Wildiife afficer Trevar Walley looks on while daughter Helen operares the badge-
miaking machine. With them is Charimaine Champion. Photo by Penny Walsh

Aboriginal and Islander Week
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Special events were held
throughout the week, and
Trevor estimated that thou-
sands of people would have
miade their way intothe mar-
quee to see what was on
display.

WA was the focus State
this year, which means there
weere some high profile Abo-
rigines in anendance, in-
cluding Charles Perkins and
Lois O'Donohue, National
Chairperson of the Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Is-
"lander Commission

(ATSIC).

"I think it was good that
CALM had a presence in
the marnquee— to show that
we are invalved in the Abo-
riginal scena here in WA,”
Trevor said.

Both Maxine and Trevor
agreed that having a hands-
on activity was much better
than just giving out written
material on CALM to the
adults.

“We wanted (o get peo-
ple invalved and give them
the opportunity 10 be crea-
tive. It was amazing to see

the variety of designs and
colours they came up with
for their badges.”

The aim of MNational
Ahoriginal and Islander
Week 1995 was to create an
awareness, recognition and
understanding of Aborigi-
mal society and culture. In
80 doing, bridge the gap of
understanding and respect
between Aboriginal and
ather Australian people.

Maxine Chi and Trevor
Walley say they look for-
ward to being involved
again next year,



CALM
celebrates
Aboriginal
and
Islander
Week

by Penny Walsh

CALM marked National Abo-
riginal and Islander Week
1995 with a week-long display
in Forrest Place, Perth,

Along with staff from other
government departments, Abo-
riginal agencies and commu-
nity groups, Trevor Walley,
Maxine Chi, Noel Nannup,
MNaomi Ogilvie and Neila Penny
were on hand to provide infor-
mation and first hand exper-
ence of how their work and their
culture interrelate.

As well as demonstrating the
many ways CALM seeks to re-
flect Aboriginal heritage in its
day-to-day activities, they un-
earthed a great little money spin-
ner — do-it-yourself badge
making .

It seems the idea of setting
up the office badge making
maching on-site, and supplying
Aboriginal themes and paints
and pencils for decoration,
proved a winner with the kids.

The badges promoted
Myoongar Aboriginal Dream-
ing stories about the chudiich,
echidna, blue tongue lizard and
emu. Children were encouraged
to colour in their badges and
given handouts of the stories
relating to these animals.

While the aim wasn"t really
to make money through badge
sales, the activity certainly gen-
erated some interest. CALM
was one of the most popular
exhibitors, and next year the
organisers plan to give the De-
partment more space in which
to work.

Maxine and Trevor said af-
terwards that the week was a
Ereal sUCCEss.

“Having the marquee set up
in Forrest Place, and bringing
everyone together was an ex-
cellent idea. It allowed Abo-
rigingl people to have maxi-
mum positive exposire during
Aboriginal & Islander week,
with a focus right in the centre
af Perth,” said Maxine,

“The atmosphere created
was one of great celebration
and social interaction, with a
real sense of pride.”
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WA launch of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander
ponse. Yanchep National Park ranger Hardy Derschow
wmal values of witcherty grubs.
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