Fern Pool has new viewing
platform and boardwalk

ONE of the natural attrac-
tions in Karijini National
Park, Fern Pool, has been
upgraded with the construc-
tion of a boardwalk and
viewing platform.

Fern Pool, fringed by lower-
ing cadjeputs and river red
gums, has a spring-fed water-
fall, making it the ideal place
for a swim.

Gigantic rock figs create a
protective canopy Tor the deli-
cate ferns that grow out of the
seeping gorge walls.

This wvery beautiful and
fragile ploce makes it extremely
popular with visitors o the park.

Unfortunately, over the
years, the public has ‘loved’
the place to death with the area
becoming severely degraded,

Impacts include loss of vegeta-
tion, mainly native bamboo,
erosion of the waterhol bank sand
compaction of the natural scak.

Albany carpenter Johnny
Parker (who twok the photo-
graph below), was hired to
undertake the job.

John was tofally engrossed
in the project and delighted o
be making a positive contribu-
tion o the environment,

By Jason Puls J

“I"ve been a carpenter for 30
years and this 15 the most inter-
esting and scenic job 1've ever
dome,” he said.

Geiting the timber to the site
proved o be somewhat chal-
lenging. Fern Pool is 730
metres from the carpark, down
some extremely steep steps
into Dales Gorge.

During this time, the park
emploved four people
from CEPANCEM (Contract
Employment Program for
Aborigines in Matural
and Cultural Resource Manag-
ement) to help with the park's

works program.
Hard Yakka

A semi trailer load of timber
had 10 be cammied down o the
construction site, a task that the
CEPANCRM fellows saw as a
challenge. (The record for one
day was 33 trips, with sore
knees and thighs to remind
them.)

To make things a little easi-
er, Johnny Parker {the ranger,
not the carpenter) set up a fly-

ing fox above Fortescue Falls
to deliver the footings and
other materials.

The fying fox worked well,
but had to be stopped as visitor
numbers increased during the
July school holidays.

Special thanks go 1w CALM
Dwellingup for the speedy
delivery of two urgently need-
ed four-by-four jarrah posts,
for use as a ladder at the bol-
tom deck of the boardwalk 10
help people in and out of the
Willer.

The development at Fern
Pool has been a great success,
with park staff receiving highly
favourable commenis about the
boardwalk.

Up to 60 people have been
recorded wsing the facility at
any one time,

The native bamboo has now
regenerated and the boardwalk
bridges the natural soak, mean-
ing no wel, muddy shoes.

The boardwalk has stood
the wet weather endurance
test, with the bottom deck
being covered with up o four
feet of water during one of the
park’s wetlest summers on
record.

Laying down stumps and bearvers for the boardwalk and viewing plaiform at Fern Pool are.
lefr o vight, Adrien Lawson, CEPANCRM leading hand Phil Young, and Joseph Limerick,

Photo by Johnny Parker
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