
Rock-wallabies share eco-tourism award 
THE winners of this ) I I 
year'sDavidBrandTour- by Jack Kinnear 
ism Award for the E11vi
ro11me11t were Neil and 
Rhonda McGregor who 
operate Yardie Creek 
Tours in Cape Range 
National Park. 

Since 1990, the 
McGregors have been in
volved in collecting data 
for a CALM fox-control 
experiment that Woodvale 
Science and Information 
staff had implemented in 
collaboration with Frank 
Batini ' s Environmental 
Protection Branch and Ex-

1uth District staff. 
Once abundant 

throughout the whole of 
Cape Range, rock walla
bies had become restricted 
to some gorges within the 
park and on Ningaloo Sta
tion south of the park. 

Moreover, their num
bers were few, probably 
because of predation by 
foxes, as previously dem
onstrated in the Wheatbelt. 

Studies by research sci-

entistDaveAlgar andnow
retired senior technical of
ficer Tom Leftwich, indi
cated that two baitings a 
year might be a sufficient 
and cost-effective practice 
to control foxes, thus ena
bling rock wallabies to 
increase. 

This is where the 
McGregors have been 
making a vital contribu
tion. Theyenterintoacom
puter database all rock 
wallabies sighted during 
the course of their nature 
tours along Y ardie Creek 
Gorge. 

If our experimental 
two-baitings-a-year pro
gram worked according to 
plan, the McGregors 
would have recorded 
more rock wallabies each 
year, and this trend would 
be clearly evident from 
their database . 

At first, the sightings 
steadily increased for the 

three years following the 
implementation of twice
yearly baitings. 

But then it became clear 
from the database that the 
1994 sightings of rock 
wallabies were down; there 
was a mini-population 
crash as 30 per cent of the 
rock wallabies seen during 
1993 went missing during 
the tourist off-season. 

Fortunately, the decline 
was only temporary, as the 
trend throughout 1994 and 
1995 has been upward. 

We know the decline 
was real because of the 
quality of the data. This is 
because the line transect 
along Y ardie Creek is so 
highly replicated-a stat
istician's dream. 

The data, being so ex
tensive, allows one to con
clude with certainty that 
the population did increase 
following the introduction 
of fox control; what is 
equally certain is that there 
was a mini-crash-but 
why? 

The evidence suggests 
that the six-month interval 
between baitings is too 
long. This lengthy interval 
allows foxes to re-invade 
and provides ample time 
for foxes to kill enough 
rock wallabies to reverse 
previous gains. 

But this does not hap
pen every year; bouts of 
predation can happen spo
radically and there is no 
way to predict when such 
events will happen. 

The solution is to in
crease the baiting fre
quency and thus remove 
offending foxes before they 
do too much damage. 

Four baitings a year are 
now recommended. This 
is desirable, not only from 
a conservation viewpoint, 
but also for sound eco
nomic reasons. 

A conspicuously abun
dant population of rock 
wallabies contributes to the 
tourism potential of the 
Exmouth region. 

The tour along a spec-

A Seville-ised conference 
THE story of local com
munity involvement in 
the Fitzgerald Biosphere 
Reserve was one of three 
Australian contributions 
to about 70 case studies 
presented at the recent 

·ernational Conference 
' va Biosphere Reserves in 

Seville, Spain. 
Biosphere reserves, 

such as the Fitzgerald River 
National Park and sur
rounding areas, where lo
cal communities are striv
ing for ecologically sus
tainable development, are 
becoming an increasingly 
promoted model for the 

necessary balance between 
nature conservation and 
development. 

The Seville Conference 
was the first major review 
of UNESCO's biosphere 
reserve program in more 
than 10 years. It should 
lead to a new action plan to 
take biosphere reserves 
into the 21st century and 
also to a new set of statutes 
to place such reserves on a 
more sound and co
ordinated footing as a true 
international network. 

About 10 Australian 
delegates took part in the 
conference, which was l!,t-

tended by 421 delegates 
from 102 countries. 

Among them was 
CALM South Coast Re
gional Manager John 
Watson (Fitzgerald Bio
sphere Reserve). 

The Australian delega
tion was led by Chief Ex
ecutive Officer of The Aus
tralian Nature Conserva
tion Agency (ANCA) and 
chairman of the Austral
ian Working Group on Bio
sphere Reserves Dr Peter 
Bridgewater. 

The preparation of the 
Fitzgerald Biosphere 
presentation was in itself 

John Watson fields questions from the floor at the International Conference 
on Biosphere Reserves in Seville. Photo by Charo Sevilla Jimenez 

something of a commu
nity effort. John Watson 
prepared an initial draft 
of the paper, which was 
circulated widely , both 
within CALM and among 
people actively involved 
with the Fitzgerald Bio
sphere Reserve project. 
The paper was then modi
fied in response to com
ments received. 

About 60 colour slides 
were shown and, once 
again, these came from 
various sources both 
within and outside 
CALM. 

The paper received a 
great deal of interest, with 
time having to be extended 
to cater for the large 
number of questions. 

Numerous direct con
tacts were made with 
John over the following 
few days of the confer
ence, which should help 
to further confirm and 
gain support at the na
tional and international 
level for CALM's work 
in the Fitzgerald River 
National Park and sur
rounding areas of the Bio
sphere Reserve, as well 
as recognise local com
munity involvement. 

John financed his own 
trip to the Conference, 
with the Australian Na
tional Commission for 
UNESCO part-funding 
his air travel expenses . 

Engineering their futures 
STUDENTS from the 
Department of Environ
mental Engineering at 
the University of West
ern Australia took part 
in a field trip to a State 
forest block to examine 
interactions between en
gineering and the ecol
ogy. 

They were able to see 
firsthand how scientific 
and engineering principles 
can be applied in design-

ing solutions to complex 
situations to prevent envi
ronmental problems. 

The students visited 
a State forest block off 
Brockton Highway to 
observe forest logging 
practices . 

They were me·t there 
by Peter Keppell, CALM 
District Manager for the 
area, who explained some 
of the principles involved 
in controlling dieback, a 

fungal disease that attacks 
the roots of trees. 

They were also told how 
CALM manages all native 
forests and, in doing so, 
maintains wildlife habitat. 

The trip was part of the 
field component of a course 
rn biological systems 
enginneering, in which stu
dents learn about human 
impacts on ecological 
processes. 

This is the first year 

this third level unit has 
been offered and it gives 
students a greater 
knowledge of ways to 
avert some of the 
consequences of 
increasing development. 

Environmental engi
neering is a new field, and 
the University of Western 
Australia was the first uni
versity in Australia to of
fer an undergraduate de
gree in it. 

tacular, picture postcard 
gorge is a memorable ex
perience in itself, but even 
more so when one sees at 
close range infant rock 
wallabies peering out of 
pouches or snuggled up 
next to proud mums. 

Neil and Rhonda read
ily concede that the pres
ence of rock wallabies is 
one of the key attractions 
of their tour. It's good for 
business to have more rock 
wallabies about, and from 
CALM's viewpoint it's 

also good conservation. 
This is · eco-tourism at 

its best; an example of a 
government agency and the 
private sector having a 
common interest in pro
moting the welfare and 
abundance of wildlife. 

A rock wallaby and her young. Photo courtesy Yardie Creek Tours 

We impress Mark 
THE dedicated attitude 
of staff throughout 
CALM was one of the first 
impressions that struck 
Mark- Neilson when he 
took up his position re
cently as the new Man
ager Financial Services. 

Mark is responsible for 
the restructured Finance, 
Engineering Services, Fi
nancial Systems and Ap
plications groups, which 
form part of John Byrne's 
Corporate Services Divi
sion. 

Based at Como, Mark 
says he is "getting out of 
the glass tower° as much as 
possible to meet staff and 
management to find out 
more about their financial 
management require
ments. 

"I think we have good 
systems and good people 
in the financial area, and 
while I've heard a few peo
ple comment adversely on 
the ORACLE system, I 
think the system is a good 
starting point," Mark said. 

"Other departments are 
only now switching away 
from the old government 
accounting system (GAS), 
and many of the bigger 
departments are choosing 
ORACLE- the system we 
put in four years ago. 

"So we have a good 
head start, but we need to 
fine-tune the way we are 
using the system, espe
cially with the implemen
tation of accrual account
ing-a major project that 
we've now started in ear
nest. 

"Based on the results of 
a customer survey that we 
sent out in July, we are 
now framing our priorities 
for the next year. 

"Initial results show 
that staff throughout 
CALM want more training 
in the use of systems and 
the internal controls that 
we must follow. 

"The survey also 
showed that our over-rid
ing priority should be to 
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give a high level of profes
sional service to our cus
tomers in CALM-to ex
ecutive staff, managers, 
and their support staff. 

"We'll be placing more 
emphasis on helping all 
managers with theirreport
ing requirements. 

"We will be informing 
the executive on a monthly 
basis how each cost cen
tre and each program's 
financial performance 
measures up against the 
budget; we're in the proc
ess of developing a new 
monthly report for the 
Executive Committee to 
do this. 

"As a service branch, 
our aim is to enhance the 
way that CALM's annual 
budgeting process works. 

"We're also looking 
to implement a more 
recent version of the 
ORACLE financial sys
tem to take advantage 
of improvements in the 

way the system works. 
Mark comes to CALM 

with a well-qualified and 
impressive accounting 
background in both the 
public and private sectors, 
which includes four years 
with Western Mining, four 
years with SECW A and 
three years with the City of 
Stirling. 

He is a full member of 
the Australian Society of 
Certified Practising Ac
countants and is currently 
working part-time towards 
a Master of Accounting at 
the University of Western 
Australia. 

Married to Gina, who 
has just finished a Ph.D. in 
English Literature, their 
weekends are taken up full 
time with developing a 
small vineyard in 
Gidgegannup, just north of 
Midland. 

'Tm enjoying my work 
enormously, and am 
pleased to be working for 
an organisation like 
CALM, which makes such 
a positive contribution in 
the community." 


