——Tree-top trips to tempt the tourist—

A TREE-TOP tour and an An-
cient Empire tingle forest dis-
covery walk in the Valley of
the Giants will form the core
of a CALM tourism initiative
in the southern foresit near
Walpaole.

Premier and Toorism Minis-
ter Richard Coort said the two
projects would become major in-

 ternational tourist drawcards for
| the Warren-Walpole region and
establish the tingle forest as an
icon for the State’s burgeoning
nature-based tourism industry,

“The aim is 1o provide a high
quality visitor experience in the
tingle forest while at the same
time maintaining the forest’s in-
*egrity and conservation val-
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A team led by the Perth-based
consultancy, Donaldson and
Warn, Architects, has been
awarded a contract to design and
build the tree top walk, a low
level walk and a ‘Tingle Shel-
ter’.

The team includes Ove Arup
and Partners (engineers), David
Jones (eavironmental artist) and
Ralph and Beattic Bosworth
(quantity surveyors).

The contract follows a na-
tional competition through
which CALM called for entrants
to present design and construc-
tion ideas.

Premier Richard Court, second from right, is briefed on the tree tops walk praject by artist David Jones (left),
architect Geoff Warn and consulting engincer Adrian Roberis. Photo by John Ibbs courtesy Sunday Times.

Four teams were selected to
present their concepis which were
judged by an indepéndent panel
under the guidance of CALM and
the Royal Ausiralian Institute of
Architects. The Australian Insti-
tute of Landscape Architecis and
the Insitution of Engineers also

provided assistance.

The judges were impressed
with the elegance, simplicity and
practical nature of the winning
design, considering the emphasis
wis on minimal disturbance of
the forest during construction.

The tree top walk will consist

of steel trusses with timber deck-
ing and steel support posts. The
tingle shelter will be built from
timber posts and beams and the
lower will use timber members
wilh steel bracing.

The double walking loop will
give visitors an experience from

the tree tops and the ground
from the exciting to the gquie
and contemplative.

The overall concept and de-
sign integrates all the grandew
of the tingle forest, especially
its sounds, texture, colour anc
shapes.

Work already has begun or
the Ancient Empire. This woulc
be an interpretive forest discov-
ery walk around and through the
bases of 20 red tingle trees and
logs with signs and sculptore:
to explain the forest's rich her
itage.

A new information shelter anc
some of the boardwalks hawve
been instialled and furthe:
boardwalks will protect the tree:
from root and soil compaction
and help ensure the adventure i
ecologically sustainable.

CALM also is providing in
terpretive Signs, @ new acces
road, safe parking areas anc
services lo the site.

The tree top walk will be com:
pleted in two stages.

The first stage. costing $60(
000 and due to be completed nex
Movember, will provide the firs
phase of the tree top walk, the
return ground walk, tingle shelte:
and toilets and a swing bridge.

In the second stage, a towe
with cantilevered platforms wil
be built.
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