WESTERN Australia®s
Marine Parks and Reserves
Authority is now a reality.

Environment Minister
Cheryl Edwardes said the
Authority. in which marine
conservation reserves would be

~alod, was one of e cendral

iks in the Acts Amendiment
(Marine Reserves) Act 19497
that came inlo operation
recently.

The new begislation would
provide the basis on which 1o
build a comprehensive world-
class marine conservation oet-
work around the State’s 12,500
km coastline.

Key roles

Mrs Edwardes sgid the
avthority would alse have a
key role in advising the
Minsster, developing policies
on conservation ond manage-
ment of marine fauna and flora,
and marine and  estoarine
Environments,

It will oversee the develop-
ment of reserve management
plans, and moniior the imple-
memdation of the management

Marine Parks and Reserves Authority members, from left to right, Dr Borry Wilson (Chairman), Ms Edwing Davies Ward, Mr lan Finlay, Emvironmens Minister Cleeryl Edwardes, Dr Diana Wiiker,
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My David Hayes, and Mr Angus Horwoed, (Missing from photograpl iv Depury Chairman Mr Micheel Hardy, ) Photo by Craig Stewart

plans and the management of

marine conservation Teserves

by CALM.

She =aid the creation af the
new Authonty opened the way
for more specialised manage-
ment of the Stale's maring
Environment

“It's a focal point for com-
munily interes! in marine con-
servation  areas—and  their
diverse wildlife and habitais—
and provides the necessary
overview of managing the
many uses and benefits avail-
able from the marine environ-
ment.” she said,

Thie seven members ane:

« D Barry Wilson, managing
direcior of Murex
Consulians and a Former
Director of Muture
Conservation with CALM.

= Michael Hardy, barrister
and Chalrman of  the

Abrolhos Islands Manog-

cment Advisory Committee,

who has extensive experi-
ence in envirommental and
planning law.

* David Hayes, excculive
charman, Frontier Petrol-

cum ML, who has 31 years

cxperience in the infema-

tiomal petroleum  explo
ration and production indus-

Iry
* Dr Diana Walker, Associate

Professor, University of WA,

Al EXpEft On seagrasses and

maringe ecclogy and deputy

head of the University's

Baotany Department.
= lan Finlay, a former profes-

siomal  fisherman who has

been involved in the fishing
industry for 34 years.

= Edwina Davies Ward, co-
ordinator of the Marine
and Coastal Community

Metwork.
= Anpus Horwood, farmer

and company direcior, a

former member of the

Mational Parks and MNatore

Conservation Authority, and

i keen recrestional [isher-

minn.

Mrs Edwardes said the
membership meant that the
Authonty had a broad range of
expertise  in using  and
managing the marine environ-
menl,

“I"'m particularly pleased Dr
‘Wilson accepted my invitation
to chair the new organisation,”
shi saibd,

“Dr Wilson headed the sci-
entific working group that
investigated o representative
Marne peleErve £_}'£ln.‘.'n:|
Western Australia.

Significant documeant

Its report was one of the
most significant marine con-
servation documents released
anywhere in Australio

"It was the result of seven
years' work in which the
working group considered the
Stane’s 12,500 km of coastline
from the Kimberley o Eucla
and identified about 70 areas
that it recommended be inves-
tigated further for their manine
conservation values and pos-
sible dedication as conserva-
LHOn Feserves.

“1"ll be asking the Authority
to consider areas pominated
in the report. Already a com-
munity-based group has been
sei up o5 part of the process of
examining the proposal o cre-

for

ale @ maring conservation
reserve  in the waters off
Jurien,”

Mrz Edwardes paid tribute 1o
the members of the Notional
Parks and Mature Conservation
Authority who, she said, had
done an admirable job in
administering the marine parks
and nature reserves that had
been set aside in the past |2
years.

Dr Wilson said he looked
forward to working with his
fellow Awhority members to
ensure the sound management
of the Suwate’s six existing
marine parks and one marine
nature reserve, and the fetone
enhancement of the marine
conservation reserve system in
consultation with the full range
of stakehalders.

A Scientific  Advisory
Commitiee has also been set up
to aszist the Autlsority.

It is chaired by Dr Chris
Simpson, manager of CALM's
Muarine Conservation Branch
Onher members are Dr lva
Stepskal from Apache Energy,
Dir James Penn from Fisheries

—Marine Authority officially launched -

Depariment; Dr Patrick Berry
of WA Museum; Dr Andrew
Heywand from the Australian
Institute of Marine Science; Dr
Lowis Evans of Cuntin
University and D Jacqgueline

Alder from Edith Cowan
University
Mis Edwardes said other key

elements of the Government’s
marine reserves  legislation
were:

The adoption of a three-
tierzd approach to marine con-
SErVilion reserve calegones—
Marine Mature Ressrves,
Marine Parks and Marine
Management Areas.

Specific  puidelines for
nc¢ess by fishing, agueculture,
pearling and petrolewm and
mining interesis in relation Lo
lhe wvarious categories of
MErine CONServalion reserves
and the zones within marine
purks,

CALM will continoe to be
respongible for overall man-
agement of mrine conservi-
lion ressrves and will provide
the secretarial for the new
authority.
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