Wanjarri Nature Reserve Management Plan launched

A 10-YEAR management
plan for one of Western
Australia®s most remote
nature reserves has been
laumeted.

The 53,000-hectare
Wanjarri Nature Reserve is
in the eastern Goldfields,
about 60 kilometres north
of Leinster and 90 km south
cast of Wiluna.

The management plan
wis prepared for the Na-
tiomal Parks and Nature
Conservation Authority
(NPNCA) by CALM, and
was funded by Goldhiclds
Gas Transmission Pty Lid.

[t covers critical issues
for the reserve, including
feral animal control, fire

suppression, visitor impact,
Aboriginal heritage, and
MINENE cCOmpany impact.

Chairman of the
NPNCA, Tom Day. said
at the launch that Wanjarri
MNature Reserve had one of
the nchest collections of
vertebrate fauna of any
arid zone nature reserve in
Wa,

“Given its relatively
small ares, and the Ffact that
it is surrounded by pastoral
leases controlled by min-
ing companies, issues of
neighbouring land manage-
menl dre very important,”
he said.

“Fortunately, the min-
ing companies controlling

Ne-one conld aecuse this ‘city swir, fand NPNCA
ehairman) Tom Day of ww having a 'sense of
eceagsion'—but he was impressed with the
appropriareness of the lectern, “Ir was exactly bhe
right heigles for me,™ fre said, Photo by Verna Costello

the neighbouring pastoral
leases have been willing 1o
assist.

“Western Mining Corpo-
ration and Dominion Min-
ing have recently signed
Memoranda of Under-
standing with CALM on
management, rescarch and
monitoring of neighbour-
ing lands.

Mr Day saud these agree-
ments would provide a
sympathetically managed
buffer arcund the reserve
that would make it much
mare viahle for naive spe-
cies’ conservation.

The Wanjarri Nature
Reserve is home 10 more
than 122 bird species and o
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number of threatened spe-
cies, including the mulgara
{a small carnivorous mar-
supial), and several rare
and priority-listed plants.

“If these endangered
populations are o be pro-
tected, continued support
from neighbours inthe form
of feral animal control,
habitm conservation and
rehabilitation activities, is
vital,” Mr Day suid.

The plan proposes to
change the area's classifi-
cation from nature reserve
lo conservilion park—
where recreation and camp-
ing are permitted.

“Onee the classification
is changed, ome area of the
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park can be zoned for rec-
reational purposes and man-
aged accordingly, while the
rest remains devoded to con-
servalion,” he said.

“There will also be pro-
tection of sites significant
to Aboriginal people, as
wiell as relics of past Euro-
pean occupuition.”

Mr Day took the oppor-
tunity to welcome Western
Mining's Brian Kennedy,
Peter Longley and Adnan
Leeds, Dominton Mining's
Dave Milton and Mark
Townsend, Great Central
Mines® Len Boladeros, and
Goldfields Gas Transmis-
sion’s David Harrington,
as well as local pastosalist
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CALM Goldfields ecologist Amdy Chapiran, Yeovne Browwley and Goldfields Region plavming officer Tony Brandis join Jean Lynehmm

David Fuzgerald, and
Goldfields Land Council
representatives Y vonne
Brownley and Lyall
Walker.

He also welcomed Mrs
Jean Lyneham, daughter of
Tom Kinsella Moriarty,
former lessee of Wanjarr
Sheep Station, whichis now
Wanjarm Nature Reserve,

“Tom was light years
ahead of his time. A con-
servationist before many
people had heard the
word, he set aside parts
of his property to remain
undeveloped, and worked
clozely with local Abo-
riginal people o protect
native plants and ani-

mals,” Mr Day said.

“To further ensure pro-
tection of local plants and
animals, Tom later made a
submission o the Deparnt-
ment of Fisheries and
Wildlife, recommending
the property be bought by
the State Government.

“Listening o Jean ear-
lier today, it soon became
clear to me that she had
inherited her father's pos-
sion for this unique place
and its people,” Mr Day
said.

Copies af the plan are
available fram CALM's
Cono headguarters and
its Goldfields office in
Kalgooriie.

(zeted) fn a brief respite after climbing one of the breakoways, which are a featere of Wangarri Nature Reserve. Photo by Vema Costello
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