Astronomers Ralph Martin, left, and Andrew Williams, right, are on hand to help amarenr star gazers at the
Ofd Observatery. Photo by Ross Swanshorotgh

Observatory marks its 100
years with timely BANG!

CENTENARY celebra-
tions for the Perth Ob-
servatory, which became
part ol CALM earlier this
yvear, got off to a noisy
start recently when the
Government Astronomer
Jamie Biges, fired a sig-
nal cannon commemorat-
ing the ‘One O'Clock
Gun'—an institution in
Perth between 1902 and
1955,

The *‘One O Clock Gun'
used to be fired from the
old Perth Observalory on
Mt Eliza at 1.00 pm each
weekday tohelp locals keep
cormect time.

—

by Penny Walsh J

It was the brainchild of
WA's first Government
Astronomer, William E
Cooke, long before the ad-
vient of redio and telephone
time services,

This year, however, the
BANG that reverberated
around West Perth sig-
nalled the beginning of a
three-week centenary ex-
hibition and series of free
concerts o celebrate 100
years of astronomy in
WA,

“The aim of the activ-

ity was to let people know
that the Perth Observatory
is still alive and kicking,”
Jamie said.

“We had to get special
permission from all sorts of
people to fire it, but the
end result was worth-
while,”

Environment Minister
Peter Foss officially
opened the exhibition,
and congratulated Perth
Observatory staff on their
continued contribution to
WA through education
programs, public infor-
mation services and sci-
entific rescarch,

Perth Observatory s
one of the State's oldest
continuously operating sci-
entific institulions, and the
only totally state-funded
observatory left in Aus
(ralia.

Jamie said the concerts
and exhibition were a good
way of introducing as-
tronomy to a broad cross-
sectionofthe Western Aus-
tralian community.

“All of the special activi-
ties we have planned dur-
ing our centenary year are
designed to increase awine-
ness of the services we pro-
vide,” he said.
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