A CALM wife looks back

JO Law was working as
an administration officer
for Protection Branch at
Como Forests Depart-
ment headquariers when
CALM came into exist-
ERICE,

“It happened suddenly,
with & lot of onknpwns,
and ot & great deal of un-
derstanding among staffof
the need for change,” lo
said.

Io resigned a few
maonths later lo accompany
her husband Keith o
Dwellingup, where he

moved inle his districl
manager role,

They have been there
ever since, and have added
another Low family mem-
ber, Evan,

Jo shares with us some
of the perceptions —
| “through spouse eyes” —
| over the past 10 years:

“From a shaky begin-
ning, I"ve seen a number of
posatives; a higher pubbic
profile as CALM commau-
nicates what it is doing and
why.

“But T still find mysell
explaining the connection

[b';f Tammie Reid |

wiath :I'Drﬂl!r].- — samehow,
comment On comservition
and land management
makes people’s eyes glaze
over - but mention national
parks, wildlife or foresiry
and they readily nod.

“There are also more
spirited responses when
forest management is
sttacked, which, | feel, iz a
good thing, and more
people now understand
what CALM is all abour.

“Sometimes theres a
feeling of timelessness
about living in Dwellingup:
there's sill a strong for-
estry tradition and close ties
with the community.

"1 work as a relief
teacher and regular par-
ent volumieer at the
school, and I'm a scrip-
tore teacher, so 1 get 1o
see CALM through the
eyes of different sections
of the commumnity,

“Changes over the past
10 years seem 1o affect all
CALM people; [ sense there
are more specialised areas

to cover, less people and
resources available, and
bagically more pressureson
the individual.

“I"ve beamnt to be fex-
ihle and 1o share Keith's
time with other staff and
the community; as e at-
tends more after-hours
meetings than in the past

“I"wve seen Keith's role
4% Maniger concentrabe
mxre on supporting and
encournging staff in times
of change.

“It seema o e an in-
crensingly difficult bal-
ancing act, rying to meet
people’s expectations wilh-
in ever-diminishing phiysi-
cal resoarces and finances.

“Keith is o phlegmatic
character and has a calm-
ness about him that keeps
him postive about his waork
and able to tum off after
hiiers

“We try hard to live a
balanced life and do eve-
rything as o family; lor
example, we have adopted
goll as our famly spaot,
something we can do af-
ter work and together,
which helps us all to relax

and enjoy being wogether.

“Children have always
been a parl of things so-
cinlly at CALM, amd they
enpoy visiting the olfice 1o
seehow mdios, maps, com-
puters and the office in gen-
cral works.

“Char son Evan, who is
erowing up all too quickly,
hos always been prowd of
his father's work, but just
lately, with Keith out in the
fickd and away over night
cortrolling wild- fires, the
gravity and rnisks of
firefighting are hitting
home.

“When asked sl school
whint his most frightening
memory was, Evan said
o

“As CALM Ffunctions
become rationalised and
staff elect to hive farther
afield, I foresee a loss of
tradition and belonging

“This leaves me with
mixed feelings, but 1 be-
liewe paining sotisfaction
from where you Hve and
work 8 prefy much ke
lifein gemeral — it depends
on wiat, and how much,
you pul inb it

Digwree Wairs ai her ‘anctenr’ fypewriter reflects on the past fen years.
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Jo ard Keith Low relax af rome with their son, Evan. Photo by Tammie Reid

... While Di ant|c1pates a challengmg future

DIANNE Watts sits in
fromt of an ancient
manual typewriter at
CALM's Dwellingup dis-
trict olfice. The type-
wriler is not unlike the
ane she vsed daily 18
years ago when she
fronted up for work as a
clerical officer with the
then Forests Department.

Hack then, ber dubies
emailed the usual general
office tasks of typing. filing
and, heaven help us,
making the tea and coffee
For all the afficers. She also
took weather readings and
operated the radio and
internal party-line phones.
with their complicated
ringing codes.

The office was tiny ond
felt more like o converied
timberworker's house, with
warren-like TOGms
crammed ino every space

Instead of a froni coun-
ter there was a small peep-
hole in o panelied wall. It
was also freczing in winler
and boiling in summer.

I 15 the acting admin-
istrative assistant at Drwell-

Story and phnm
by Tammie Reid

ingup, and her duties since
the formation of CALM
have diversifzed, with more
responsibility for office
management. for mone pub-
lic unquiri:s 1o handle and
an increasing supervisory!
training role of other ad-
minkstration staff,

The office design has
changed alot, oo, withapen
spaces and ergonomically
designesd furniture contrib-
uting to an infinitely more
comfortable and fnendly
atmosphere.

“Computers have
changed things quile a bit,
although there seem o be
more paper records than
ever, | think ane of the big-
pest challenges for district
atufT is 10 become comlion-
nhle with using computers
in all aspects of work,”™ Di
=

“There's now a beck of
a kot more work. With the
formationof the Lane Poole
Reserve, weatiend ioalarge

volume of tourist front
counter enguiries. These's
ks more business o al-
terad o with perenits, 1i-
cences and condractors.™

Bom, bred, married and
happily ensconced in
Dhwellingup, lorests are in
her hlood. Her husband
Eddy b2 a bog-trock driver
with Bunnings, her Tather
John Postans is a district
forest workman, and her
meiher Maxine worked at
the Dwellingup office until
the 19461 bushfines

D sums up her feelings
for herwork during the past
10 years:

= Well, | enjoy it; the
variety of work is great and
there's always a chanoe 1
get out in the bush ev
now and then. Besides, 1"ve
always had a soft spot |
forestry people and enpoy
being part of the whole for-
estry culture.

“Looking to the future,
I"'m happy o continme
working im the administra-
tion area. being o part of
anrething bigger — being
a pant of CALM."
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Jo and Keith Low relax at home
with their son, Evan.






Dianne Watts at her 'ancient’
typewriter reflects on the past ten
years.
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