Making treetops safely accessible

SOUTHERN Forest Re-
gion recreation ofTicers
are giving considerable
thought to the design of
facilities which will
make Glouncester Tree,
Diamond Tree, and
Bicentennial Tree safely
accessible to members of
the public fit enough to
climb them.

Manjimup District rec-
reation officer Tim Foley
said that it was important
that we advised visitors
of the risks they were tak-
ing in climbing the tree
lookouts, and for CALM
to take every precaution
to ensure the safety of
visitors to these atirac-
lions.,

“Al Gloucester Tree
CALM is charging a fee
of §5 per car for visiiors
to gain access to the pic-
nic site and climb the
lookout tree,” Tim said.

“The revenue collected
helps meet CALM's costs
for maintaining the facil-
ity and providing inter-
pretive information.

“We are looking at
ways of implementing a
similar entry fee for visi-
tors to Diamond Tree.”

Visitor Risk Manage-
ment Taskforce members
John Ireland and Dennis
Hilder recently reviewed
safety issues associated
with visitor vse of the
lookout trees [rom the
perspective of public risk
liahility.

Recreation sites such
a5 these are examples of
situations where, to fulfil
its legal duty of care,
CALM needs to take all
reasonahle measures 1o
ensure that visitors are

Taking a break on the protective platform af the base of the Diamond Tree are, left 1o right, forest worker Peter
Hope, Manfimup district manager John Llovd, forest worker John Gore and forest ranger and recreation afficer

Tim Foley. Photo by Rodney Simmonds

aware of any potential
hazard, and informed
about how they can mini-
mise the risk of incurring
injury during their pres-
ence on CALM-managed
land.

The increasing preva-
lence of litigation, and the
high payout sums
awarded by the courts for
claims involving senous
injuries, has aleried land
management and recrea-
tion service providers
Ausiralia-wide, to the

need for careful consid-
eration of their “duty of
care’ and visilor risk
management mandate.

In CALM, a Dvraft
Vizirar Risk Management
Policy has been distrib-
uted for comment to
branch, regional and dis-
trict managers, rangers-
in-charge and other key
staff involved in the Rec-
reation and Tourism Pro-
Zram.

The drafi policy nims
to help staff to better

manage visitor risk and
public liability issues
throughout the depari-
ment, and to provide a
framework within which
CALM will manage risk
assessment, risk control,
and risk financing com-
ponents of our overall
Risk Management Pro-
gram.

In preparing the draft,
land management and
conservalion agencies in
other Stales wére con-
tacted for information

about their policies and
stralegies.

The CALM
Taskforce intends to
continue liaison with
this network and to con-
tribute to development
of nationally consistent
policies, prescriptions
and procedures regard-
ing risk management

For further informa-
tion, please contact John
Ireland on (09) 334 0219
or Dennis Hilder on ((98)
81 4055.
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