Rod Martyn shows where torteises can now move safely ander the fence.

Photo by Roger Markham

Tortoises protected

CALM’s Perth District
staff believe they have
solved a problem at
Thomson's Lake, where
a number of tortoises
attempting to maove
outside the reserve were
impeded by the vermin-
proof fence. Some had
become dehydrated and
died along the inside of
the fence.

The movement of tor-
tofses did not occur con-
sistently, and is believed to
be associated with females
moving long distances to
lay eggs in spring and early
summer. Others migrate
between wetlands, partly
during the past summer
when Thomsons's Lake
dried.

Only a small percentage
are believed to have mi-
grated from the reserve,
with most burying them-
selves under the mud in

the lake as the surface
dried.

The solution? Two tor-
toise gates were built and
set under water in ponds
bult directly under the
vermin-proof fence at lo-
cations where lortoises
were known to gather,

Perth District staff Rod
Martyn and Lyndon Mut-
ter designed the ponds and
gates, on the advice of
University of Western
Australia research scien-
tist Gerald Kuchling.

Overseer Glen Hughes
built a concrete profoty pe
pond, and the second
pond (an improvement on
the first) was built using
fibreglass.

The concept appears to
be successful. Al one stage,
five loroises were observed
using the ponds, where they
appeared to be spending
some time rehydrating

before moving on.

Long-necked, oroblong,
tortoises  (Cheloding
ablonga) are common in
freshwater wetlands of the
Swan Coastal Plain,

They lay clutches of up
to 25 egps which hatch in
August and September,
many of which are predated
upon or perish before mak-
ing it to the wetlands,

The tortoises are carmivo-
rous, feeding on fish, mol-
luscs and crustaceans.

While the vermin-proof
fence impeded movement
of some tortoises, its
benelit to the loroise popu-
lation overall has out-
weighed the disadvantages,

Before the fence was
built, many migrating dnd
nesting tortoises fell vie-
tim to foxes, and freshly
dead tortoises were ofien
seen with their heads bit-
ten off, possibly by cats.
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