CALM and local volun-
teer brigndes carried oot
a prescribed burn in the
Thomsons Lake Nofure
Reserve sonth of Perth
this season io help pro-
tect native wildlife hahi-
int and an adjnining
housing estate from
wildlires,

CALM{fTre's Perth dis-
trict fire co-ordinasor
Greg Napier said the re-
serve murmowly escaped
devastation last summer
when a wildfire raged
through the nearby Harry
Waring Reserve,

“Thomsons Lake is one
of the major wellands in
the metropolitan area,” he
said.

“It is listed under the

South Coogee Volunteer Steve Powell {second from Aght) discusser the Thamsons Lake prescribed burning
plam with Greg .'ﬁ'-n'.ll'l'r.l'. Jolin MeKenzie amd Brian .fngn'l':. a8 CALM s Perrh Disriet.
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CALMftre Manager Rick Sneeanwagr, Execunive Assizrant Pam Sapsworth, Executive Direcior Syd Shea, Brian

Inglis from Perth Districe Derryck Winter angd Abe van de Sande from Kelmscon with CALMire’s sirikingly

patrted molile comtrol whil, Brign, Derrvk and Abe were mmong the CALM reanr tnvolved In Operation

Fireshield, a joint fire maragement exercise with the Fire and Rescue Service, Bush Fires Board and Police fueld
i November af Seh Gullaford

Jokn Carter (seaied eft) and Ed Bariosiak from CALM Mundering and Marray Love, CALM Dwellingup,
provided the planning infermarion o the incidenr controd fagm durdng Operation Fireshield CALMffre monager
Rick Sneewwiagt amnd Execusive Direcior Syd Shea cawpht up with them during the exercise

CALMfire gears up for summer

Ramsar Convention as a
wetland of internatzonal
significance, and a wide-
spread wildfire woold be
quite devastating for the
birdlife and the small na-
tive mammals in the re-
serve

“As well, there 15 the
new Kogolup housing es-
tate to the north-west of
the reserve which could
be al risk if a wildfire
broke oui,

Greg said abowt 30 hee-
tares of the 540 kectnre
reserve was barmed.

“The prescribed bum
generated a fair amoant
of smoke bui the rela-
tively strong winds en-
sured it was dispc:’urd
quickly,” he said.

[fere frequency.

“If we didn't take the
oppartanity (o reduce the
fuel hazard in the resesve
this senson, the chances
of an intense bushfire in
summer will be increased
greatly.”

Mr Mapier snid CALM
had carried oul extensive
feral precintor hail:ingwhhin
the reserve. The Depart-
ment alsn had erected &
ning-kilometre perimeter
fence & pant of the move o
control foxes and cats,

CALM officers me-
cently had reported an
increase in sightings of
mammals such as pos-
sums and quenda (south-
ern brown bandicoots] as
aresult of the feral preda-
tor control.

Taryn Linning of CALM Dwellingup, and wmiversity student Kim Brooksbank, whao
is on work experience with CALM, used CALM's new fire fiphiers feeding
trailer gt the Operation Fireshield exercise.

CALMfire's Cary Kravainix, Amna Mary, Mar Folis and Brarch Manager Rick
= Sneeuvlagt, siaffed CALM's display o the Fire Expo in Perth, A feanure of the

dlispfay war @ “figer fail'—a prasstnee frunk prepared by CALM scientis Dowvid
Ward, CALM iy researching the correlaiion beiween "banding' on the trunk and
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