STUDYING major eucalyp-
tus ofl management and har-
vesting operations in Vieto-
ria and New South Wales is
how Tim Birmingham plans
to use his C E Lane Poole
Memaorial Trust Award.

Tim is a senior technical
officer with the Plantations
Group (formerly known as
VATPAS) and 1995 winner
of the study tour award, an-
nounced recently by CALM
Executive Director Dr Syd
Shea, who 15 also Chairman
of Trustees of the C E Lang
Poole Memorial Trust

The award will allow Tim
to obagrve operations that may
be wsefully applied o the
Western Australian oil mal-
e pr-::-p;l.‘[. r:i]r:'n:n'l.l'_l.' |;|E:|:||g
undertaken by CALM,

Tim will alse visil
melalevca oil operations in
Mew South Wales, which may
provide considerable insights
for local development.

He will also wisit sugar
cane harvesling and extrac-
tion operations in southern
Queensland, as many aspects
of this industry may have an
application to eucalyptus oil
production in this State.

Tim said that for sucalyp-
s oil production in Western
Australia to be competitive
on the international market,
the industry must be devel-
oped by incorporating only
the best idens and technol-
oEy.

“We must develop these
ideas and technologies by
evaluation of all reloted op-
:r:lliunx [ 4] l|.l«-'}'|||.."|"| We Can g:::i:n
access,” Tim said

Principal research scien-
tist John Bartle said that the
project, which had attracied
strong support among Wheat-
beli farmers, aimed 1o develop
a large-scale eucalyptus oil
industry, hased on malles spe-

cies grown as dual purpose
landecare and commercial tree
crops by Wheaibeli farmers.

“The aim is to develop new
low-priced outlets for the oil
in indusirizl solvent markels,
and o do this profitably it
will be necessary 10 modern-
ize technologies and operate
on a large scale,” John said.

Tim recently developed an
oil mallee harvester, by modi-
fying an old wheat header.
(See April-May 1995 CALM
NEWS)

The harvester has been
used to cut many hundreds of
malles trees for the recent
field days and to produce ini-
tial samples of oil for market
development

Work s now required 1o
d:u:]u'p the 1:|'|'.|I:ir|1||::||.1 har-
vester design.

Factors o be considered
include mohility, tolerance of
ground surface conditions,
width of cut, height of cut,
type of cutting mechanism,
iransport of cui material, and
effect of damage w0 leal mate-
rial, that is, the option of a ¢lean-
cut versus a mulch-type cut.

Work is also required with
respect 1o planting design in
relation to harvest, including
plani spacing and hedge design,
mallee oot development and
stability, and coppice growth
after harvest

Tim 15 hoping to gain usefil
information on all these aspects,
while on his Lane Poole study
tour

He will compile a report on
his findings within six months
of his remirn from the toar,

The C E Lane Poole Memo
rial Trust was established to
commemorate the work of
former Conservator of Forests
Charles Edward Lane Poole, and
in paricular, the connection
between him and the late
Themas Cullity

—Lane Poole Award goes to Birmingham —

Picrured after the C E Lane Poole Award presentation ceremony for Tim Birmingham are Wesf! Chairman Denis Cullity, Tim,
Dian Keene and Prinicpal Health and Safery Chficer Tom Weood. Photo by Vema Costello

The Trugiees are Dr Shea,
Denis Cullity, Chairman of
Weshi, and CALM principal
health and safety officer Tom
Wood

The Truse provides financial
assistance o CALM officers to
participale in study towrs that
are relevant to their employ-
ment.

The Trust is funded by pri-
vate donations, with
Westralian Forest Industries

Limited the main donor

Onher donors have included
Alcoa of Australin Limited,
Australion Sandalwood Com-
pany Limited and the Institute
of Foresiers of Australia Incor-
porated.

The origimal iment of the
award was to provide travel
opportunities for Forest Act
field scaff, who had limited op-
portunities for interstate travel
on duty.

Following the ereation of
CALM and the incorporation of
the field staff in the public serv-
ice, the eligibility criteria were
broadened 1o include all CALM
Public Service Act staffengaged
in forest managament activi-
Lies.

Since 1981, fourieen CALM
staff have received these awards
to cover airfares and accommo-
dation in the easiern states and
Mew Zealand. In recent years,

the awards have been worth
55 000 each

The recipients produce re-
poris on their findings, which
are distributed within CALM
and o a few organisations out-
side CALM

Mike Cully was the 1994
award winner and wvisited the
castern states and New Zealand
in March this year to look at
pine and blue gum breeding
operations.
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