Operation Firehird as drovn an the talents of iy different branches of CALM o other

apeircler. Feniing Melcalfe (left) and Leigh Davit of CALM 's Informartion Marggemenrs Branch

Cperaions Section provided detailed maps for the planning ream meaders Keil Low, CALMfTre s

Bwan Region co-ordingtor, Reb De Bargl of the Busiy Firex Board and Les Pors from Fire arel
Rexcare Service, Photo by Migel Higes

Operation Firekird—the
codename for this summer's
aerial bush firefighting trial
Im the Swan Kegion—was of-
ficially launched last month
by Premier Richard Court,

The tral will evaluate the
role and effectiveness of
‘water bombers” o combal
bushfires in the culer metro-
politan aren, especially aleng
Darling Scarp and pine plon-
tations around Wannerons,

AL the launch in the
Gnangara pines, Mr Court said
Oyperation Firelird was a col-
lnbogative project co-ordinated
by CALM and involving of-

ficers and crews Ffrom the Fire
and Rescue Service of West-
ern Australia, the Bush Fires
Board amnd local volunteer bri-
padies,

“This is a major initiative
which reflects ihe State gov-
ermment’s commilmenl (o
strengthen resources necded o
combat wildfires, especially in
high-risk areas,” Mr Coun
said

Fires in the Hills and the
pine plantations o the norh
of the city sccount for more
than kalf the number of fires
on tands managed by CALM.
A paricularly worrying aspect

55 that abowt hall of these fires
wre cansed by nrson,

CALMfire manager Rick
Specuwjogt said that under the
eontract—which had been let
i the WA-based compiny
Tactical Aviation Australis—
vw aireralt would be on per-
munent standby between De-
cember and March. The air-
crafi would be based al Perth
Airpor and despatehed within
fiwe minutes of o bushfire be-
ing detected.

The Plam.-s.—l'.immm:lzr M-
18As—carry 2800 litres of
waler-lfoam mii, which i
highly effective in suppress-

Premier Richard C‘mm nﬂ'iruﬁﬂ'r fauunhra‘ Opcrﬂmwl .Frrfmnf in the G.ll::r:wm pl.llrs lasi melrk

He ix picsured with Brvae Rees (left) and Bill Fox from the Vieworian Departimenr of Conxervwation

and Namral Resources wha carried the irafning progrms, CALM Evecurive Director Syd Shea and
CALM Seninr Operations Cfficer Terry Maher. Photo by Norm Baibey

Operation Firebird takes off

CALMfire I playing a lecd rofe in developing mew fire suppression technigues, including
campressed air fomm which was denorstrated during the launch of Operation Firebird,

ing moderate intensity Tires.
They also can use short, un-
sealed airstrips.

The planes have state-of-
the-urt saieilite navigation and
communbcalions cquipment,
which enables them 10 dn:-p
waler, fonm or retardant very
pecurilely.

The three Mire agencies will

Photo by Monm Bailey

work in with Air Services
Australla Fire Rescue Serv-
ice, which will provide the
primary ground support Tor
the planes at Perth Airport,
Arrangements also have been
made with the RAAF 1o pro
vide support from Pearce Air
Baze when nesded,

Rick Sneeuwjapi—whe pre-

Tiee key ro Operation Firebird is the Dromader M-18A, seen
Trere dropping 2000 thires of fomi-water mic
Fhoto by Norm Bailey

pared the Ausiralian Fire Au-
thorities Coumcil policy paper
on serial fire fighting—said the
techngues were maost elffective
in the very early stages of a fire,

“Water bombers do not re-
place conventional sirategics and
tactics, especially the use of
groand crews,” he said.

“But they do give ground
Forces a betier chance o moung a
direct attack before o fire can
develop.

“Once a bush fire neaches a
stage where ground crews can-
nat Fighi it divectly, aerial attack
is unlikely to succeed,”

Emergency Services Minister
Bob Wiese, who was also af the
lanmneh of the project, sald the
povernment was commitied to
strengthentng resources forcom-
bating wildfiresin the outer mel-
ropolitan area.

CALM had begun a major
replocement program for its
heavy duly plsmper Meet, The
Fire and Rescue Service had
established a new permanent
station at Joondalup and n new
volunieer FES brigade at
Munduring 5 integrated with
the bush fire brigade. The Bush
Fires Board hod assisted local
shires to upgrade equipment
for volunteer ['lri.i;:lu;]:s.

The introduction of aerial
firefighting would comple-
ment these initiatives,

CALMfire afficers imwlved in Operation Firebird training inclieded Kevin Wikte from Centrml
Faresr Reglon, Greg Napier from Davellingup ond Greg Stamding fram dareaidale,

Photo by Nigel Higes

Fire ngency reprexeniatives af e lounch included Grakem Tweedie (left), Fire and Rescre
Service; Hariley Read, BFB, Rob e Burgh, BFB, Copiain Plillip Dari fromt Toctfcal Aviation
Awstratio aad Lyadon Muner from CALM Persh Iistrict. Phodo by Norm Bailey
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