriginal people were 
employed and trained to 
carry out the work. 

"A number of these 
workers flew down from 
Karratha to accept the 
award," he said. 

"The work, begun in 
1992, involved re-estab
lishing landforms and en
couraging the original 
plants and animals on old 
pits, construction camps 
and roadside windrows 
along the corridor." 

Mr Minson said the cor
ridor ran through rugged 
Pilbara terrain from 
Dampier, through Mill
stream-Chichester Na
tional Park, rising to 742 
metres at Mt Tom Price 
and then to Paraburdoo. 

"Eighty km have been 

countryside is now return
ing to its natural state," he 
said . 

·The Bunbury division 
of Main Roads WA won 
the State Government 
roads category, for 
revegetating the South 
West Highway between 
Yornup and Palgarup. 

"They used direct seed
ing to establish an under
storey beneath existing 
blackbutt stands. This 
linked stands of vegetation 
together and helped im
prove the habitat for local 
wildlife," Mr Minson said. 

"This work also helped 
to enhance the landscape 
along what is an important 
tourist route." 

John and David are es
pecially pleased with the 
range of initiatives recog
nised by the awards this 
year. 

"With winners of the 
three categories represent
ing local government, in
dustry and State govern
ment, it's clear that there's 
an increasing acceptance 
of the roadside values pro
moted by both CALM and 
the Committee," they said. 

Left to right, Photographed with Environment Minister Kevin Minson, third from 
left, are Wayne Stevens, Rex Parker, Stuart Robertson, Terrence Mills and 

Michael Hyland after the 1994 Roadside Conservation Awards ceremony. 
Photo by Greg Wood 
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Scuba skills scrubbed up 
at Rottnest diving site 

IF CALM wildlife offic
ers are called out to a 
marine emergency they 
will certainly be well pre
pared. 

A number of them 
went to Rottnest Island 
last month to brush up 
on their SCUBA diving 
skills, iron out prob
lems with equipment 
and so on, so they would 
be ready if called upon 
in a hurry. 

The session was run by 
supervising wildlife officer 
Doug Coughran, with the 
help of Peter Lambert and 
Don Noble . 

Greg Pobar, a CALM 
officer on secondment to 
the Rottnest Island Au
thority, also attended to 

provide local knowledge 
of the area. It was in ac
cordance with CALM's 
Scientific Diving Code of 
Practice, with the empha
sis on safe diving proce
dures. 

Wildlife officers Brad 
Daw, Warwick Roe, Peter 
Pennings and Lyle 
Gilbert, and media liaison 
officer Carolyn Thomson 
attended the session, 
which was a resounding 
success. 

All are already quali
fied SCUBA divers on 
CALM's diving register. 

"It was a good oppor
tunity for participants to 
keep up their skills and 
experience diving in dif
ferent seasonal condi-

tions," Doug said. 
"In winter, for in

stance, SCUBA divers 
need to be particularly 
wary about hypothermia 
and heat loss in water. 

"We held the last one 
in autumn and plan to 
hold a skills dive in 
every season of the year. 
The next will be in 
spring and will be run 
by Peter Lambert." 

Doug ran through pro
cedures to be followed in 
a diving emergency, re
viewed hand signals and 
everyone checked and as
sembled their equipment. 

Then the enjoyable 
part of the day began with 
the practical diving ses
sion . 

Participants practised 
clearing a flooded mask, 
swimming on SCUBA 
without a mask and car
ried out an ascent while 
buddy breathing. 

Then they had the 
chance to explore the dive 
site (Dyer Island), its reefs 
and marine life. 

The dive was also an 
excellent opportunity to 
check sites for inclusion 
in a book to be published 
by CALM on dive sites in 
WA. 

On the way home the 
group was treated to a 
spectacle by three playful 
humpback whales on the 
seaward side of Rottnest , 
en route to breeding areas 
in the State's north . 

Peter Lambert refines his SCUBA skills. Photo by Doug Coughran 

Endangered matchsticks 
PRIVATE landowners 
in the Brookton area are 
helping to bring the en
dangered matchstick 
banksia (Ba11ksia 
cu11eata) back from the 
brink of extinction. 

Two landowners, Gary 
Graham of Quairading and 
John Simpson of 
Popanyinning, are mem
bers of a recovery team 
formed to save the species. 

Populations of the plant 
on their properties were 
recently fenced off to pro
tect them from stock. 

Another Quairading 
landowner, Russell Stacey, 

by Carolyn 
Thomson 

has allowed CALM to use 
his property for direct seed
ing trials, beginning this 
winter. 

The recovery team also 
has members from CALM, 
the Australian Nature Con
servation Agency, Men of 
the Trees, the Water Au
thority and the Main Roads 
Department. 

"The enthusiasm from 
local landowners is one of 
the highlights of the re
covery plan," CALM op-

erations officer Greg 
Durell said. 

"It is fantastic that pri
vate individuals are be
coming involved in flora 
conservation." 

Greg said that Judy 
Williams, ofBrookton, had 
been contracted by CALM 
to carry out a census on 
matchstick banksia and to 
map known populations of 
the plant. 

"This information will 
allow us to monitor these 
populations in the future," 
he said. 

"The department re
cently found three more 

plants in a new population, 
bringing the total number 
of plants to 500 in 11 
populations. 

"However, there could 
be more of these endan
gered banksias elsewhere 
and we ask anyone who 
knows the whereabouts of 
more plants to contact their 
local CALM office." 

Matchstick banksias 
flower from September to 
December and have strik
ing cream to pink, spiky 
flowers that resemble 
matchsticks . 

Further enquiries Judy 
Williams on (096) 421 047 

Technical advisor Helmut Hidde[ checking glazing work at the homestead. 
Photo by Carolyn Thomson 

Tree park tourism 
A JOINT project between 
CALM and the Balingup 
community, to develop 
the Golden Valley Tree 
Park, is just beginning to 
blossom. 

"The tree park will be
come a local tourist at
traction, aiming to pro
mote the growing of trees 
and the preservation of en
dangered species. It also 
has a very important edu
cational role," CALM dis
trict manager Peter 
Bidwell said. 

"It features both native 
and exotic species of 
hardwoods and focuses on 
endangered species around 
the world." 

On one side of the road 
there are species such as 
weeping willows, poplars 
and oaks, while the other 
side features Australian 
eucalypts, including a few 
Goldfields species . 

"At the moment we are 
establishing a rainforest 

area in one of the val
leys," Peter said. 

"Golden Valley fea
tures walktrails, scenic 
lookouts, a picnic area, 
gazebo and a maypole. It 
currently attracts up to 
10 000 visitors a year. 

"It is particularly beau
tiful in spring when the 
countryside is green and in 
autumn, with the colour 
changes of the European 
species. 

"We're very pleased the 
community is involved in 
a voluntary capacity." 

The old homestead on 
the property is currently 
being renovated and will 
be developed as a Tree 
Resource Centre and care
taker's residence. 

It has historic impor
tance, has been listed by 
the National Trust, and 
placed on the Heritage 
Council's interim list. 

Peter said a retired 
builder, Helmut Hiddel , 

was working for CALM 
on a voluntary basis as a 
technical advisor for the 
restoration. 

"Helmut restored many 
old homes in Europe after 
Word War II and is now 
passing on his invaluable 
knowledge and skills to 
CALM staff and other vol
unteers," he said. 

The land was originally 
purchased by the old For
ests Department to estab
lish a pine plantation. 

When CALM began to 
manage the area, the home
stead was almost falling 
down. · 

Some of the renovation 
work was completed by 
LEAP workers, but now 
most of the work is being 
undertaken by CALM staff 
with the help of local vol 
unteers. 

"We hope to build the 
tree farm up as a tourist 
attraction to become self
funding," Peter said. 

Oil seed orchard set to become export
1 

earner 
A SEED orchard near 
Collie for oil-producing 
mallees is an important 
initiative to help Aus
tralia to regain world 
dominance in euc-oil pro
duction. 

Collie MLA Dr Hilda 
Turnbull, inspected the 
seed orchard established 
by CALM recently. She 
said euc-oil had enor
mous potential as an in-
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dustrial solvent. 
Existing solvents were 

being phased out under 
international conventions 
on protecting the earth's 
ozone layer. 

CALM is using the or
chard to breed super trees 
able to produce extremely 
high quantities of euca
lyptus oil. There are also 
seed orchards at Merredin 
and Newdegate. 

Oil yields could be in
creased to levels which 
could make mallees a 
competitive crop in their 
own right within five to 
10 years. 

CALM, the Department 
of Agriculture, the Depart
ment of Commerce and 
Trade and Murdoch Uni
versity are currently assess
ing the feasibility of the 
fledgeling industry. 

The Government is 
spending up to $2 million 
over the next three years 
helping Wheatbelt farm
ers establish eucalyptus 
oil-producing malice 
crops. 

The first year of this 
program is now under 
way, with farmers plant
ing pilot commercial tri
als at Canna, Esperance, 
Woodanilling and Lake 

Toolibin, Narembeen and 
Kalannie. 

A total of 1250 hec
tares will be planted this 
year and eventually each 
of the six areas will have 
about 5000 hectares un
der malice. 

Those plantings will be 
the foundation on which to 
develop and demonstrate 
the potential for a large
scale industry. 

CALM was also estab
lishing an arrangement 
with Botanical Resources 
Ltd headed by Professor 
Alan Barton of Murdoch 
University . 

Botanical Resources 
had already done much 
work on the chemistry of 
euc-oil. 

CALM and the Depart
ment of Agriculture would 
co-ordinate all aspects of 

oil malice research and 
development. 

Oil mallees are the 
missing link in the agri
cultural conservation 
chain . 

Most tree plantings on 
Wheatbelt farms have 
been aimed purely at con
servation, but euc-oil of
fers farmers an economic 
return so the benefits are 
two-fold. 



CONCEPT-ualising 
DEDICATION, late 
nights, and unsung he
roes have been responsi
ble for the relatively 
smooth transition to a 
new integrated personnel 
and payroll software 
package called CON
CEPT. 

Actually, it was more a 
case of 'smooth on the 
outside and frenzied on 
the inside,' with staff be
ing paid each fortnight as 
usual, unaware of the in
tense activity going on 
elsewhere. 

But it was the total 
commitment and determi
nation on the part of 
Wanneroo District officer 
·:ate Didlock, Finance 
..:!ranch payroll officer 
Heidi Moss and Human 
Resources personnel and 
training officer Steve 
Grasso who, with a sup
porting network of dedi
cated administrative staff 
at all levels throughout the 
State, were responsible for 
the success of the opera
tion. 

It meant working into 
the wee hours of the morn
ing, plus a fair bit of fin-

J by Tammie Reid J 

ger-crossing when trans
ferring salaries and wages 
into staff members' ac
counts before Reserve 
Bank deadlines ... but the 
dollars were there for us 
... just. , 

Heidi says the new 
package has combined 
four systems into one: 

The Personnel Infor
mation Management Sys
tems (PIMS), salaries sys
tem, the wages system, 
and salary allocations sys
tem. 

"This means that all 
information relevant to a 
staff member is keyed in 
to the one system and, 
with just a few key strokes, 
any or all pieces of infor
mation for that person can 
be called up on screen," 
she says. 

"It's user-friendly and 
provides a wider range of 
detailed information more 
quickly than the old sys
tem; it's a boon for those 
involved in program cost
ing and financial report
ing.' 

Accountant Ian Frame 
says that while there are 
still some complexities to 
unravel, the new system 
is already providing sub
stantial cost savings for 
CALM. 

"For example, salaries 
were processed by Lend 
Lease Bureau, a private 
organisation that gave us 
excellent service, and cost 
us just over $50 000 a 
year. 

"Now, this will be 
processed on CONCEPT 
along with PIMS, for
merly processed by Gov
ernment Bureau Services 
also at a cost of just over 
$50 000 per year. 

CONCURRENT, the 
formercomputeron which 
wages and salary alloca
tions were run was about 
seven years-old and, like 
other outdated technol
ogy, was much slower to 
operate and expensive to 
maintain. 

"Eventually, when all 
the 'wrinkles' in the sys
tem have been ironed out, 
any staff member will be 
able to call up on his or her 
personal computer any in-

· Jan Gordon working at the microfiche reader on the Cunningham manuscripts. 
Photo by Kevin Kenneally 

Jan's sadly missed 
THE Herbarium staff by Kevin given access to the origi-
and volunteers have been nal journals and presented 
saddened to hear of the Kenneally her with photographic 
death of Jan Gordon af- copies of some of the 
ter a long illness. from microfiche and puz- sketches it contained. 

Jan was one of the ear- zling over the By the end of 1993 and 
liest members to join the waterstained and weather- with her health deterio-
Herbarium volunteers and beaten journals, often in- rating, Jan was forced to 
brought with her a wealth terspersed with complex give up the project. 
of experience in volun- botanical names and all However, she never 
leering; her good nature written in a tight hand. lost her enthusiasm for 
and cheerful disposition Jan immersed herself living life to the full and 
endeared her to all. in the task, often visit- remained confident and 

Jan had a particular in- ing the Battye Library positive to the end. 
terest in historical re- in her own time to ob- When the Cunningham 
search and approached me tain further background manuscripts are published 
with an offer -to assist in information on the man they will be dedicated to 
transcribing the unpub- and the area from other Jan in recognition of her 
lished Kimberley voyages explorers journals and volunteering efforts and 
of the important botani- manuscripts . contribution to science 
cal collector Allan She was thrilled, when education. 
Cunningham. in October 1993 on a visit We extend our sympa-

This was an extremely to the Archives Office of thy to her husband Doug 
arduous task, working New South Wales, I was and son Reuben. 

Kate Didlock (seated) on the 'hotline' to outlying district administration staff and Heidi Moss on line with 
the new CONCEPT package. Photo by Tammie Reid 

formation to which they 
are entitled, such as up to 
date leave entitlements, or 
whether or not salary allo
cations have been made on 
time, and so on. 

The switch-over took 
slightly more than three 

months with a great deal of 
co-operation and support 
from Information Systems, 
Finance, Human Re
sources, and supplier rep
resentatives Rob Fox and 
Eileen Aitken. 

Principal personnel of-

ficer Erica Scott was full 
of praise for Heidi and Kate 
and all administration staff 
involved in getting the sys
tem up and running. 

"Without their commit
ment to making the system 
work and their determina-

tion to get the pays through, 
people just wouldn ' t have 
received their cheques on 
time. 

"The resulting uproar 
if that had happened 
doesn't bear thinking 
about," Erica said. 

CALM sweeps up awards 
PICTURED below is 
principal health and 
safety officer Tom Wood, 
accepting one of the 116 
A wards for Eminence in 
Safety presented to 
CALM by Minister for 
Labour Relations Gra
ham Kierath at this year's 
IFAP/GIO Australia 
Safeway A wards. 

The Awards of Emi
nence went to 116 CALM 
work groups, with 87 of 
these also receiving awards 
for achieving six months 
without losing a day from 
work because of a work
caused injury. 

This year, CALM 
achieved the highest 
number of successful work 
groups out of 600 groups 

from 57 Western Austral
ian organisations that en
tered the award scheme. 

In a letter congratulat
ing the successful groups, 
Executive Director Dr Syd 
Shea said: 

"CALM has entered 
every year since the incep
tion of the awards in 1979. 
We have enjoyed a suc
cessful return for our ef
forts. 

"This year, CALM 
qualified as the numberone 
organisation in WA with 
the highest number of suc
cessful groups. 

"I would like to con
gratulate the personnel for 
having taken part in this 
award scheme. 

"By ensuring a safe 
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working environment and 
that the best practices are 
pursued, it has made pos
sible our most successful 
year. 

"I look forward to your 
participation when the next 
Safeway A ward begins in 
November 1994." 

The Safeway concept is 
unusual among schemes 
throughout Australia in 
that there is no limit to the 
size of the group taking 
part. 

Many small groups in 
CALM took advantage of 
this, successfully complet
ing their nominated target. 

The target categories 
were: 

1. A ward for Eminence 
in Safety A ward which is 

made to those organisa
tions and units where com
mitment to safety can be 
measured by the introduc
tion of observable systems, 
procedures and training. 

2.The Lost Time Injury 
Performance Category that 
(a) requires the group to 
achieve six successive cal
endar months without an 
employee being away from 
work because of a work
caused injury, necessitat
ing absence from work for 
one full day, or shift, or 
more; or 

(b) requires the group 
to nominate and achieve a 
percentage reduction in the 
recorded lost time injury 
rate over the six nominated 
calendar months. 



South Coast Region 
I 

networks the networkers 

Geraldton Networks Conference - Fitzgerald Bioshere Rese,ve Presenters: Angela Sanders, John Watson, 
Nathan McQuoid, Bill Lullfitz. Photo by Sue Patrick 

A DIRECT result of 
networking - at a con
ference on networking 
- is that two research 
projects, one on ants 
and the other on bees, 
are being proposed for 
Fitzgerald River Na
tional Park (FRNP). 

The aim of the Ger
aldton Networking Con
ference was to explore 

by Verna 
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the role of networks at 
the local, regional, na
tional and international 
level. 

Making a major pres
entation at the Conference 
was a contingent from the 
South Coast Region, com-

prising regional manager 
John Watson, biosphere 
ecologist Angela Sanders, 
founder member of the 
Fitzgerald Biosphere 
Project, Bill Lullfitz, and 
FRNP ranger-in-charge 
Nathan McQuoid. 

They spoke on the role 
of the Fitzgerald River 
N_ational Park Biosphere 
Reserve in biological and 

community networks. 
Several conference 

participants commented 
that making the presen
tations as a group was a 
fine example of the high 
level of co-operation 
between the various par
ties involved in the Fit
zgerald Biosphere Re
serve Project. 

A group of five South 

Bookmark Biosphere Rese,ve Visitors from South Australia: Pamela Parker, 
Bruce Lambie, Stephanie Williams, Cythia Thiele, Mike Harper. 

Australian visitors, who 
had attended the work
shop and field tours 
held at FRNP, reported 
below, also attended the 
Geraldton Networks 
Conference. 

They were from the 
Bookmark Biosphere 
Reserve, an area com
prising Danggali Con
servation Park, the 

Photo by John Watson 

former Calperum Pas
toral Station, and other 
reserves on the Murray 
River system near 
Renmark. 

The visitors were: 
Danggali Conservation 
Park manager Mike 
Harper, Calperum Pasto
ral Station manager Bruce 
Lambie, author of 
UNESCO/ ANCA 1993 re-

view of Australia's Bio
sphere Reserves Pamela 
Parker. Travelling with the 
South Australians were two 
women from the Chicago 
Zoological Society in the 
USA, Stephanie Williams, 
a researcher into 
malleefowl, and Cynthia 
Thiele, a volunteer work
ing at various locations in 
Bookmark. 

Workshop recommends promoting biosphere 

Fitzgerald Biosphere Rese,ve Field Tours above: Sepulcralis Hill, Fitzgerald River National Park. 
Photo by John Watson 

How is your health? 
FOOD alone cannot I I 
make you healthy, but by Linda Gilbert 

tight clothing is a good 
indication of a change of 

good eating habits can weight. 
play a major role. you choose foods that will Eat fewer fatty 

Good health also de- give you all the energy foods - Trim excess fat 
pends on lifestyle, per
sonality traits, mental 
health and attitudes. 

To ensure an adequate 
intake of all the nutrients 
important for a healthy 
life, your eating plan 
should include a wide va-
riety of foods. 

Unfortunately, al-
though there is a huge se
lection of foods available 
in Australia, most people 
do not choose the right 
foods. 

This guide is to help 

page 6 

and nutrients you need for off meat and remove 
good health. skin from poultry; look 

It will also help you to for low or reduced fat 
avoid eating too much of alternatives. 
the sorts of food that can Eat more bread, ce
push up your blood cho- reals, vegetables, fruit 
lesterol, weight and your and legumes - These 
risk of heart disease. foods contain fibre which 

Enjoy a wide variety help to fill you up and 
of foods - Meals will be keep you regular. 
tastier and you can take 
advantage of in-season 
specials. 

Keep to a healthy 
weight - Keep an eye on 
your waistline; loose or 

High-fibre foods are 
usually good sources of 
vitamins and minerals. 

Go easy on high salt 
foods - Check the labels 
and choose brands con-

taining no added salt, low 
salt, or reduced salt. 

Go easy on alcohol -
If you enjoy a drink, stick 
to one or two a day, and 
keep them small; when 
eating out, keep a jug of 
water at the table - and 
space your alcoholic 
drinks. 

This is not just a diet to 
be given up after a few 
weeks, it is a sensible, life
long way of eating for all
round health. 

It provides a variety so 
you can enjoy your food 
and, therefore, keep in 
shape with healthy eating 
and regular physical ac
tivity . 

ONE of the rec~mmen
dations resulting from a 
recent one-day work
shop and two field tours 
was that more commu
nity education and pro
motion about biosphere 
reserves be undertaken. 

The workshop and 
field tours were held to 
address a range of issues 
affecting Fitzgerald River 
National Park Biosphere . 
Reserve. 

Organised by CALM 
ecologist Angela Sanders, 
the workshop and field 
tours were part of her Fitz
gerald Biosphere Project, 
funded by the Australian 
Nature Conservation 
Agency (ANCA). 

About 60 people were 
involved, including 
CALM's South Coast re
gional manager, John 
Watson, Albany district 
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manager, Drew Griffiths, 
part-time interpretation 
officer Corinn Hine, Fit
zgerald River National 
Park rangers Nathan 
McQuoid, Lindsay Brown 
and Mark True, - and sev
eral members of CALM' s 
Fitzgerald River National 
Park Advisory Commit
tee . 

Chairman of the WA 
Soil and Land Conserva-
tion Council Rex 
Edmondson was work
shop host, and Shire coun
cillors from Jerramungup 
and Ravensthorpe Shires 
also attended. 

The field tours were to 
Fitzgerald River National 
Park, Ravensthorpe 
Range, and local farms 

where sustainable farm
ing practices and oth< 
landcare activities such as -
retaining native bushland 
along creek lines are be
ing carried out. 

A large part of the 
workshop was devoted to 
developing recommenda
tions for future manage
ment of the vegetated 
buffer zone and agricul
tural areas surrounding 
Fitzgerald River National 
Park. 

The workshop also in
cluded presentations on 
the history of the bio
sphere reserve, landcare 
issues, malleefowl pres
ervation activities, exam
ples of Shire support, and 
a special schools display 
mounted by Fitzgerald and 
Jerdacuttup Primary 
Schools and Ravensthorpe 
District High School. 

Point Ann Whale Watching Platform, Fitzgerald River National Park 
Photo by John Watson 



Artist Neil Carter works on a painting for Geikie Gorge Information Centre. 
Photo by Allen Grosse 

Geikie display 
ARTWORK for a new 
visitor information 
centre at Geikie Gorge 
National Park is being 
prepared by local 
Aboriginal artist Neil 
Carter. 

Neil was initially em
ployed on contract by 
CALM. He is currently 
employed on contract with 
the Darlngunaya Aborigi
nal Corporation. 

The octagonal informa
tion centre that will house 
his paintings was built in 
1990 by West Kimberley 
staff. 

It was designed espe
cially to accommodate the 
Kimberley wet - during 
floods the entire structure 
could be a metre underwa
ter. It is basically a roof on 
a timber frame. 

The, movable inform
ation panels will be re
moved and stored during 
every wet season. 

All the hardware for the 
display has been purchased 
and is in place and it is 
hoped the information pan
els will be ready during 
this visitor season. 

The panels cover sev
eral themes, such as Abo
riginal culture, geology 
and flora and fauna of the 
park. 

Neil has already com
pleted 'Working together' 
(reproduced in the Spring 
1993 issue of LAND
SCOP E) , 'Bunuba 
Dreaming' and several 
others. 

Other paintings will in
clude 'Devonian Sea', 
'Living Limestone', and 
'Gender Bender' (on the 
barramundi). 

"An advantage of 
Neil's involvement is that 
all the artwork will be 
painted by one person, 
giving the display a uni
form style," CALM West 

Kimberley District Man
ager Allen Grosse said. 

The text panels were 
written by former CALM 
employee Kathy 
McGregor, Allen and wild
life officer Peter Trembath. 

"Geikie Gorge has a 
wonderful cultural history, 
an amazing geology and a 
complex ecosystem, so the 
information centre is a 
great opportunity to edu
cate people about the natu
ral environment," Allen 
said. 

"The centre will be an 
excellent interpretive fa
cility that will provide an 
in-depth insight into these 
facets of the Gorge. 

"It will tie in well with 
the two boat tours run by 
rangers and Aboriginal 
people for tourists." 

Geikie Gorge is one of 
the major attractions of the 
Kimberley, with more than 
25 000 visitors per year. 

Joe Ross and Bruce Williams, who run the Aboriginal heritage boat tour at 
Geikie Gorge, with Aboriginal tourism development officer Sam Lovell. 

Photo by Allen Grosse 

Change of Hart 
DESPITE its scenic 
beauty and lush 
surroundings, running 
Mount Hart homestead, 
in the West Kimberley, is 
no picnic. 

Just ask Taffy and Jenni 
Abbotts who manage the 
homestead, a major 
attraction of the proposed 
King Leopold Range 
National Park, for CALM. 

Airlines 
In peak tourist season, 

around three planeloads of 
people per day stop at the 
homestead for morning tea . 
or lunch. 

Six airlines now 
regularly fly in to the area. 

Tourists also drive in from 
the Gibb River Road and 
usually stay overnight. 

The homestead can 
comfortably accommodate 
nine people. 

As well as meeting, 
greeting and catering for 
these guests (Jenni's home 
cooking is becoming 
known far and wide), Taffy 
spends 3-4 hours each day 
raking leaves, watering and 
mowing eight acres of 
lawns and caring for the 
garden. 

There are numerous 
repairs to be done and the 
50 km road and the airstrip 
need regular maintenance. 

To enable them to better 

cater for the fly-in visitors 
and regular guests, Taffy 
is extending the homestead 
by building an outdoor 
dining room with views 
over the Barker River. 

The stone and concrete 
structure will cater for 18 
guests . 

To collect the stone, 
Taffy and Jenni must drive 
the 50 km to their front 
gate, usually about a 4 hour 
round trip. 

Because it's so difficult 
to get away, they will only 
make it into town to shop 
every two or three months. 

The advantage? 
"Well we sleep well at 

night." 

New Kimberley loos 
don't flush away funds 
MORE than $30 000 was 
saved on the cost of a new 
amenities block at Mount 
Hart homestead. 

Designed by West 
Kimberley District 
manager Allen Grosse, the 
wood and iron structure 
was made up in sections 
in the yard at Broome. 

Three ·days 
It was then transported 

to the park and assembled 
in only three days by 
Allen , CALM staff Henry 
Corpus and David Grosse, 
and homestead manager 
Taffy Abbotts. 

The four worked until 
JO pm each night and until 
1 am one morning so it 
would be ready for a group 
of 30 people due to arrive 
at the homestead . 

The result is an 
attractive building that 
provides an extra two 

showers and toilets for 
visitors. 

"However, it is not just 
a functional building. It 
has a sense of place and is 
aesthetically pleasing," 
Allen said. 

"This is the sixth 
building of its kind to 
be put up in CALM
managed areas in the 
West Kimberley." 

The others are at Silent 
Grove, also within the 
proposed King Leopold 
Range National Park, and 
Windjana Gorge National 
Park. 

"The amenity block 
would have cost the 
department more than 
$20 000 if it had been 
built by a contractor," 
Allen said. 

"Instead, it cost only 
$7000 - an achievement 
of which all the staff 
involved can be proud." 

A new amenities block at Mt Hart homestead 
blends attractively into its surroundings. 

Photo by Carolyn Thomson 

Mt Hart homestead managers Jenni and Taffy Abbotts (front) with (from left) CALM's Allen Grosse, Cameron 
Smith of Derby Air Service, ranger Ross McGill and Tiffany Hill, of CALM's West Kimberley office. 

Photo by Carolyn Thomson 

School program a winner 
CALM's West Kimber
ley district office has pro
duced an environmental 
program for primary 
school students. 

It was produced by 
qualified teacher and 
former CALM employee 
Katherine McGregor in 
consultation with staff 

Ben Hill, of Cable Beach Primary School, meets 
a local snake species. Photo by Tiffany Hill 

from Cable Beach Primary 
School. 

"The program, funded 
by the Priority Country 
Schools Area Program, is 
currently being tested at 
Cable Beach Primary 
School," CALM District 
Manager Allen Grosse 
said. 

"It presents a series of 
activities in which students 
learn about specific plants 
and animals and their 
relationship with the 
Kimberley environment." 

There are active out
door learning sessions in 
addition to classroom ac
tivities, all aimed specifi
cally at year six and seven 
students in the Kimberley 
region . 

A student workbook 
has been produced to ac
company the program. 

The program will en
hance appropriate atti
tudes and behaviour to
ward our natural environ
ment 

"It should also foster 
an awareness, appreciation 

and understanding of 
Kimberley plant and 
animal communities," 
Allen said. 

"Three Kimberley 
communities are exam
ined: pind~n. mangroves 
and remnant rainforest 
communities . 

"The children will be 
encouraged to look at 
climate and landform and 
their relationship to flora 
and fauna in each of the 
communities," he said. 

The food chain and the 
human impact on the land
scape are also examined. 

"So far we have had a 
good response from the 
school involved," Allen 
said. 

"We should be able to 
distribute the program to 
all schools in the West 
Kimberley by next year." 

Stories by 
Carolyn 

Thomson 
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School bush garden a hit 
at City Beach Primary 

A SEED of an idea has 
germinated and flowered 
into a native bush garden 
at City Beach Primary 
School. 

The City Beach Bush 
Garden Project Team re
cently joined CALM to 
invite 54 metropolitan pri-

by Marie 
McDonald 

mary school teachers, who 
had bought the booklet 
Growing Local Plants for 
Education, to a bush gar
den workshop at the school. 

The booklet, written by 
CALM' s metropolitan and 
south west land officer 
Robert Powell and 
Christina Lake, is a guide 
to planning and establish
ing a bush garden in a 
school environment. 

The aim of the work-

Left to right, A pupil from City Beach Primary School, right, shows Mundaring 
forest officer Jamie Ridley and Dwellingup forest officer Grant Lamb around the 

bush garden. Photo by Fiona Marr 

shop was to provide the 
teachers and CALM staff 
with the opportunity to see 
a bush garden in a school 
setting and to listen to, 
and talk with people be
hind the City Beach 
project. 

Teachers, parents, stu
dents and local consultant 
Robert Powell, who have 
made and continue to make 
the project a reality, gave 
an interesting account of 
the background of their 
project. 

This was followed by a 
guided tour of the bush 
garden led by highly en
thusiastic students, all 
members of the Bush 
Guardi ans Club at City 
Beach Primary School. 

It was obvious that the 
children took great pride 
in their garden and their 
knowledge of the plant spe
cies and ecology of the 
garden was impressive. 

The bush garden project 
is used across the school 
curricula for science 
projects , mathematical 
problem solving, creative 
writing, and media stud
ies, to name only a few. 

A video featuring the 
students explaining the es
tablishment of their bush 
garden has been produced. 

The school has won 
Greening Australia and 
Landcare awards for their 
projects . 

Growing Local Plants 
for Education costs $5 and 
is available from CALM's 
headquarters at 50 Hayman 
Road, Como. Phone (09) 
334 0333. 

Volunteer spotters wanted 
THE weather is probably 
the most frequently dis
cussed topic on planet 
earth - and, for all we 
know - on any other 
planet. 

Now, you can put some 
of your 'weather talk' to 
more productive use by 
directing it to the Western 
Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology, which recently 
established a voluntary 
severe thunderstorm spotter 
network. 

The information 1s 

being used to improve the 
Bureau ' s knowledge and 
forecasting of these · 
violent storms throughout 
WA. 

A severe thunderstorm 
produces phenomena such 
as: 
• tornadoes (sometimes 

known as 'cock-eyed 
Bobs') 

• damaging winds 
• large hail stones 
• flash flooding. 

Records since 1960 
indicate there are at least 

15 days every year when 
severe thunderstorms 
occur in Western 
Australia. 

Bec ause damage is 
generally very localised, 
or away from buildings or 
other structures, and not 
all events are reported, the 
actual number of severe 
storms may be much 
greater than the Bureau 
realises. 

Severe thunderstorms 
occur in the south-west 
coastal strip from Lancelin 

to Walpole during the 
cooler months , and 
throughout the State, but 
mainly in inland southern 
areas, during the warmer 
months. 

Reports take less than 
five minutes to carry out, 
the first task being to phone 
the Bureau ' s toll-free 
number: 008 802 135 . 

For further information 
about the network, please 
phone Tony Bannister or 
Kevin Smith on (09) 263 
2283 . 

Dugong survey finds their 
numbers have stabilised 

A RECENT aerial sur
vey has indicated that the 
population of 10 000 
dugongs at Shark Bay is 
stable. 

The two-week survey 
of marine animals in the 
Shark Bay and Ningaloo 
Marine Parks and Exmouth 
Gulf was carried out by 
CALM and the James 
Cook University in 
Towns ville . 

''The results are yet to 
be analysed on computer, 
but observations indicated 
similar numbers to the last 
survey five years ago," 

page 8 

CALM district manager 
Ron Shepherd said . 

"Shark Bay has the larg
est and most secure 
populations in the world 
and it is important that 
CALM, which manages the 
area, monitors numbers to 
ensure it remains that 
way." 

Ron said the survey 
showed interesting varia
tions in the distribution of 
dugongs in Shark Bay 
compared with that in 
1989. 

"The largest congrega
tions were found on 

seagrass meadows off
shore from Francois Peron 
National Park and along 
the eastern shores of Dirk 
Hartog Island," he said. 

"The survey team be
lieves the distribution of 
the dugongs reflects water 
temperature patterns in the 
Bay and this hypothesis is 
being investigated with 
Landsat imagery. 

"Dugongs live in warm 
water and, during winter 
months, may be actively 
searching for warm water 
brought into the Bay by 
the Leeuwin Current ." 

Over two days, more 
than 15 humpback whales 
and 50 manta rays were 
also counted in the Bay 
between Bernier and Dorre 
Islands Nature Reserves 
and the Carnarvon coast
line. 

"Numerous shoals of 
bait fish, similar to those 
seen at the Cape Cuvier 
feeding frenzy last year 
were observed in these wa
ters," Ron said. 

"It is possible that the 
manta rays and whales 
were in the area feeding on 
these shoals." 

She made Rod's day 
A PLEASANT surprise 
awaited Perth District 
reserves officer Rod 
Martyn, above, while fox 
baiting recently at Twin 
Swamps Nature Reserve 
near Bullsbrook. 

Rod and Agricultural 
Protection Board officer 
Fred Ramsden were driv
ing through the reserve, 
placing baits when Rod 
spotted a rare western 
swamp tortoise ambling 
through the grass. 

A much-excited Rod 
leapt out of the vehicle in 
great haste and grabbed 
the tortoise. 

The western swamp 
tortoise has not been seen 
on the reserve in recent 
years and was thought to 
be extinct, or in very small 
numbers, in the area. 

A vermin-proof fence 
around the 5 km boundary 

was completed recently in 
preparation for the first 
release of captive-bred 
tortoises, probably some 
time in • September. 

Rod was the technical 
and supervising officer re
sponsible for the overall 
fence construction pro
gram. 

He said capturing the 
tortoise was a highlight of 
his involvement in the 
project. 

"The wild population, 
which provides the ge
netic pool for captive-bred 
tortoises , is very small, so 
each new animal found 
increases the chances of 
the species ' survival by 
adding to the available 
gene pool ," Rod said. 

Rod ' s find - an adult 
female - was a bonus, as 
there are only about 15 
known adult females in 

existence. 
The tortoise was ultra

sound sc anned by Dr 
Gerald Kuchling of the 

-University of Western 
Australia, and was found 
to have developing eggs. 

Equipped with a mini
ature radio transmitter, 
she has been released back 
into Twin Swamps Nature 
Reserve. 

Radio tracking later in 
the year will, it is hoped, 
locate and allow the first 
ever nest in the reserve to 
be studied. 

The construction of 
the vermin-proof fence 
and release of the cap
tive-bred tortoises at 
the reserve form part of 
a ten-year recovery plan 
for the species that 
CALM and the Western 
Swamp Tortoise Recovery 
Team is implementing. 

Ground parrot find 
NEW sightings of endan
gered ground parrots 
have caused great excite
ment among wildlife en
thusiasts and CALM sci
entists. 

Ground parrots are 
found in south-eastern and 
south-western Australia. 
The western subspecies is 
endangered , with only a 
few hundred birds in the 
wild. 

The ground parrot once 
occurred west of.Albany, 
but recent WA records 
have all come from long 
unburnt heaths in Fitzger
ald River National Park 
and the eastern side of 

by Allan 
Burbidge 

Cape Arid National Park . 
Last autumn, however, 

local naturalist Ray 
Garstone saw what may 
have been a ground parrot 
at Bettys Beach, near Two 
Peoples Bay. 

Then, in June, Alan 
Danks and Leigh Whisson 
saw a ground parrot in the 
Cheyne Beach area while 
they were carrying out 
census work for the noisy 
scrub-bird project. 

These records are the 
first from west of 

Fitzgerald River National 
Park for more than a 
decade, and give new hope 
for the recovery of the 
species . 

In March this year 
Mike Paxman, ranger at 
Cape Arid National Park, 
saw a ground parrot in 
heathland north-west of 
Yokinup Bay - the first 
record from the western 
side of the park. 

The area of the park 
previously known to be 
occupied was very small, 

. presumably supports very 
few birds, and is highly 
susceptible to loss by 
wildfire. 


