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Lex Horrie helps RAAF pilor Goir Bowbyes relense one of the eagles
Photo courtesy Royal Australion Alr Foree

'LATE last year,

 CALM's District Mun-

ager at Exmouth, Doug
Myers and | were called
out to collect a sick or
injured wedge-tailed
cagle at i water hole on
Charles Knife Road,
Morth West Cope,

We found the eagle, a
femule, lying at the wa-
ter"s edge, and apparently
unable o use her legs.

It was a warm day,
nbout 40 degrees, so |
checked the water, which
was alsi quil: witrtn amnd
full of slime and other
growth.

Fram this, I suspeeted
benlism poisoning as the
main cause of the sogle’s
problems

To calm her, we cov-
ered the bird’s head with

by Les Harris

i towel so we could carry
out further inspections,
bt we found no other
injuries.

The local vet, Mat
Bullard, was nway for n
couple af days, sowe ook
her to the home of Debbie
Coote, a member of Con-
servation Animol Rescue,
Research and Education
(CARE)

Chver the next two days,
Debbie and I fed the bird
with meat, along with
glucose and water adiin-
isvered orolly using o
syringe, and she seemed
o improve.

When Mail returned,
he confirmed my ding-
ki, and told me how 1o

administer the medica-
tron hie prusn:rihcd; thiz
was to be by daily injec-
tions into the eagle's
chest muscles,

Readers mught like 1o
try imagining Debbie and
me “playing vets” while
crammed inside the cage;
| woald cover the eagle’s
head with a rag and turn it
onto its bhack, while
Debbie held its head with
gime hand and 11 h:ts with
the other, so | could give
the bird its injection

Later, when | was away
on & two-day work-re-
lated 1rip, my son Craig
hnd the plensure of k-
ing over these duties.

I should mention that
the :ug;ll: was unahle o
open her claws, which
made our t1azsk a

fruction easier.

Evenmally, we got the
bird to the stage where
she could stand, hul she
still couldn't open her
cliwe: she s |i!=mily
wilking on her knuckles

A phoned inguiry 1o
Phil Pain of The Engle
Heritage in Margaret
River revealed that the
bird had ‘muscle lock”,
which required intensive
therapy,

5o she was sent io Phil
and his band of carers, who
kept in touch with us, pro-
viding updates on her im-
provement, util she was
rendy to be returned fo
Morth West Cape.

BUT—Fhil had a slight
dilemima!

Another cagle—a mnle
from the Darkan area—

The wedge-tatled ragles. Photo counesy Royal Ausiralian Adr Force

wis housed in the same
AVERTY 08 our female,

Mow, nalure being what
it 15, these two eagles hod
paimed wp. which now poscd
the question: o we split
them up and retum them o
thiir respective me Lerm-
tories, orcan werelum them
a8 o pair 1o one or the oth-
er's berritory?

Enter CALM Wildlife
Protection Branch st Como
with permission for them
bath tobe released on Marth
West Cape

Then came our seoodd
hurdle, The: local domestic
wirline was fully booked m
that time. ond was unable
o accommiodale our peeds.

S0 Wildlife Protection
Branch approached the
RAAF.

Forunately, the alrforee

had a Caribou aircraft fly-
ing from Pearoe 1o Karratla
the following week, and as
the wedge-tailed caghe is
the centre piece of RAAF
emblems, the bays 1a bl
felt it was entirely appro-
priate o help,

Al long last, the two
eagles arrived an the
Exmouth I.iuhl Adrcrafi
sirip o be grected by the
wcll.:umin; party which
included the RAAF pub-
lic relations film crew,
Debbie Coote and me.

Al the release sie,
abouwt 11 kilometres away,
wet Tound a small band of
people from the nearby
Kailis prawn factory,
eagerly waiting 1o watch
the cvenl.

The relenss took only
a few seconds. Once the

heavy cardbonrd boxe

were opened, the femoi.
took off immediately and
perched in a gum iree
about 200 metres nway.

The male |l=!|i.l.‘|l|!ﬂ.
probably becanse the ter-
rain was unfamiiiar to
him, but after we gave the
box a slight shake, he
headed stranght for ihe
hills.

It was a hearl-warming
gxpencnee 1o sec these
two majestic binds, now
Mying very strongly, in
thezir rightful place within
the nnturnl world,

CALM and the CARE
group of Exmouth
would like to thank The
Engle Heritnge carers
and the RAAF for their
compassionale response
1o our plea.
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