—Western Shl_eld _the way to recovery

Chitdren from East Fremantle Primary School and Helena College, Dardingtan, helped Enviromnent Minister Peter Foss release woyliey
infe The Hills Forest ar Mundaring to mark the lmich of Western Shield, Photo by Ross Swanshorough

Children's activities to conserve wildlife

PRIMARY school chil-
dren are being encour-
nged to help conserve
wildlife through anactivi-
lies program focuzing on
Western  Australia’s
threatened species.

The Western Shicld Ac-
ion Pack has been pre-
pared by CALM o help
stimulate a greater puhlic
pwareness of the State’s
distinctive fauna, and o
pcourage  positive com-
munity attitudes  towards
their conservation and pro-

tection. Environment Min-
ister Peter Foss said WA
shared the worst record in
the world for mammal
extinctions,

“Already 10 species
have become extincl and «
further 31 are on the brink,”
he said.

“We have an obligation
to our children, and their
children, o ensure that no
more species become ex-
tinct because of human ac-
tivity."”

Mr Foss said the action

pack was an extension of
the Wesiern Shield wild-
life recovery initiative be-
ing implemented this year.
Wesrerm Shield—Austral-
in's biggest wildlife con-
servalion program-—aims
tocantrol introduced preda-
tors such as foxes and feral
cals which have been key
factors in pushing species
of small native animals 1o
the edge of extinction.
The program involves
baiting almaost five million
hectares of the State’s con-

servilion eslale using a
naturally-occurring toxin
that is fatal to foxes and
cais, but o which native
species have developed a
high tolerance.,

Mr Foss said he was con-
cerned that most people in
WA—particularly chil-
dren—were more aware of
Alfrican or American wild-
life than owrown. Yet West-
em Australia’s native wild-
lafe was not only among the
mest biologically diverse
on carth, many of our spe-

cies were 10 be found no-
where else.

“The Western Shield
Action Pack has been pro-
duced because, without
doubt, conservation efforts
can be greatly enhanced if
people understand the na-
ture of our wildlifee, inchud-
ing the partierships—or
synergies—our flora and
fauna have developed,” Mr
Fosz said.

The pack has been
designed for upper primary
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A BREAKTHROUGH in the recovery of an endun-
gered native mammal has opened the way for CALM
to implement the biggest wildlife conservation pro-
gram ever undertaken in Australia.

The initiative— Wesrern Shield—will see o five-fold
increase to almost 5 million hectares in the area baited to
control introduced predators such as the Evropean fox
andd feral cat. These animals have been larpely respon-
sible for the extinction of 10 species of native mam-
mils, and have driven 8 further 31 species 1o the brnk.

Environment Minister Peter Foss said the program
would build on a dramatic recovery of the woylic.

CALM’s fernl predator control in the past 10 years
has seen natural and re-established populations of
woylies increase so sipnificantly that the Minister
accepted a recommendation of the Woylie Recovery
Team and the Threatened Fauna Scientific Advisory
Commitice to take the species off the threatened list
under the WA Wildlife Conservation Act,

The species is now also listed formally as ‘Conzerva-
tion Dependent” under World Conservation Union guide-
limes.

Biggest weapon

At the launch of Wesrern Shield in The Hills Forest,
Mundaring, Mr Foss said feral predator control was the
single biggest weapan in the armoury to bring native
wildlife back from the brink of extinction.

“Existing fox-baiting programs, such as Operation
Foxglove in the nonhem jarrah forest between Julimar
and Collie, and target areas such as the Perup Nature
Reserve and Kingston forest block near Manjimup, and
Dryandra Woodland near Narrogin, are vielding out-
standing results,” he said.

Westerm Shield -will not only play a vital role in
conserving Western Australia’s biological diversity, it
will be a major key in the development of the State’s
nature-based tourism industry.

Tourism benefits

By controlling feral predators and re-establishing
colonies of these species in their former natural range,
visitors 1o WA will be able 1o see wild populations of
native animals such as nunlhiils;. nlfl:n,ls huﬂ:- m‘ullnh‘ius.
banded hare wallabies, boodies and malleefowl.

Western Shield will integrate and co-ordinaie existing
feral predator operations such as Foxplove, and Projecr
Eden on the Peron Peninsola in Shork Bay. [t wall also
establish other priority areas for fox and feral cat control

These include Cape Arid and Cape Le Grande near
Esperance; Ravensthorpe Range, Stiing Range, Tweo
Peoples Bay, Fitzgerald River, Waoychinicup and Lake
Magenia along the Sowth Coast; [VEntrecasteaux,
‘Walpole-Nomalup and the Valley of the Giamts near
‘Walpole; the sunklands between Nal:mup and Angusta—
Busselton; the eastern jarrah and wandoo forest be-
tween Collie and Walpale; Kalbarri; and many smaller
resérves throughouat the wheathelt

Extending target areas

Oither target areas are CALM-managed pastoral lands
in the Goldfields, Cape Range and the Montebello
Islunds in the Pilbara,

The aimis tobeginexpanding the area baited for foxes
in the Sowth West now, and o expand into the more arid
areas when further research has been carried out into
leral cats.

CALM iz steppang upits $120, 000 commitment to cat
research by investing a further 3240,000 in this work.
One priority is to find better bait mediums that will result
0 a higher uptake of baits by cais.

As well, the Australian Nature Conservalion Agency
15 helping fund research and implementing recovery
plans for many species that will benefit fram the new fox
and feral cat control initiative.

Another aim of Western Shield 15 to protect fauna that
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CALM Mundaring nature conservation officer Joln Carter (left) and Darling

Range MLA John Day take a closer look at a woylie during the laymch of Westem
Shield. Photo by Ross Swansborough

Western Shield: the way to recovery
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may be at threat when the
rabbit calicivirus disease
spreads—aoris released for-
mally—into WA and preda-
tors tum 1o native animals
to fill the food gap.
CALM will also begin a
major campaign to involve
landowners. throueh Land

Conservation  Districi
Committees, in feral
predator programs toextend
the total arep over which
these feral predators are
controlled,

“Western Shield 15 not a
complete answer in itself to
foxes and feral cats—rather,
it can be likened 1o estab-

lishing a beachhead in the
lead up to the main eveni—
the introduction of biologi-
cal controls. However, such
controls are unlikely to be
available for at least an-
otherdecade,” MrFoss said,
“Wecan't wait 10 years—
00 many native species
on the brink now.”
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