Neil bowled over by region's size

NEIL Taylor was an accountant who decided
the ‘greatl Indoors® were oo stifling, so after
gaining his Diploma in Recreation Planning, he
worked as a park ranger with the Australian
Capital Territory Conservation Service, fol-
lowed by a spell as manager at Jervis Bay Na-
ture Reserve.

Jervis Bay was probably an ideal training ground
for any challenges CALM might throw at Neil,

One million people a year visited the 2200-
hectare nature reserve that included pine planta-
tions, an Aboriginal settlement, three
camperounds, a school, a police station, a mis-
sile range and an BOO-hectare marine park that
algo housed the Roval Australian Navy's Cadet
Training Centre and contamned 12 km of moving
sand dunes.

“T was responsible for about 22 full-time; per-
manent staff, and all the hassles that entails, so it
was with relief that I looked forward o working
with CALM where | had far less staff responsibili-
ties,

“It meant [ could spend more time on actwally
getting things done.

“My first over-riding impression was of the
vasiness of CALM s Central Forest Region, (1.2
million hectares) and the amount of time 1 spent
travelling.

“Even before | set oul for the day's destinations,
I'had to travel 100 km from my home at Yallingup
tos the office in Bunbury; generally, 1 could visil no
meore than two districts in any one day.

“Atl Jervis Bay, there was liitle formal iraining
offered, and we flew by the seat of our pants,
leaming mostly by trial &nd error,

“With CALM , training has been o high prior-
ity, and we've been able (o take advantige of many
training courses and seminars, including atierd-
ance al important conferences, whether held in
WA or micrstale.

“The three of us were "new kids on the block', so

we looked 1o each other for moral support out of
which a firm and lasting friendship has developed
between us.

“Major initkatives have relied on o diversity of
skillz among a small number of staff,

“This certainly has been the case with the devel-
opment of the Lower Caollie Valley on Wellington
Dam, where & small campground has been en-
larged und fees are being collected  there for the
first time.

“The largely saline dam has been developed for
reciealion purposes, while veater for human con-
sumption will come from another dam, completed
recently.

"The VISTAT (visitor statistics) program, is
another major initiative being carmed out in our
parks’ improvemeni program.

“Another inleresting initintive of an historical
nafure, has seen the installation of hand-operated
water pumps in the bush, that have mel with an
enthusiastic response from park visitors.

“Central Forest was the first region to introduce
the ‘nobins—please take vaurrubbizh home” palicy,
which met with very little resistance from visifors,
and staff found it a great time saver.

“Before this, parbage collection could take a
whaole day, much of it truvelling to the more remole
areas where, even if there was very little Litter in the
bins, the collection still had o be done.

“My career with CALM continues 1o be most
satiglying and challenging, but I'm forunate o
have the suppor of my wife, Gail, who, apan from
caring for our children, works as an interviewer for
the Australian Bureay of Statistics,

“We now live only five minutes drive from the
coast &t Injidup near Yallingop, o great escape for
us, and for our three terrific kids: Alison (13),
Heather ( 13}, and James who is nearly 7 years old.

“Over the past ten years, 1 have seen myself
mave from recreation planner on @ regional basis, 1o
that on a district basis,

“Ii"s been a deliberate choice on my part, and
one with which 1 feel very comfortable. (Besides,
I can now cycle 1o and from work!)

“On balance, | lean towards working ai the grass
rools rather than atthe policy level, but that doesn't
mean | have scaled down my ambitions, one of
which is to see the [120-km Cape Maturaliste o
Cape Leenwin walk trail completed.

“Looking ahead, 1'd like to see CALM making
more use of volunteers, particularty ot recreation
sites, und while training volunieers is very time
consuming, with so few stall available Lo carry 1l
out, it is well worth while where it can be done.

“I' ve found that these wonderful people are the
best allies CALM possibly can have.

“1 believe the CALM Act needs (o be modified
o give field siafl greater authority to collect fines
on the spot for minor common offences, such as
taking timber from State forests, bringing dogs into
national parks, driving four-wheel drve vehicles
on dunes and &0 o0,

“Iwoould also like 1o see the Conto campground
in the Boranup Forest ared revamped 10 aocomimo-
date a greater range of camper types, such as tenis,
including on-site safari tents, and cabins.

“Ome of the most recent and most exciting
projects in which 1'm involved is as chairman of
o commiitee developing a cave interpretalion
centre to be built adjacent to Lake Cave at
Margaret River.

The project is budgeted at $1.5 million and we
have already secured substantial grants towards
having the building open by December 1995,

“Although the project is on Tourist Burean
land, it will have substantial gpinoffs for CALM s
management of wild caves.

“The past decade has seen the Department
achieve a great deal, and while there™s still mich to
be done, there’s no doubt in my mind about the
future for the good ship CALM and ull who sail in
hizr—1 looks exciting and challenging.”

Neil Tavior leoks af effects of constal erasion ar Leetwin-Naturaliste National Park. Photo by Nick Way, countesy Busselton-Margarer River Times
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