—Potoroo rediscovered at Two Peoples Bay —

A SMALL marsupial
thought extinet for the
past 125 years has been
rediscovered at Two Peo-
ples Bay Nature Reserve
enst of Alhany.

The animal, Gilben's
potaroo,- & small rat kanga-
roo - was last recorded be-
tween Albany and the

 Pallinup River in 1869.
- The find was made by
- University of Western Aus-
| tralia Department of Zool-
| ogy students Elizabeth
' Sinclairand Adrian Wayne.
| CALM scientists posi-
tively identified the animals

“er Elizabeth and Adrian

dd trapped an adult female

with a pouch young and a

juvenile male, Two further

adult males were trapped
later,

“The rediscovery of a
| species that has eluded sci-
ence for more than 120
years is remarkable in it-
self,” Environment Minis-
ter Kevin Minson said.

“But it also clearly
demonstrates that when
fox numbers are hronght
under control, we can pre-
vent small native mam-
mal species from going
extinet.”

Elizabeth, a Ph D stu-
dent, is studying genetic
variation in quokkas and
has been searching for
populations along the
State’s south coast, in-
cluding Two Peoples Bay
Mature Reserve,

There had been sev-

=al "signs” of animals but
sspite intensive searches

and trapping, no quokkas
were capiured.

But two unusual ani-
mils found in the traps
could not be identified as
anything that had been
recorded in the reserve.

Elizabeth and Adrian
discussed the animals
with CALM officers Alan
Danks and Leigh Whisson
and after measurements
were taken, it became
clear that the species was
likely to be the long lost
Gilbert's potoroo.

Tony Start, Andrew
Burbidge and Norm Mc-
Kenzie from CALM's
Wildlife Research Centre
at Woodvale went to the
reserve armed with mate-
rial from the WA Muse-
um’s collection. That
material helped confirm
the identification.

Gilbert's potoroo has
been considered a subspe-
cies of the long-nosed
potoroo of sonth-eastern
Australia and Tasmania.
The rediscovery now al-
lows genetic comparisons
to be made o see if the
WA animals should be
recognised as o seéparate
species.

The discovery of
Gilbert's potoroo by Eu-
ropeans was in 1840 at
King George’s Sound by
John Gilbert who col-
lected mammals and birds
in WA for the prominent
naturalist John Gould,

Gilbert later noted that
he had not heard of the
species being found in

any part of the “colony™
other than King George's
Sound.

Apart from Gilbert's
specimens, the only other
ones were collected for
museums in 1866 and
1869, These had been col-
lected in the Albany-
Pallinup River area.

In 1975, the former
Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife began anex-
tensive search for the ani-
mal and its relation, the
broad-faced potoroo - also

Gilbert's potoron. Photo by lin Lochman/CALM

thought extinct.

The search incluoded
Two People's Bay Nature
Reserve but no evidence
of the species was found.

Tony Start, who was
part of the search, said
gub-fossil remains of the
amimal had been found in
anumber of coastal caves
along the Leeuwin-
Maturaliste Ridge, includ-
ing Mammoth Cave. A
bone fragment also had
been found in a sand dune
between Broke Inlet and

Windy Harbour.

CALM has controlled
foxes ingide the nalure
reserve since (988
which has led to an in-
erease in populations of
other small mammals
such as southern brown
bandicoots,

It is now thought that
Gilbert's potoroo may
have survived in such
small numbers that they
previously were undetec-
ted but fox control has
allowed them o increase

to levels where they now
have turned up in traps
set for other species such
as gquokkas.

Fox control in other
parts of the south-west
such as Dryandra,
Batalling, Julimar and
Perup, has resulted in an
upsurge in native wildlife
nurnbers.

CALM's Threatened
Species and Communities
Unit and the Science and
Information Division now
are working on plans to

find oul how widespread
the potoroos are and what
conservation action was
needed.

It is not the first time
Two Peoples Bay has
been the site of a redis-
covered animal. The
noisy scrub-bird was re-
discovered there in 1961
after having been last re-
corded 72 years previ-
ously. It was this find that
led to the nature reserve
being established in
1967.

Mr Minson said it was
remarkable that potoroos
had been found in the
same area as the noisy
scrub-hird.

“Two Peoples Bay is
an amazing haven for
thought-to-be-extinct
species,” he said,

“CALM's manage-
ment of the reserve to con-
trol fox numbers and pro-
tect large arcas from wild-
fires, a strategy initiated
for managing scrub-bird
habitat, no doubt has had
some more recent influ-
ence on the potoroos’ sur-
vival," he said.

Roo-note: The redis-
covery of the Gilbert's
potoroo has its irony,
Elizabeth Sinclair was
searching for quokkas but
found the potoroo instead.
Twenty years earlier,
Tony Start searched the
south coast, including
Two Peoples Bay Nature
Reserve, for potoroos but
could only turn op
quokkas.
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