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Haze! Smith willy tae ‘ermes of the Valley" » Eugene Winmar and Cary Darr (standing | ard Doug
Chilex and Cheen Donevan. Pleoto by Bruce Teller

The fnscrpfics soys if afl. Photo by Bruce Telfer

Time found for kindness

I thse knst wieek of November, CALM's wealher
forecasis based on information from the Met
Burcan pointed to one thing - blow op condi-
Hons.

By the Wednesdoy af that week, the prediction
had priosven all oo e ai CALM hire-fighters wene
about o fnd cut.

The temperature was X8, relntive humidity 10
per cend and the winds initinlly por’ casters, swing-
ing t0 sou wesbers before luming again 1o west-
T wikl

A 11 30 char morning cami the first fire repont
Ome hnd started nexi o the rallway line on the
south gideof n valley in the A von Valley Nationnl
Park.

The fire wus neal io very sieep alopes and the
weglerly winds wrned what wes a (lank o &
hendfire. The enstern flank was maccessible be-
cause of {he steep iermin

Al argind 3 pm, the fefe crosesd Govermor's
Drrive and threatened the manger's Boose. Renger
Trevor Smith was werking with a losder building
Firebreaks ot smother poimt of the fre and his wife
Hazel was *home alone”.

Jarrshdale forester Owen Donovan and his
crew were despabched o prodect the howse. For-
ester lnn Gale from Muandaring wes 10 link up
with a iracked machine and escort it to the house
site as support,

Crwen armived just as Hazel was aboul to take off
in her vebidcle. Afier a few comfonting words, Chwen
pocked the Smith's pet parot into the cab of the uie
amdl iogether the three of them sat with the vehicle
ranming mnid mr-conditinming on,

By this time, the fire was spoiting around the
house from ke ridge o the wesL Overseer Mick

| by Bruce Telfer |

Golding hooked up Trevor and Hazel's caravan lo has
pang mick ready for a quack escape. The umits shel-
tered in the: ke of the workshop

Ohwer wins giving a "blow-hy-blow' desoriptionas
the [ire bare down

“When tle headfire hit, the fuel supply bested snd
the tanks venbed,” he anid

“The escaping vapour soon ignited bai the crews
poaled (he tanks down io qued] the venting fine.™

After the headfine passed, the crews made the
beoise: safie.

lan Crale, escomting the tacked mochine, was
caught in the beadfire but Found scrme cleared grownd
wwhire bo parked kis ule - leaving the engine nmning
- ind sheliered ander & baaket wuntil the fne patsad.

lan then comiineed o work with the tmcked ma-
chine,

The fire continued through bo the early hours of
Thursdary meaming vwisen i mn imio country subjecied
1o & prescribed fuel hazsnd reduction bum only a few
moaths earlier. Mundaring Distiet senlor ranges
Gearge Dugbury Iurcrsp:r.ll timne with Hazel andinak
her om “tour” of the: burmed area.

Hazel sppreciated dhe action of tee CALM crews
g0 much she had & speckal commemorative plagues
struck and presented it 1o them on December 6. The
crews wese very bouched with this gesbare as il was a
“fira” e them.

CALM rarely gets dise recognition for this bype of
effort- in fact one Perth radio stacion called them ‘e
brigade afficers”.

Bui it was the training, pm{mlunahnn. wnider-
sannifing of fire behavicar and the: cormeot use of the
fire cimenol stractuns and planming thil saved the day.
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