
Droving? All in a day's work for Goldfields staff 
REGIONAL and district 
staff whose work takes 
them outdoors are prob
ably least likely of all staff 
to complain of boredom 
with their work. 

This could be because the 
nature of their work presents 
them with a variety of tasks 
and chalienges. 

One such challenge saw 
Goldfields staff experience 
a sense of great satisfaction 
with a tough job well done, 
when they became tempo
rary jackeroos at CALM's 
Goongarrie pastoral lease. 

The task was to locate and 
yard more than a thousand 
;beep before being trans

ported for shearing. 
Operations officer Phil 

Spencer tells the story: 
Goongarrie pastoral lease 

is located on the transition 
line where eucalypt and 
mulga woodlands con
verge , and contains a 
number of salt lake flats 
and breakaway formations. 

and unshorn sheep were 
mixed together. With the 
abundance of water, they 
were able to avoid the mus
ter and congregate in the 
heavier woodland scrub. 

Some sheep had wool 
dragging on the ground and 
looked as if they had not 
been shorn for two·or three 
years, especially a mob 
from the western paddock. 

This mob was flushed out 
by an aerial muster on the 
second last day, after an 
earlier attempt using motor 
bikes failed due to poor 
fences and thick scrub. 

The surly sheep, along 
with an unexpected 20 head 
of cattle, with horns that 
would make a Texan 
rancher proud, came charg
ing over a hill on the fence 
line where they were inter
cepted by the roundup crew. 

Fortunately, the cattle 
moved through the fence to 
the west'onto vacant crown 
land. 

It was in this typeofcoun- 
try that the first destocking 
muster took place, and was 
a two-week stint for CALM 
'jackeroos,' Grant Pronk, 
Geoff Young , Bernie 
Scanlon, Kim Phillips
Jones, Ian Kealley, War
wick Roe and me. 

The sheep, still looking 
for any avenue of escape, 
were driven to the south, 
where portable yards had 
been set up. A further six 
sheep were sighted from 
the air in heavy scrub. 

Goldfields Regional Manager Ian Kealley comes to grips with some difficult sheep, with the help of leading hand Bernie Scanlon. 

Cyclone Bobby had 
played havoc with an ear
lier station muster. Shorn 

Kim and Bernie brought 
them to the yards after some 
very hard riding. All but 
two sheep, which broke 
away and were later recap-

tured by Grant and Bernie 
in a spectacular style, were 
yarded, then transported by 
truck to the shearing shed 
with an improvised sheep 
cage constructed from mis-
cellaneous bits and pieces 
from the homestead. 

During the fortnight , 

motor bikes got flat tyres, 
gear shifters snapped off 
in the heavy scrub, grumpy 
sheep made every attempt 
to sneak off and escape at 
the slightest sign of heavy 
vegetation, and would-be 
Snowy River men (sorry, 
Banjo) were saddle sore. 

Jeni is after your marrow 
~ ~-----~ th . _.ffiRE are 250 people in staff are blood donors, and too many on e registry. 
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There is, however, only a "I know a lot of CALM background, there can't be other staff to 'be in it'. 
slender chance of being 
matched to a patient. To 
date, nly twenty WA do
nors have been matched, 
and donated bone marrow. 

CALM part-time nature 
conservation planning of
ficer Jeni Alford is one of 
those who have registered 
and donated bone marrow. 

Jeni, a blood. donor for 
re than 15 years says 

u,at anyone in good health 
between the ages of I 8 and 
50 years, can register on the 
bone marrow registry. 

"All it takes is a small 
sample of blood to deter
mine bone marrow type, and, 
if called upon to donate, your 
marrow could be sent to a 
patient anywhere in the 
world," she said. 

Jeni enrolled onto the 
Bone Marrow Registry two 
years ago, and six months 
ago she was asked if she 
would like to donate mar
row to help a young child. 

"I was in hospital for a 
day and a night, and despite 
not being overly fond of 
hospitals, nor the prospect 
of being anaesthetised, I 
found that it wasn't at all 
painful," she said. 

"It took a few weeks to 
feel like running a mara- Jenni Alford-keen to see more marrow donors. Photo by Verna Costello 
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There was some good The sheep decided to go their hard work was in vain, 
fortune along the way, over a treacherous lake, and until they saw the trusty 
however. the only option for the old station dog holding the 

While mustering lake musterers was to follow. mob for them. 
country to the east, the sta- They had a great deal of Further musters have 
tion's old sheep dog accom- difficulty crossing the lake removed another 200 
panied Geoff, Grant and and became bogged. sheep, with more still to be 
Kim, who had a large mob When they reached the rounded up from mainly 
of sheep. other side, they thought all inaccessible woodland. 

More welcome news 
while Hemigenia exilis 
populations increase 

SINCE the Lake Darlot 
find last year of the pre
sumed extinct 
Hemigenia exilis, the 
number of populations 
found has now in
creased to 23, compris
ing almost 4,000 plants, 
and spread over a wide 
area of the State. 

Anaconda funding 

Some of the known 
populations are located on 
the mining company Ana
conda Nickel ' s lease, east 
of Leonora, where the 
company has provided 
funding to survey for thi s 
purple-flowered mint 
bush. 

Eleanor Bennett , the 
botanist conducting the 
surveys, has provided the 
Threatened Flora Seed 
Centre (TFSC) at 
CALM's WA Herbarium 
with more than 50 bags of 
seed of the hemigenia, for 
testing and storage. 

Labour intensive 

The tiny seeds were 
mixed in with old fruit 
casings and dead vegeta
tive material, so initial 
attempts to clean and 
count the seed proved la
borious, with one bag tak
ing approximately one
and-a-half hours to proc
ess. 

We estimated the total 
time to process all 50 bags 
would involve more than 

by Anne 
Cochrane 

two weeks. 
After a busy season 

collecting seed of rare 
and critically endangered 
plants from the South
West, we were 'up to our 
eyeballs' in unprocessed 
material. 

So Anaconda Nickel 
came to the rescue and 
provided funding for the 
employment of a consult
ant to clean the seed . 

The consultant, Nicky 
Robinson, did a sterling 
job (a most boring job we 
would have to admit!). 

The cleaning and 
counting was not quite as 
simple as first expected 
and a reduced surface ten
sion flotation method was 
required to separate the 
'good' seed from the 
'bad' . 

The theory behind this 
method is that 'good' seed 
is heavier , having a 
healthy endosperm, and 
'bad ' seed is light, often 
being empty. 

Nicky then did a ran
dom cut test on a selected 
number of both the sink
ing and floating seed. 

The results have shown 
that these two methods 
work very successfully, 
with 94 per cent of the 
floating seed having 

shrivelled or having no 
endosperm, therefore 
'bad ', and 98 per cent of 
the sunken seeds having 
a healthy endosperm, 
therefore 'good'. 

More than 33,000 seeds 
were given to us origi
nally, but only about 31 
per cent were healthy . 

We've since put down 
a number of seed samples 
for germination testing, 
and eagerly await the re
sults, (particularly Nicky, 
considering the time and 
painstaking effort she has 
spent processing them) . 

We're not holding our 
breath, however, as the 
plants are known to 
sucker when disturbed, 
indicating that they may 
not rely heavily on seed 
for regeneration. 

By having seed in a 
' gene bank' we are ensur
ing that the species is not 
lost. 

Management of the 
populations in the wild, 
however, is the most im
portant way to conserve 
the plant. · 

Efforts enhanced 

Ultimately, with in
creasing knowledge of the 
hemigenia's habitat, and 
our experience in the 
propagation of the plant, 
Anaconda Nickel's ef
forts to protect the spe
cies will be considerably 
enhanced. 
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